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Oz

Torbesler anadil olarak Makedonca konusan ve Makedonya’'da yasayan Miisliiman bir
halktir. Yukar1 Vranofca (Gorno Vranovtsi) kdyti Képriilii sehrine bagh bir Torbes koytidiir.
Kdylin tamami 1950 yilindan sonra izmir'in muhtelif noktalarma gd¢ etmistir.
Makedonya’da yasayan Torbeslerin tarihleri, kiiltiirleri ve dilleri iizerine incelemeler
yaparak kokenlerini acikhiga kavusturmak bu c¢alismanin konusudur. Torbesler
Makedon/Slav Miisliimanlar midir, Osmanli 6ncesi Balkanlara yerlesen Kuman-Pegenek
bakiyeleri midir yoksa Osmanli devrinde Makedonya’ya yerlesen ydriiklerden midir?
Calismamizda bu sorularin cevaplari aranmakta ve ¢alismamiz Kuzey Makedonya bolgesini
kapsamaktadir. Makedonya’dan Tiirkiye’ye go¢ etmis olan Yukar1 Vranofcali Torbesler ile
sozlii tarih calismasi yapilmis ve kaynaklarla karsilastirilarak sonuca varilmistir. Torbesler
Makedonya’nin Kopriilii sehri cevresi, Debre/Rekalar bilgesi, Delgevo ve Makedonski Brod
sehirleri cevresinde yasamaktadirlar. Bu bolgelerde yasayan Torbesler 1950 yilindan
itibaren Izmir'e gd¢ etmeye baslamiglardir. Torbeslerin kdkenine dair 20. Yiizyilin
baslarina kadar yazili bir kaynak goziikmemektedir. Yugoslavya Kralligi ile birlikte
Torbeslerin isimlerine rastlamaya baslamaktayiz. Bu tarihten once Osmanli arsiv
kaynaklarinda Miisliman ve Tiirk kiiltlir dairesi igerisinde kayitlarma rastlanir.
Glniimiizde Makedonya ve Tiirkiye'deki Torbeslerin geneli kendilerini Tiirk olarak
tanimlamaktadirlar. Yaptigimiz sozlii tarih ¢alismalari neticesinde Yukari Vranofca
kéyiinden Torbesler; Yugoslavya Kralliginin asimile politikast ile dillerini unuttuklarini
ama dinlerinden vazge¢mediklerini aktarmislardir. Yukar1 Vranofca kdyiine ise Rekalar
bolgesinden gog ettiklerini, atalarindan dinlediklerini aktarmaktadirlar. Bunun yani sira
Makedonya ve Sirbistan’daki birgok tarih¢i Torbeslerin Mijak isimli Slav halkinin
Miislimanlasmis bir kismindan ortaya ¢iktigini aktarmaktadir. Makedonca disinda dil
bilmeyen Melami Misliiman olan Vranofcalilar kendilerini Tiirk olarak
tanimlamaktadirlar. 1831 Tarihli ilk Osmanli niifus sayimindaki miislim defterinde
Vranofca-i Bala isimli kéyde Arnavutlarin yasadiklari gozikmektedir. Sozlii tarih
kaynaklarini dogrular nitelikte Vranofcali Torbesler, Rekalar bilgesinden Vranofca'ya
daha bu dénemde gé¢ etmemis gézitkmektedirler. Torbeslerin Kuman-Kipgak kokenlerine
dair goriisler sunanlarin kaynaklar: yetersiz kalmistir. Torbes etnoniminin agiklamasini
Tiirkbaslar olarak sunanlarin kaynag yetersizdir. S6zlii kaynaklara gére; dinlerini birkag
torba ¢okelek icin sattiklarindan dolayi torbaci kelimesinden bozma Torbes ismi bu halka
verilmistir. Torbeslerin Torba Oglanlari, Torba Acemileri olarak da bilinen Acemi Ocagi ile
baglantisi oldugunu 6ne siirenler de vardir. Torbesler gecimlerini gurbette calisarak
saglayan bir topluluktur. Gurbete giderken yanlarinda sadece bir torba aldiklarindan,
Torbes etnoniminin yerlesme olasiligi daha yiiksektir. Nitekim Vranofca’dan izmir'e gég
eden Torbeslerin biiyiik ¢ogunlugu izmir'den Almanya’ya gurbetci olarak calismaya
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gitmistir. Vranofcali Torbesler kutladiklar: bayramlar ile de Makedonya Yériiklerinden
ayrilmaktadirlar. Vranofcalilarin kutladiklar: Letnik, Blogovets ve Bogorodisa gibi ozel
giinler Ortodoksluk ile alakalidir. Bu kiiltiirel 6geler Torbeslerin Osmanli Devrinde
Misliimanlasarak Tiirklestikleri tezini giiclendirmektedir. Lakin giiniimiizde Torbeslerin
geneli kendilerini Tiirk kiiltiir dairesi i¢inde degerlendirerek Tiirk olarak gérmektedir.
