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Oz

Emir Timur, Mogol imparatorlugu parcalandiktan sonra ortaya cikan dért parcadan biri
olan Gagatay toplumunun iginde bulundugu egemenlik miicadelesini kazanarak 14.
yiizyilm ikinci yarisinda Semerkant merkezli olarak hakimiyetini kurmustur. Emir
Timur'un, iktidara geldigi 1370 yilindan sonra egemenligini genislettigi Horasan
topraklarinda flhanli hikimiyetinin dagilmasiyla olusan hanedanlarla miicadelesi siyasi
hayatinin énemli bir kismini mesgul etmistir. Horasan, islam mezheplerinin yayilip
yerlestigi bir alan olmasindan dolay1 mezhep kaynakli ¢atismalarin eksik olmadig: ve
bolgede yonetim kuran devletlerin bu kapsamda sorunlarla karsilastig1 bir cografya olarak
bilinmektedir. Timur, Horasan’1 flhanli tahtini yeniden inga etme gayesiyle ele gecirmek
isterken buradaki Serbedariler ve Marasiler gibi Sif, Kertler ve Muzafferiler gibi Siinni
hanedanlar1 ortadan kaldirmistir. Ancak o&zellikle Siflerle miicadelesinde Stinniligi
destekler bir goriintii vermistir. Yine kaynagim $iilikten alan Hurufilere kars: takindig:
sert tavirla Stinnilige karsi zararli oldugunu distiindigi hicbir akima hayat hakki
tanimamustir. Cagatay ve flhanl topraklarini ele gecirdikten sonra bir diger Mogol ulusu
olan Altinorda {izerine seferler yapmistir. Mogol sahasi disinda kalan Anadolu, Suriye ve
Irak bolgeleri tizerine yaptig1 seferler bolgedeki devletlerle karsi karsiya gelmesine neden
olmustur. Son seferini Cin iizerine baslattigi esnada hayatin1 1405 yilinda kaybeden
Timur'un askeri ve siyasi faaliyetleri sirasinda ortaya koydugu uygulamalarindan yola
¢ikilarak din anlayis1 ve mezhebi konusunda birgok goriis ileri siiriilmiistiir. Timur'un
kisiligi ve din? hayatindan dolay: farklt yorumlarm yapildiginin goriilmesi ve mezhepler
tarihi alaninda bu konu hakkinda ¢alisma yapilmamasi bizi bu konuyu arastirmaya sevk
etmistir. Biz bu ¢alismada Emir Timur'un mezheplere bakis1 ve iktidar: boyunca devam
ettirdigi siyasi faaliyetlerinde bu bakis agisimin etkilerini ortaya koymayr amagladik.
GCalismamizi Timur doénemi tarihgilerinden Nizameddin Sami ve Ali Yezdi'nin
Zafername’leri ile Ibni Arabsah’in Acaibiil-Makdur ve Memliik Tarihgisi fbni
Tagriberdi’nin en-Nicumu’z-Zahire adli eserlerinden faydalanarak siirdiirdiik. Ayrica
Sultan Bayezid ile yazigmalarinin kaydedildigi Feridun Bey Miinseati'ndan yapilan
calismalar da kullanildi. Bunlarin yani sira Timur Tarihi ile yapilan calismalar ve telif
eserlerden de istifade edildi. Yaptigimiz inceleme sonucunda Emir Timur’un faaliyetlerini
din ve mezhep kaygisinin 6tesinde Tiirk ve Mogol egemenlik anlayisinin etkisiyle mutlak
hakimiyet amacini gergeklestirmek igin her tiirlii durumdan faydalandigi gorilmistiir.
Horasan bolgesinde Siilere karsi Siinniligin hamisi olarak goriiliirken diger yanda
bolgedeki Siinni hanedanlar1 da ortadan kaldirmustir. Yine Stnni olan Altinorda
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topraklarina seferler diizenlemistir. Dolayisiyla anilan bélgelere herhangi bir din ve
mezhepten kaynakli sorunla degil dogrudan Mogol topraklarim: birlestirme amaciyla
yaptig1 goriilmektedir. Horasan ve Mazenderan’daki Sit hanedanlar ortadan kaldirmas ise
Siflerin, egemenligine karsi sorun gikarmalarindan kaynaklanmistir. Farkli nedenlerle
sefer baslattigi Yakin Dogu’daki Osmanli ve Memliiklii gibi Siinni hanedanlara karsi
giristigi miicadelede kendisini ulii'l-emr olarak tanitarak islam diinyasinin liderligini n
plana ¢ikarmasinda ise siyasi hedeflerini dinl bir temele oturttugu anlasilmaktadir.
Dolayisiyla Emir Timur’un askeri faaliyetlerinin mensubu oldugu Siinni {sldm inancinin
etkisinden ziyade siyasi nedenlerle oldugu goriilmektedir. Bunun yaninda iktidari boyunca
Selguklularin da yaptig1 gibi Siinnf alim ve din adamlarini desteklemesi, dini makamlar
tesis edip bu makamlara Siinnileri getirmesi ve agilan medreseler araciligiyla Stinnf akaidi
On plana ¢ikarmasi Siinniligin gelismesinin oniinii agmistir. Mezhepler tarihi agisindan
bakildiginda da Selguklular devrinde agilan Nizamiye Medreselerinin etkisiyle gii¢ kazanan
Es'ariligin yerini Timur ve ardillari devrinde Maveraiinnehir merkezli Matiiridilige
biraktig1 gortilmiistiir.

