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Oz

Osmanli Devleti, kendisinden dnceki Islam devletlerinden tevariis ettigi Seyhiilislamligi bir
miiessese haline getirmistir. Devletin kurulusundan itibaren var olan Seyhiilislamlik, 1826
yilinda Yeniceri Ocagt'nin kaldirilmasiyla birlikte sabit ve miistakil bir mekana taginmustur.
Seyhiilislamligin 1827 yilinda Aga Kapisina nakledilmesiyle birlikte fetva hizmeti de bu
mekanda yiiriitiilmiis ve 1836’da kazaskerlik ve istanbul Kadilar1 Fetvahane'nin bulundugu
Bab-1 Mesthat’e tasinmistir. Osmanli ilmiye sinifi ve din biirokrasisini meydana getiren bu
kurum, tarihi siirecte “Seyhiilislamhk”, “Bab-1 Mesihat”, “Bab-1 Fetva”, “Daire-i {lmiye”,
“Mesihat”, “Daire-i Mesthat”, “Makam-1 Mesthat”, “Mesthat-i Islamiyye”, “Fetvahane” ve
“Fetvahane-i Ali” gibi cesitli isimlerle amlmistir. Tanzimat'tan sonra diger kurumlarla
birlikte Seyhilislamlik da devletin biirokratik yapisinda yerini almis ve sistematik bir
sekilde orgiitlenmistir. Tarihi stirecte dini, hukuki ve egitim alanindaki birimleri ile
faaliyet gosteren ve giintimiizdeki Diyanet Isleri Bagkanlig1, Adalet Bakanligi ve Milll Egitim
Bakanligi'nin gorevlerini yiirtitmils olan Seyhiilislamlik, 1900-1924 yillarinda devlet
yapisindaki degisiklikler neticesinde gorev, yetki ve sorumluluklarinin bir kismini yeni
kurulan bakanliklara devretmistir. Seyhiilislamligin ilmi mirasimi barmdiran Mesthat
Arsivi, Seyhiilislamligin biirokratik yapisin, teskilat sistemini ve resmi yazismalarmi yani
diplomatikasini giintimiize tastyan en kiymetli kaynaktir. Seyhiilislamlik binalarmm
mimari yapisi, kurumun biirokratik yapist ve isleyisi bu belgeler sayesinde giiniimiize
tasinmstir, Bu caligmada Seyhiilislamliktan istanbul Miiftiiliigii'ne gegis siirecinde Bab-1
Mesthat’in taniklik ettigi mekéansal sertiven ve Seyhiilislamlik Arsivi'ndeki 5.454 adet
defter ve bir milyon adedin iizerindeki evrakinin serencAmu detayli bir sekilde ele
alinmistir. Bu c¢alismada, metodolojik olarak mikrotarih yaklasimina gére hareket
edilmistir. Ayrintilardan yola ¢ikarak yasanmis olaylarin agikliga kavusturulmasi anlamina
gelen mikrotarih yaklasimla Seyhiilislamlik arsivi evraki 6zelinde Mesihat Makaminin ve
arsiv evrakinin giiniimiize ulagma seriiveni ortaya konulmustur. Calismamiz neticesinde
fetvahane-i ali, hey’et-1 iftdiyye, lamat-1 ser’iyye, meclis-i tetkikat-1 ser’iyye, ders vekaleti
ve meclis-i mesalih-i talebe, tetkik-i mesahif ve miiellefit-1 ser’iyye meclisi, meclis-i
mesyih, mekt(bi diiresi, ilmiyye muhisebit diiresi, emval-i eytdm ve beytii’'l-mal
miidiiriyeti, mem@rin mudiiriyeti, sicill-i ahval miidiiriyeti, evrak miidiiriyeti, Diire-i
celile-i fetva penahi tababeti, ser'l mehakim, cesitli enciimenler ve medreseler olmak iizere
genis bir teskilat yapisina sahip olan Mesihat Makaminin gecirdigi yangin, tamir, tadilat ve
restorasyonlar neticesinde arsiv defter ve belgelerinin giintimiize kadar ulasmadig tespit
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edilmistir. Ayrica 1924’ten sonra Seyhiilislamlik binalarmimn bir kisminin devredilmesi ve
bir kisminin da yanmasi sonucu arsiv kaynaklarinin ¢ogunun yok oldugu izah edilmistir.
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Abstract

The Ottoman Empire made the Shaykh al-Islam an institution, inherited from the previous
Islamic states. The institution, which had existed since the foundation of the state, was
moved to a fixed and detached place with the abolition of the Janissary Corps in 1826. With
its transfer to the Aga Gate in 1827, the fatwa service was also carried out in this place, and
in 1836 it was moved to the Bab al-Meshihat, where the kazasker (military judge) and the
Istanbul Qadi (judge) Fatwahana (fatwa office) were located. This institution, which formed
the Ottoman Ilmiye class and the religious bureaucracy, in the historical process it has
been called by various names such as “Shaykh al-Islam,” “Bab al-Mashihat,” “Bab al-
Fatwa,” “Ilmiye Department,” “Mashihat,” “Mashihat Department,” Mashihat Office,”
“Mashihat al-Islamiyyah,” “Fatwahana” and “Fatwahana al-Ali.” After the Tanzimat, the
Shaykh al-Islam Institution, along with others, took its place in the bureaucratic structure
of the state and was organized systematically. The institution, which had been operating
with its religious, legal, and educational units in the historical process, had carried out the
duties of the Presidency of Religious Affairs, the Ministry of Justice, and the Ministry of
National Education. Then it transferred some of its obligations, authorities, and
responsibilities to the newly established ministries due to the changes in the state
structure in 1900-1924. The Meshihat Archive, which contains the scientific heritage of
Shayk al-Islam Institution, is the most valuable resource that carries the bureaucratic
structure, organizational system, and official correspondence, namely the diplomacy of
the institution. The architectural structure of the institutional buildings, the bureaucratic
structure of the institution, and its functioning have survived to the present thanks to
these documents. In this study, the spatial adventure witnessed by the Bab al-Meshihat
during the transition from Shayk al-Islam to the Istanbul Mufti and the fate of 5,454
registers and over one million documents in the Shayk al-Islam Archive were discussed in
detail. Methodologically, the study was based on the microhistory approach. With the
microhistory approach, which means clarifying the lived events based on the details, the
journey of the Meshihat Authority and the archive documents to the present has been
revealed, particularly the records of the Shayk al-Islam archive. As a result, it has been
determined that the archive registers and documents have not reached the present due to
the fire, repair, renovation, and restorations of the Meshihat Authority, which had a vast
organizational structure, including committee of fatwas, religious edicts, the council of
juridical investigations, office of student affairs and student welfare council, council for
the examination of manuscripts and religious texts, the council of religious scholars,
correspondence department, academic affairs department, orphan funds, and treasury
directorate, personnel directorate, civil registry directorate, archives directorate,
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supreme medical bureau for issuing fatwas, sharia courts, various committees, and
madrasahs. Additionally, it has been explained that most of the archive resources were
destroyed due to the overthrow of some of the Shayk al-Islam buildings and the burning

of some after 1924.
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