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Oz

Sosyoloji geleneginin 6ncii temsilcilerinden Durkheim, meslek hayati boyunca din ve ahlak
konularini ¢alismalarinin merkezine oturtmus birisidir. Oyle ki Durkheim sosyolojisine
ahlak sosyolojisi demek yanlis olmaz. Durkheim'in ahlak konusuna olan yogun ilgisini,
amaci ve ¢ikarimlarim irdelemek, onun ahlak anlayisini ve sosyolojisiyle iliskisini
anlamak bakimmdan énemlidir. Bu ¢alisma da ilgiye kayitsiz kalmamis, onun ahlak
anlayisinin teorik ve pratik boyutlarini ¢éziimlemeyi konu edinmistir. Durkheim, din
konusuna egilmeden edememistir. Ciinkii toplumsal diizenlemeler alaninda nemli yeri
olan ve Durkheim sosyolojisinin kilit kavramlarimdan olan ahlak, dinin referansina biiyiik
oranda bagh kalip dine paralel konumlanmaktadir. Onun sosyolojisini anlamak, ahlak
konusuna verdigi degeri anlamaksizin miimkiin gériinmemektedir. Durkheim, ahlak gibi
soyut bir konuyu modern bir disiplin olan sosyolojinin konusu yapmis ve incelemistir.
Kant’m teolojik miitalaalardan arindirilmis rasyonel ahlakindan etkilenmis; diger yandan
Aristo’nun eyleme dayanan pratik bilim dedigi ‘etik’ini benimsemistir. Calismanin 6nemi;
buradan hareketle Durkheim’'m ahlak meselesini teorik ve pratik olarak koydugu yer,
degerlendirme bicimi, ahlakin toplumsal yansimalari, din ve toplumla iliskisi temelinde
irdelemesidir. Durkheim’in din sosyolojisine en karakteristik katkisi; dini, kolektif bilince
etkisi ve ahlakla ilintisi tizerinden en 6nemli sosyal olgu kabul etmesi ve toplumu da sosyal
olgularin temeli saymasidir. Ona gore sosyal olgular icerisinde ahlak, sosyal bir gercekliktir
ve bu gergeklik, soyut kuram ve diisiincelerin degil; eyleme gegiren ahlakin gercekligidir.
Bu ¢alisma, Durkheim sosyolojisinde ahlakin neligini, gerekliligini, kaynagin, stirekliligini,
gercekligini, gecerliligini ve toplumsal tezahtirlerini incelemeyi amaglanustir. Ayrica bu
incelemenin sonucunda da onun sosyolojisine ve ahlak anlayisina dair degerlendirmeler
ve ¢oziimlemelerde bulunmay1 amaglamistir. Durkheim’'in ahlak igerikli kitaplar1 basta
olmak {izere ulasilabilen Tiirkce ve ingilizce tiim kitaplar1 incelenmistir. Calisma,
karsilastirmali bir usul cercevesinde, kavramlar ve olgular arasindaki nedensellik ve
sebep-sonug iliskisi gozetilerek ortaya konmustur. Pozitivist anlayisin sosyolojideki
dnctlilerinden olan Durkheim, rasyonel ve sekiiler bir ahlakin olusturulmasindan yanadir.
Ahlaki dinin egemenliginden kurtarmak i¢in ¢alismis, ona 6zgiirliigiinii vermek ve onu
kendi ¢agina uyarlamak icin sosyoloji ‘bilimi’nin araci yapmustir. Soyut, 6znel, metafizik
yonleri bulunan bir olguyu; somut, nesnel, rasyonel bir zeminde bilimin nesnesi haline
getirmistir. Adina ahlak bilimi diyecek kadar 6nemsedigi sosyolojiyi, ahlaki kurallar: tespit
etmek ve goreve kosmak i¢in kullanmistir. O, toplumsal dayanismayi ve biitiinlesmeyi son
derece 6nemseyen muhafazakir bir ahlak¢idir. ‘Toplum’'un miiminlerini ‘Tanrimin
miiminlerine tercih etmistir. Topluma yiikledigi asir1 6nem ve deger sosyolojizm sayilir.
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Durkheimci ahlak, tiim yurttaslara 6gretilmesi gereken ideal bir sekiiler ahlaktir ve onun,
‘toplum’ adini1 verdigi ‘din’in kurallar1 olarak ikame edilmistir. Durkheim, birey ve ahlak,
toplum ve ahlak, din ve ahlak iliskisini ve bu iliskilerdeki organik bagy; rasyonel, akilcy, laik
anlayis lehine yerinden oynatmaya girismistir.
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Abstract

Durkheim, one of the pioneering representatives of the sociological tradition, placed
religion and morality at the center of his studies throughout his professional life.
Therefore, it would not be wrong to call Durkheim’s sociology the sociology of morality. It
is important to examine Durkheim’s intense interest in morality, his purpose, and
implications in order to understand his understanding of morality and his relationship
with sociology. Also, this study has not remained indifferent to this interest, and has made
it the subject of analyzing Theoretical and practical dimensions of his understanding of
morality. Durkheim could not control but focus on the issue of religion. Because morality,
which has an important place in the field of social regulations and is one of the key
concepts of Durkheim’s sociology, largely depends on the reference of religion and is
positioned parallel to religion. To understanding Durkheim’s sociology does not seem
possible without understanding the value he gives to subject of the morality. Durkheim
examined an abstract issue such as morality and made it the subject of sociology, which is
a modern discipline. On the one hand, Durkheim was influenced by Kant’s rational
morality, which was free from theological considerations, and on the other hand, he
adopted Aristotle’s ‘ethics’, which he called a practical science based on action. The
importance of this the study is that Durkheim’s theoretical and practical evaluation of the
issue of morality is analyzed on the basis of the social reflections of morality and its
relationship with religion and society. Durkheim’s most characteristic contribution to the
sociology of religion is his acceptance of religion as the most important social
phenomenon in terms of its effect on collective consciousness and its relation to morality,
and his view of society as the basis of social phenomena. According to him, among social
phenomena, morality is a social reality, and this reality is not the reality of abstract
theories and ideas, but the reality of morality in action. This study aims to analyze the
nature of morality in Durkheim’s sociology, its necessity, source, continuity, reality,
validity, and social manifestations. Moreover, it is aimed to make evaluations and analysis
about his sociology and moral understanding as a result of this examination. Within the
scope of this study, all of Durkheim’s books on morality, which are the accessible in Turkish
and English books, especially were examined. The study is presented within the framework
of a comparative method by considering the causality and cause-effect relationship
between concepts and phenomena. Durkheim, one of the pioneers of the positivist
understanding in sociology, is in favor of a rational and secular morality. He struggled to
free morality from the dominance of religion and made it the tool of sociology to give it
freedom and adapt it to its own age. He turned a phenomenon with abstract, subjective
metaphysical aspects into an object of science on a concrete objective rational ground. He
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used sociology, which he cared enough to call the science of morality, to identify and
enforce moral rules. He is a conservative moralist who attaches great importance to social
solidarity and integration. He prefers the believers of society to the believers of God. The
extreme importance and value he attributed to society is considered sociologism.
Durkheimian morality is an ideal secular morality that should be taught to all citizens and
substituted as the rules of ‘religion’, which he calls ‘society’. Durkheim attempted to
dislocate the relationship between the individual and morality, society and morality,
religion and morality, and the organic link in these relationships in rational and secular

understanding.
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