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Oz

Modern din felsefesinin dnciilerinden Richard Swinburne’iin Tanri-zaman iliskisine dair
goriisleri bu calismada incelenmistir. Klasik teizmin zamansiz/ezeli simdide fiilde bulunan
Tanri tasavvuruna Swinburne tarafindan yoneltilen elestiriler ele alinmis ve filozofun 6ne
stirdigii zamansal Tanr1 tasavvurunun klasik teizmin karsilastigi ¢ikmazlari ne derece
asabildigi incelenmistir. Teizme gore Tanri'nin zamana dahil olarak diisiiniilmesi Tanr1'y1
adeta zamana tutsak edecektir. Tanri, zaman ve onu olusturan doga kanunlar: ile
sinirlanmis olacaktir ve Swinburne’iin iddia ettigi tizere yaratmay: ezell zaman fikrinin
icerisine yerlestirmek klasik teizmin kabulleri agisindan bazi problemlere sebep olacaktir.
Swinburne ezell simdiye sahip Tanr: tasavvurunun insanin 6zglirliigii, Tanri'mimn iyiligi,
Tanri'nin zaman igerisinde nasil fiilde bulundugu gibi bir takim teolojik-felsefi sorunlara
neden oldugunu ileri siirer. Swinburne klasik teizmin insan iradesiyle ilgili agiklamalarimn:
yetersiz bulmus ve insan 6zglirligline yer agmak icin Tanri'nin kendi iradesiyle zamana
dahil oldugunu ve kendi 6z bilgisini siirlandirdigini iddia etmistir. Swinburne, fiilin
dogasiyla ilgili fiillerin anlarda degil belirli bir zaman diliminde gergeklestigini ifade
ederek Tanr’'nin zaman iginde eylemde bulunmasi gerektigini kabul eder. Yani Tanr:
klasik teizmin iddia ettigi tizere ezell simdisinde fiilde bulunmamaktadir. Filozofa gére
fiiller anlarda degil belirli bir zaman diliminde gerceklestigi i¢cin Tanr1 da zaman i¢inde
eylemde bulunmaktadir. Swinburne’iin zaman tasavvuru ve bu tasavvur cercevesinde
ortaya koydugu Tanri-zaman iliskisinin incelenmesi, klasik teizmin sundugu zamansiz
Tanrt fikrinin neden oldugu problemlerin ortaya konulmasi agisindan onemlidir.
Calismada klasik teizmin ve Swinburne’iin Tanri-zaman iliskisi konusundaki savunularinin
teolojik ve felsefi boyutta hangi problemleri ¢6ziip hangi problemlere kapi araladigini
ortaya koymak amaglanmistir. Her iki goriis icin de elestirel bir bakis agist sunmak
calismanin bir diger amacidir. Arastirmada metin analizi yontemiyle Swinburne’iin The
Christian God, The Coherence of Theism ve Space and Time eserleri temel alinarak
inceleme yapilmis ve bunlarin yaninda ikincil kaynaklardan da yararlanilarak ulasilan
veriler analiz edilmistir. Sonug olarak Swinburne’e gore klasik teizmin Tanr1 tasavvuru,
degismezlik, mitkkemmellik, kudret ve ilim gibi bir takim Tanrisal niteliklere iliskin
kabullerin sonucu olarak savunulmaktadir. Bu kabullerin bazi teolojik sorunlar: ortaya
cikardig da agiktir. Tanri’'nin zamansalligs fikri ise insan iradesine, Tanr'nin iyiligine ve
Tanri'nin fiilde bulunmasina dair birtakim problemleri ¢c6zme amaciyla ileri siiriilmistiir.
Neticede klasik teizmin zamansiz Tanr1 tasavvurunun ortaya koydugu problemlerin bir
kismi1 zamansal Tanr1 tasavvuru ile giderilmektedir, fakat klasik teizm bu tasavvuru kabul
edemeyecek bazi 6n kabullere sahiptir. Her iki bakis agisinin da ¢ikis noktasi, belli
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konularda belirledikleri kabullerden kaynaklanmaktadir. iki gériisiin de vardigi nokta ise
¢Oziimii bekleyen baska problemlere isaret etmektedir.
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Abstract

This study examines Richard Swinburne’s thoughts on the relationship between God and
time, one of the forefathers of the modern philosophy of religion. I will analyze
Swinburne’s critiques of classical theism’s conception of God acting in the timeless/eternal
and possessing the present, and asses to which extent the philosopher’s temporal
conception of God can overcome classical theism’s difficulties. The idea of God being
incorporated in time, according to theism, would make God a prisoner of time. God would
be constrained by time and the natural laws that govern it, and situating creation under
the concept of eternal time, as Swinburne claims, would pose some difficulties for classical
theism’s assumptions. Swinburne contends that the concept of eternal God as owning the
present raises a number of theological-philosophical issues, including human freedom,
God’s goodness, and how God acts in time. Swinburne finds traditional theism’s theories
of human will inadequate, claiming that in order to provide for human freedom, God
voluntarily intervenes in time and limits his own self-knowledge. Swinburne
acknowledges that God must operate in time by claiming that acts connected to the
essence of the act occur across in a certain period of time rather than in moments. In other
words, contrary to what classical theism argues, God does not act in his eternal present.
According to him, God acts through time because acts do not occur in moments but in
certain period of time. Examining Swinburne’s idea of time and the relationship between
God and time within this framework is critical for revealing the challenges caused by the
idea of timeless God presented by classical theism. The purpose of this research is to
determine which difficulties classical theism and Swinburne’s arguments on the
relationship between God and time answer and which problems they open up in
theological and philosophical dimensions. Another goal of the research is to provide a
critical viewpoint on both points of view. Swinburne’s The Christian God, The Coherence
of Theism, and Space and Time is evaluated in the study using the textual analysis
approach and secondary source data. In conclusion, according to Swinburne, classical
theism’s conception of God is defended as a result of assumptions about certain divine
attributes such as immutability, perfection, power, and knowledge. It is also clear that
these assumptions raise some theological problems. The idea of God’s temporality, on the
other hand, was put forward in order to solve some problems regarding human will, God’s
goodness, and God’s agency. As a result, the temporal notion of God solves some of the
challenges created by the timeless conception of God in classical theism, yet classical
theism has several presuppositions that prevent it from accepting this view. The
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assumptions that both sides make on certain issues serve as their starting point. Both
perspectives’ conclusions point to further issues that need to be addressed.
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