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Oz

Gegmisten giiniimiize kadar ayni ya da yakin cografyalarda yasayan insanlar; komsuluk
iligkileri, ticaret, gocler ve savaslar neticesinde birbirlerinin kiltiir, 6rf, adet ve
dinlerinden etkilenmislerdir. fran da tarih sahnesinde varligini géstermeye basladigi
andan itibaren yakin komsusu olan sinir iilkelerini 6zellikle dini konuda etkilemistir. Bu
calismada, tarihten gliniimiize 3500 y1l 6nce Zerdiist tarafindan kurulan Zerdiistliigiin
tilkemize ve 6zellikle de Anadolu’nun serhat sehirlerinden biri olan Agri ve gevresine etkisi
arastirilmistir. Agri’da bulunan Giirbulak sinir kapisi ile cografi konum itibariyle
Tiirkiye’de fran’a en yakin yer Agr1 sehridir. Zerdiistliik bugiin diinyada yaklasik 200.000
mensubu bulunan diinyanin en eski tek tanrili dinlerinden biridir. Zerdiist, kesin olarak
nerede ve ne zaman dogdugu bilinmese de genel kabule gére MO 628-551 yillari arasinda
yasamustir. Zerdiistlik sadece dogdugu topraklarda sinirhi kalmamis diinyanin ¢ogu
yerinde varligini géstermistir. Ahura Mazda’nin 6nderliginde dogrulugu savunan Zerdiist,
iyi ve kétiintin temel ayrimmni yaparak cennet ve cehennem olgusu etrafinda ahiret
inancini olusturmustur. islam inancinda yer alan ve cennete gitmek icin gecilmesi gereken
sirdt koprisii de Zerdiistlilk dininin Tiirkiye sinirlar: igerisinde goriilen etkilerinden
biridir. Diger 6nemli konulardan biri ise aile kurumunun saglamligini temellendiren ¢ocuk
sahibi olmak ve onunla neslinin devamini saglamaktir. Bebek diinyaya geldiginde bebek ve
annenin 40 ya da 50 giin boyunca toplumdan izole edilmesi Zerdiistlitkten etkilenilerek
kiiltiirlestirdigimiz olgulardan biridir. Zerdiistliikte 40 gtinlitk beklemeden sonra dogum
yapan kadinin kullandi1 tiim esyalar1 yakilma suretiyle temizlenirken Agri’da bu ritiiel su
ile temizlenerek hayat bulmustur. Bu ¢alismamizin en temel amaci Zerdiistliigiin Tiirk
kiiltiirii iginde nasil kendine yer buldugunu ortaya koymaktir. Bu calismamiz farkli olan iki
inang etrafinda olusan kiiltiir, 6rf ve adetlerin temel benzerliklerini ve farkliliklarini ortaya
koymak acgisindan 6nemli bir yere sahiptir. Bu ¢alismada literatiir taramasi ve grup
Orneklendirmesi yapilarak yiiz ylize goriisme yontemine basvurulmustur. Batili
arastirmacilar tarafindan Ghost-Danc olarak tanimlanan mehdi inancinin temeli dahi
Anadolu cografyasina gelmeden dnce Zerdustliigiin kutsal kitabi olan Avesta ve Zerdiist'tin
sozleri olana Gatalarda “Saosyant” yani “yardimci, kurtaric1” olarak ge¢mektedir.
Zerdustlitkte Mehdi'nin Zerdiist'iin soyundan gelinecegine inanilir. Agri’da kiyamet 6ncesi
artacak olan katiilikkle savasacak kurtarici beklenilmekte ve buna inanilmaktadir.
Zerdustliigiin kurtarici karakteri Saosyant, $if 6gretisindeki Mehdi inancinin olusumunda
dnemli bir rol oynamstir, Ozellikle bu inanis iran ve cevresinde hakim olan $1a ile beraber
Agr1 ve gevresinde varhigini gostermistir. Bu ve benzeri 6rnekler cercevesinde diyebiliriz
ki Zerdiistliigiin ortaya ¢ikisi ge¢mislere dayansa da basta var oldugu cografya olmak iizere
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bircok yerde etkisini géstermistir. Agri1 ve cevresinde sosyal hayatta, dinsel inang ve
yasantida, egitimde, ailede ve daha bir¢ok alanda Zerdiistliigiin izlerini gérmekteyiz.
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Abstract

From the past to the present, people living in the same or close geographies have been
influenced by each other’s culture, customs, traditions, and religions as a result of
neighborly relations, trade, migrations, and wars. Iran has also influenced its neighboring
border countries, especially in religious matters, from the moment it started to show its
presence on the stage of history. In this study, the impact of Zoroastrianism, which was
founded by Zoroaster 3500 years ago, on our country and especially on Agri and its
surroundings, one of the frontier cities of Anatolia, has been investigated. With the
Glrbulak border gate located in Agr1, Agr1 is the closest place to Iran in Turkey in terms of
geographical location. Zoroastrianism is one of the oldest monotheistic religions in the
World, with approximately 200,000 followers in the world today. Although it is not known
exactly where and when Zoroaster was born, it is generally accepted that he lived between
628-551 BC. Zoroastrianism was not limited to the lands where it was born, but also spread
to most parts of the world. Zoroaster, who defended righteousness under the leadership
of Ahura Mazda, made the basic distinction between good and evil and created the belief
in the afterlife around the phenomenon of heaven and hell. The bridge of Sirat, which is a
part of Islamic belief and which must be crossed to get to heaven, is one of the influences
of Zoroastrianism in Turkey. Another important issue is having children and ensuring the
continuation of the family lineage, which underpins the solidity of the family institution.
When a baby is born, the isolation of the baby and mother from society for 40 or 50 days is
one of the phenomena that we have acculturated under the influence of Zoroastrianism.
In Zoroastrianism, after 40 days of waiting, all the items used by the woman who gave birth
were cleaned by burning, while in Agry, this ritual came to life by cleaning with water. The
main purpose of this study is to reveal how Zoroastrianism has found its place in Turkish
culture. This study has a very important place in terms of revealing the basic similarities
and differences of the culture, customs, and traditions formed around two different beliefs.
In this study, a literature review and group sampling were conducted, and face-to-face
interviews were used. Even the basis of the belief in the Mahdi, defined by Western
researchers as Ghost-Danc, is mentioned as “Saoshiant”, meaning “helper, savior” in the
Avesta, the holy book of Zoroastrianism, and in the Gathas, the sayings of Zoroaster, before
he came to Anatolia. In Zoroastrianism, it is believed that the Mahdi will come from
Zoroaster’s lineage. In Agri, a savior is expected and believed to fight the evil that will
increase before the apocalypse. The savior character of Zoroastrianism, Saoshiant, played
an important role in the formation of the Mahdi belief in Shiite doctrine. In particular, this
belief has shown its presence in Ararat and its environs, along with the Shi'ism that
dominated Iran and its environs. Within the framework of these and similar examples, we
can say that although the emergence of Zoroastrianism dates back to the past, it has shown
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its influence in many places, especially in the geography where it exists. We see traces of
Zoroastrianism in social life, religious beliefs and life, education, family, and many other
areas in and around Agr.
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