* Bu ¢alisma Hasan Giimiisoglu danismanliginda devam eden “Stinnilik ve Siilik Temelinde
Emir Timur'un Mezhep Siyaseti” adli Yiiksek Lisans tezi esas almarak hazirlanmistir
(Yalova: Yalova Universitesi, Lisansiistii Egitim Enstitiisii, Yiiksek Lisans Tezi, 2023).
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Abstract

Amir Timir won the struggle for dominance of the Chagatai society, one of the four parts
that emerged after the Mongol Empire was disintegrated. He established his rule-based in
Samarkand in the second half of the 14th century. Amir Timar’s struggle with the
dynasties formed with the dissolution of Ilkhanid domination in the Khorasan lands, where
he expanded his sovereignty after 1370 when he came to power and occupied an important
part of his political life. Since Khorasan is an area where Islamic sects spread and settled,
it is known as a geography where sectarian conflicts are not lacking and the states
establishing administration in the region face problems. While Tim{ir wanted to seize
Khorasan to rebuild the Ilkhanid throne, he abolished Shiite dynasties such as Serbedaris
and Marashis and Sunni dynasties such as Kerts and Muzaffaris. However, he gave an image
of supporting Sunnism in his struggle with the Shiites. Similarly, with its harsh attitude
towards Hurufis, who originated from Shiism, it did not recognize any movement that it
thought was harmful to Sunnism. After capturing the lands of Chaghatay and Ilkhanate,
he made expeditions to another Mongolian nation, Altinorda. His campaigns in Anatolia,
Syria, and Iraq regions outside the Mongolian zone caused him to come face to face with
the states in the area. Based on the practices of Timiir, who lost his life in 1405 when he
launched his last expedition on China, during his military and political activities, many
opinions have been put forward about his understanding of religion and sect. The fact that
different interpretations were made due to Timiir’s personality and religious life and that
no study on this subject in the history of sects prompted us to investigate this issue. In this
study, we aimed to reveal Amir Timir’s approach to sects and his effects on the political
activities he continued throughout his rule. In our study, we benefited from the
Zafarnamas of Nizamaddin Shami and Ali Yazdi, who are historians of the Timirid period,
and the works of Aja’ib al-Maqdur by Tbni Arabshah and the an-Nujum al-Zahirah of the
Mamluk Historian Ibn Taghribirdi. We also examined the studies on Feridun Bey
Munshaat, in which his correspondence with Sultan Bayezid was recorded. In addition,
studies and copyrighted works with the History of Timiir were also used. As a result of our
examination, it has been seen that Amir Timur’s activities, beyond the religious and
sectarian concerns, benefited from all kinds of situations to realize the aim of absolute
domination with the influence of the understanding of Turkish and Mongolian
sovereignty. While he was seen as the protector of Sunnism against the Shiites in the
Khorasan region, he also eliminated the Sunni dynasties in the region. He organized
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expeditions to the lands of Altinorda, which was also Sunni. Therefore, it is seen that he
built the aforementioned regions to unite the Mongol lands directly, not because of the
problem arising from any religion and sect. The reason why he abolished the Shiite
dynasties in Khorasan and Mazandaran is that they caused problems against the
sovereignty of the Shiites. It is understood that he put his political goals on a religious basis
by introducing himself as uli al-amr in his struggle against Sunni dynasties in the Near
East, where he launched a campaign for different reasons, such as the Ottoman and
Mamluks. Therefore, it is seen that Amir Timir’s military activities were due to political
reasons rather than the influence of the Sunni Islam belief. In addition, his support of
Sunni scholars and clergy, as well as the Seljuks during his rule, establishing religious
offices and bringing Sunnis to these positions, and bringing the Sunni creed to the
forefront through the opened madrasas paved the way for the development of Sunnism.
In terms of the history of the sects, it has been seen that Ash’arism, which gained strength
with the influence of the Nizamiya Madrasahs opened in the Seljuk period, left its place to
the Transoxiana-centered Maturidism during the reign of Timiir and his successors.

* This study was prepared based on the Master’s thesis titled “Amir Timiir’s Sectarian
Politics based on Sunnism and Shiism”, which was continued under the supervision of
Associate Professor Hasan Giimiisoglu (Yalova: Yalova University, Institute of Graduate
Studies, Master Thesis, 2023).
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