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Oz

Edebt bir tiir olan “seyahatname” yazarin gezdigi, gordiigii yerlerle ilgili izlenimlerini
kaleme aldig1 yazi tiirtidiir. 19. yiizyll Osmanl matbuatinda Avrupa {izerine yazilmis
seyahatnamelerin sayisinda ciddi bir artis gbze carpar. Bu ¢alismada Ahmet Mithat
Efendi’nin kurmaca bir seyahat eseri olan ‘Paris’te Bir Tiirk’ roman ile ‘Avrupa’da Bir
Cevelan’ seyahatnamesi arasindaki catigmalar irdelenmistir. Bu konunun dikkatlere
sunulmasinin nedeni Ahmet Mithat Efendi’den hareketle Osmanli aydimmm Bati
medeniyetine yaklasgimlarindaki celiskileri sorgulamaktir. Batilasma dénemi Osmanli
aydini Paris’i ilerleme ve gelismisligin merkezi olarak gérmis ve Avrupa’ya Paris
penceresinden bakmustir. Ahmet Mithat okudugu romanlar, tarih kitaplari, cografya
kitaplari, seyahat rehberleri, seyahatnameler, resimler, haritalar, ansiklopediler ve hayal
glicli sayesinde kurmaca bir¢ok eserinde Paris’i konu edinmistir. Yazar, Paris’i mekin
olarak sectigi kurmaca eserlerinden en dnemlisi olan ‘Paris’te Bir Tiirk’ baslikli romanini
kaleme aldiktan on ii¢ y1l sonra Paris’i gormiistiir. 1889 yilinda Stockholm’de yapilan VIIL
Milletleraras: Miistesrikler Kongresine II. Abdiilhamid’in gérevlendirmesiyle Osmanli
delegesi olarak katilan yazarin Avrupa seyahati yaklasik ti¢ buguk ay siirmiistiir. Yazarin
Paris seyahati kongre sonrasindadir ve Paris’te on iki glin kalmistir. Yazar, Avrupa
seyahatinin raporu mahiyetinde olan 1044 sayfalik ‘Avrupa’da Bir Cevelan’
seyahatnamesinin 300 sayfay1 asan kismini Avrupa seyahatinde en uzun siire kaldig1 Paris
gozlemlerine ayirmistir. Paris’in meydanlarini, parklarini, kiliselerini, okullarin,
hastanelerini, saraylarini, miizelerini, tiyatrolarini, sergilerini, kiitiiphanelerini, eglence
mekanlarini, fabrikalarini, mezarliklarini istanbul-Paris karsilagtirmasi baglaminda
aktarmugtir. Oryantalizme karsi bir savunma olarak ‘Paris’te Bir Tiirk’ romani kurmaca bir
seyahatin, oryantalist fikirlere karsi oksidentalist bir savunma olan ‘Avrupa’da Bir Cevelan’
eseri fiziki bir seyahatin anlatimidir. Yazarin ‘Paris’te Bir Tiirk’ romanimnda hayal giicii ile
konu edindigi Paris ile ‘Avrupa’da Bir Cevelan’ eserinde gozlemleri ile tamittig: Paris
birbirinden farklidir ve bu durum kendi i¢inde ¢atismaya neden olur. Yazarin ‘Avrupa’da
Bir Cevelan’ seyahatnamesinde kitaplardan 6grendigi Paris’e dair imge ve kabullerini
dogrulatma cabasi iginde oldugu gézlemlenir ve kitaplardan 6grendigi Paris’i zihninden
gerceklige tasima gayreti celiskiler dogurur. Her ne kadar zihninde insa ettigi hayali
Paris’in gergegi ile ortlstiigiinii vurgulasa da bazi geliskiler bulunmaktadir: Kiyafetin
insanlar hakkindaki ényargi ve fikirleri belirlemesi, Avrupalilarin islamiyet, Osmanli ve
Turkler hakkindaki yanlis imgeleri, Seine Nehri, Eiffel Kulesi ve Opera binasi gibi pek ¢ok
yerin kiiciik ve gosterissiz olmasi gibi bircok konuda celiskiler tespit edilmistir.
GCalismamizda hayali olarak gerceklesen bir seyahat ile fiziki olarak gerceklestirilen
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seyahat arasindaki karsitliklar iizerine yaptigimiz degerlendirme ve tespitlerle Ahmet
Mithat Efendi'nin Bat1 medeniyetine yiizeysel bilgilerle yaklastig1 sonucuna ulagilmistir.
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Abstract

“Travel Book”, a literary genre, is a type of writing in which the author writes about his
impressions of the places he has travelled and seen. In the 19th century Ottoman press,
there was a significant increase in the number of travel books written on Europe. In this
study, the conflicts between Ahmet Mithat Efendi’s novel ‘Paris’te Bir Tiirk’, a fictional
travel work, and his travel book ‘Avrupa’da Bir Cevelan’ are examined. The reason for
presenting this subject to the attention is to question the contradictions in the approaches
of the Ottoman intellectuals to Western civilisation with reference to Ahmet Mithat Efendi.
The Ottoman intellectuals of the Westernisation period saw Paris as the centre of progress
and development and looked at Europe from the Parisian perspective. Ahmet Mithat made
Paris the subject of many of his fictional works through novels, history books, geography
books, travel guides, travel books, pictures, maps, encyclopedias and his imagination. The
author saw Paris thirteen years after he wrote his novel ‘Paris’te Bir Tiirk’, the most
important of his fictional works in which he chose Paris as a setting. In 1889, the author
participated in the VIIith International Congress of Orientalists held in Stockholm as the
Ottoman delegate upon the appointment of Abdiilhamid II, and his European travels lasted
approximately three and a half months. The author travelled to Paris after the congress
and stayed in Paris for twelve days. The author devoted more than 300 pages of his 1044-
page travel book ‘Avrupa’da Bir Cevelan’, which is a report of his European journey, to his
observations on Paris, where he stayed the longest during his European journey. He
describes the squares, parks, churches, schools, hospitals, palaces, museums, theatres,
exhibitions, libraries, entertainment venues, factories, and cemeteries of Paris in the
context of the Istanbul-Paris comparison. The novel ‘Paris’te Bir Tiirk’, as a defence against
Orientalism, is the narrative of a fictional journey, while ‘Avrupa’da Bir Cevelan’, as an
occidentalist defence against Orientalist ideas, is the narrative of a physical journey. The
Paris that the author describes with his imagination in ‘Paris’te Bir Tiirk’ and the Paris that
he introduces with his observations in ‘Avrupa’da Bir Cevelan’ are different from each
other, and this situation causes a conflict within itself. In his travel book ‘Avrupa’da Bir
Cevelan’, it is observed that the author is in an effort to confirm his images and
assumptions about Paris, which he learned from books, and his effort to bring Paris, which
he learned from books, from his mind to reality gives rise to contradictions. Although he
emphasizes that the imaginary Paris he constructs in his mind coincides with the reality,
there are some contradictions: Clothes determine prejudices and ideas about people,
Europeans’ false images of Islam, Ottomans and Turks, the Seine River, the Eiffel Tower,
and the Opera House are small and unpretentious. In our study, we have concluded that
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Ahmet Mithat Efendi approached Western civilisation with superficial knowledge with the
evaluations and determinations we made on the contrasts between an imaginary travel
and a physically realised travel.
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