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Abstract

Torbeshes are a Muslim community in Macedonia who speak Macedonian as their native
language. The village of Gorno Vranovci is a Torbeshes village in the city of Képriilii. The
entire village migrated to various parts of Izmir after 1950. The subject of this study is to
try to clarify the origins of the Torbeshes living in Macedonia by analyzing their history,
culture, and language. Are the Torbeshes Macedonian/Slavic Muslims, are they Cuman-
Pecheneg remnants who settled in the Balkans before the Ottoman period, or are they from
the yoriiks who settled in Macedonia during the Ottoman period? In our study, these
questions are being sought to be clarified, and our research covers the Northern
Macedonia region. An oral history study was conducted with the Torbeshes from Gorno
Vranovci, who migrated from Macedonia to Tirkiye, and the results were obtained by
comparing them with the sources. Torbeshes live around the city of Kopriilii, Debre/Reka
region, around the Del¢evo and Makedonski Brod cities in Macedonia. Torbeshes living in
these regions have started to migrate to izmir since 1950. There is no written source
concerning the Torbesh ethnonym until the early 20th century. We begin to come across
the names of Torbeshes during of Kingdom of Yugoslavia. Before this, we find their
information within the Muslim and Turkish cultural circles in Ottoman archival sources.
Today, the majority of Torbeshes in Macedonia and Tiirkiye identify themselves as
Turkish. As a result of our oral history studies, Torbeshes from the village of Gorno
Vranovci reported that; they forgot their language but did not give up on their religion
due to the assimilation policy of the Kingdom of Yugoslavia. They report that they
migrated from the Reka region to the Gorno Vranovci village and that they heard this from
their ancestors. In addition, many historians in Macedonia and Serbia state that the
Torbeshes originated from an Islamized part of a Slavic people called Mijak. Being Melami
Muslims who do not speak any language other than Macedonian, the people of Vranovci
identify themselves as Turkish. Seemingly, Albanians lived in the village named Vranofca-
iBala reference to the ‘registry of the Muslim population’ of the first Ottoman census dated
1831. Oral history sources confirm that Torbeshes from Vranovci did not migrate from the
Reka region to Vranovci during this period. The sources of those who offer opinions on the
Cuman-Kipchak origins of the Torbeshes have been insufficient. The resources of those
who present the explanation of the Torbesh ethnonym as Tiirkbas are insufficient.
According to the oral sources, since they abandoned their religion in return for a pouch
(torba in Turkish) of dry cottage cheese, they have been given the name ‘Torbes’, which
was derived from the word torba. There are also some views put forward that there is a
correlation between Acemi Ocagi -as known as Torba Oglanlari, Torba Acemileri.
Torbeshes is a community of those who work for living abroad. As regards the fact that
they only bring a pouch with them, it is most likely that the Torbesh ethnonym is taken
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ground. In fact, most parts of the Torbeshes, those who migrated from Vranovci to izmir,
moved to Germany to work. Vranovcian Torbeshes are also separated from Macedonian
Yoriiks, considering the holidays/feasts. Vranovcian holidays such as Letnik, Blogovets,
and Bogordisa are relevant to Orthodoxy. These cultural elements support the argument
that Torbeshes were Turkified by Islamisation in the Ottoman era. Nevertheless, the
majority of Torbeshes, by placing themselves inside the Turkish cultural circle, identify as
Turks today.
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