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Oz

insan, tarihsel siireclerde farkli tanimlamalara muhatap olmustur. Insanin neligi
arastirilirken baslangi¢ noktalarindaki degiskenlik ulasilan sonuglarin da farklilasmasini
beraberinde getirmistir. insan tarafindan iiretilen ve dolayisiyla insanla ilgili olan tiim bu
kiiltiirel stiregler diistince diinyamizi, evren tasavvurumuzu, ideal arayisimizi ve iyi yasam
deneyimimizi de farkli kilmstir. Insan ve insanin varlik yapisiyla ilgili hususlart varlik
biitlinligii icerisinde arastiran insan felsefesi ise kiiltiirel yapiya ait biitiin hususlar: konu
edinmistir. Buradan hareketle kiiltiirii, varolusa yonelik arka plan olusturma ¢abasi ya da
yiiceligin diger adi olarak ifade edebiliriz. Hayatin anlaminin teorik ¢erceve ya da tist
anlatilardan ziyade, yasamin igerisinde insa edilmesi kiiltiiriin karakteristigini yansitir.
Insan farkl kilan seyi, kiiltiirel varlik olmasina dayandiran felsefi yaklasim ise 19. yiizyil
sonu itibariyle kendini gdstermeye baslamistir. Bu durum o&zellikle Aydinlanmanin
pozitivist ve ilerlemeci degerleri iizerinden yiiriitillen tanimlara karsin, insani
antropolojik temellerden hareketle biitiinliiklii bir sekilde agiklamaya gétiirmiistiir. Bu
dogrultuda agiga ¢ikan insan felsefesi, en genel anlamiyla insam kiiltiirel bir varlik olarak
biyolojik ve kiiltiirel kokenleri, varolusunu saglayan degerleri, kurumlar: ve geleneklerini
konu edinerek ele almaya baglamistir. 19. yiizy1l sonrasinda ideolojilerde “siyasal” olanin
“kiiltiirel” olanla yer degistirmesi kimligin olusumunda asil miicadele alaninin kiiltiirel
alana kaymasina neden olmus ve s6z konusu durum meselenin 6nemini artirmustir. Kiiltiir
ve buna bagh olarak yapilan insan taniminin anahtar rolii ile varolusun koordinatlari
yeniden konumlandirilmistir. S6z konusu durum, felsefi yaklasima bagl insan anlayisi
basta olmak iizere, Bat1 diisiincesinde bilyiik doniisiimlere neden olmustur. Tiirkiye’de ise
Mesrutiyet'ten baslayarak Cumhuriyetle birlikte devam eden ve felsefi igerikle de
etiketlenen Tiirkgiiliik, islamcilik ve Baticilik tartigmalarini siyasi tartismalar olmaktan
ziyade, nihai anlamda icerisinde kiiltlir, medeniyet ve deger tasarimlarinin oldugu
tartismalar olarak gorebiliriz. Ayrica bir¢ok diistiniiriimiiziin bir kavram ve gergeklik
olarak “kiiltlir’e ilgi gosterdigini ve kiltiirle ilgili 6nemli kavrayislar, diisiinceler ve
Oneriler ortaya koydugunu tespit edebiliriz. S6z konusu arayislarin Cumhuriyet
Turkiyesi'nde yasanan gelenek-modernlik arasi gerilimleri azaltma ve insanimizi kendi
icerisinde birlige gotiirecek seceneklerin kullanimin kiiltiir icerisinde belirleme ¢abasini
yansittigini ifade edebiliriz. Boylece ¢atisma yerine karsilikli uyum icerisinde yasamin
anlam orgiisii, ahenk ve dengesinin kiiltiirle sekillenmesi amaglanmistir. Buradan
hareketle calismamiz, Hilmi Ziya Ulken, Takiyettin Mengiisoglu gibi daha erken dénem
felsefecilerimizin s6z konusu baglamda girisimlerini merkeze almakla birlikte sonraki
dénem (Nurettin Topgu, Bozkurt Giiveng ve Dogan Ozlem gibi) felsefecilerimizin meseleye
yaklasimlarini da gézeterek kiiltiir ve insan sorununu karsilastirmali olarak ele almaya ve
boylece Cumhuriyet dénemi Tiirk diisiincesinin bir kiltiir felsefesi olarak yeniden
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insasinin imkan ve siirlarima odaklanmaya amaglamistir. Calismamiz sonunda, yukarida
ifade edilen baz1 degerli calismalara ragmen Cumhuriyet felsefesinde kiiltiirel bir varlik
olarak insani arastirma konusunun yeteri kadar ilgi gérmedigi icin sistematik ve
bitiinliiklit bir kiiltiir felsefesinin ortaya konulamadigini, s6z konusu baglamda
kiiltiiriimtziin hakimiyetine bagh 6zglin ¢alismalara daha fazla ihtiya¢ duyuldugunu ifade

edebiliriz.
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Abstract

Human has been subject to different definitions in the historical processes. The variability
in the starting points while investigating the nature of the human has brought about the
differentiation of the results achieved. All these cultural processes, produced by human
beings and therefore related to humans, have also differentiated our world view, our
conception of the universe, search for ideals, and good life experience. Human philosophy,
which investigates the issues related to human and human existence in the integrity of
existence, has dealt with all aspects of cultural structure. From this point of view, we can
express culture as an effort to create a background for existence or as another name for
sublimity. The construction of the meaning of life within life rather than a theoretical
framework or meta-narratives reflects the characteristic of culture. The philosophical
approach, which bases on what makes human different, started to show itself at the end of
the 19th century. This situation has led people to explain in a holistic way based on
anthropological foundations, especially despite the definitions made on the positivist and
progressive values of the Enlightenment. The human philosophy that emerged in this
direction, in the most general sense, has started to deal with the biological and cultural
origins of the human as a cultural entity, the values that provide its existence, the
institutions and traditions. The replacement of the “political” with the “cultural” in
ideologies after the 19th century caused the main field of struggle in the formation of
identity to shift to the cultural field, and this situation increased the importance of the
issue. With the key role of culture and the definition of human being made accordingly,
the coordinates of existence have been repositioned. The situation in question has led to
great transformations in Western thought, especially in the understanding of human
connected to the philosophical approach. In Turkey, on the other hand, we can see the
debates on Turkism, Islamism, and Westernism, which started with the Constitutional
Monarchy and continued with the Republic, and were labeled with philosophical content,
as debates involving culture, civilization and value designs, rather than political debates.
We can also detect that many of our thinkers have shown an interest in “culture” as a
concept and reality and have offered important insights, thoughts and suggestions about
culture. We can say that these searches reflect the effort to reduce the tensions between
tradition and modernity experienced in the Republic of Turkey and to determine the use
of the options within the culture that will lead our people to unity within themselves.
Thus, instead of conflict, it is aimed to shape the meaning pattern, harmony and balance
of life with culture in mutual harmony. From this point of view, our study focuses on the
initiatives of our earlier philosophers such as Hilmi Ziya Ulken and Takiyettin Mengiisoglu
in the aforementioned context, but also considers the approaches of our later philosophers
(such as Nurettin Topgu, Bozkurt Giiveng and Dogan Ozlem) to the issue, and tries to deal
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with the problem of culture and human in a comparative way. It aimed to focus on the
possibilities and limits of the reconstruction of the Republican period Turkish thought as
a cultural philosophy. At the end of our study, we can state that despite some valuable
studies mentioned above, a systematic and integrated cultural philosophy could not be put
forward because the subject of researching human as a cultural entity in the philosophy of
the Republic did not receive enough attention, and in this context, more original studies

related to the dominance of our culture are needed.
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