Farabi’'nin Felsefe Sisteminde Tanr1’nin Varligini Bilmenin iki Yolu

Haticetiil Kiibra Ozelgi

https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7690-9112 | 83 kubra.ozelci@gmail.com
Doktora Ogrencisi, Necmettin Erbakan Universitesi, Konya, Tiirkiye

Oz

Farabi'nin felsefe sistemi, Tanri'nin varligmm kesin bir bigimde bilinebilecegi iddiasin:
tasimaktadir. Buna gore, Tanr'nin varligi, burhén bir bilgidir. FArabi, Tanr1'y1 ilk Neden
olarak ve ilk lke olarak nitelemektedir. Biz calisjmamizda, FArabi'nin Tanri'min varligin,
bilgi diizeyinde (epistemolojik olarak) nasil agikladig1 ve nasil temellendirdigi sorusu ile
ilgilendik. Farabi, El Medinetiil Fazila eserinde Tanrrdan bir temel ilke olarak
bahsetmektedir. O, ilimlerin Sayim eserinde ise kisinin, Tanri’'nin varliginin bilgisine, diger
varliklar1 nedensel bir diizen iginde bildikten sonra erisecegini sdylemektedir. Tanri
kavraminin, Farabl tarafindan hem temel ilke olarak kabul edildigi hem de
temellendirildigi gériilmektedir. Bu durum nasil anlagilmalidir? Eger Tanri, ilk Neden
olarak bir temel ilke ise, bu ilkenin neden temellendirilmesi gerekli goriilmektedir?
Tanr’'nin varlig: bir temel inang midir? Eger Gyleyse, bu inancin, baska inanglara bagh
olmamas1 gerekmez mi? Fardbi'nin disiince sistemi icinde kalarak bu sorularin
cevaplanabilecegini diistinmekteyiz. Bu calismamizda, Faribi'nin felsefe sisteminde,
Tanrt’nin varliginin bilgisine erisimin yollarini arastirdik. Dolayisiyla, Tanri'nin varligimm
Farabi'nin felsefe sistemindeki yeri tizerine, biitiinciil bir bakis acis1 ortaya koyduk. Bu
bakis acisinin biitiinciil oldugu s6ylemi, Tanri’'min varlig: ile ilgili arastirmamizda,
Farabi'nin biitiin olarak felsefe sistemini dikkate almamizla ilgilidir. Arastirmamizda,
Farabi'nin felsefe sisteminde, Tanri'min varliginin kesin bilgi oldugu goriisiinii agiklamay1
hedefledik. Arastirmada nitel arastirma yontemini kullandik. Metin analizi yaparak
verileri topladik, yorumladik ve sonuca ulastik. Metin analizi yaparken analitik ve
hermeneutik yontemleri birlikte kullandik. Firabi'nin felsefe sisteminde, Tanrimin
varliginin bilgisine erisimde iki yoldan s6z edildigine ulastik. Bunlardan birinde, apriori
bilgi niteligindeki ilk Neden, ilk “mak{lat”lardan biri olarak tanitilir. Digerinde ise flk
Neden'’in bilgisine, varliga dair diger nedenleri bildikten sonra erisilir. Biz bu durumun,
bahsedilen ilk ilkelerin (makdlat) bilinebilirlik acgisindan es-deger olmamasiyla
aciklanabilecegine vardik. Nitekim Farabi ilk ilkelerin bazilarinin kolayca herkes
tarafindan bilindigini, bazilarininsa belirli bir ¢aba ve diisinme sonucu bilindigini ifade
etmektedir. Sonugta, biz, FArabi’'nin felsefesinde, Tanri'nin, bir ilk ilke olarak insanin
zihninde en basindan beri bulunsa da bu ilkenin ¢ok agik olmadigini tespit ettik. Bu ilkenin
kavranmasi, caba ve diistinme gerektirir. Ayrica, bu yaklasimimiz, Tanr’nin ilk ilkelerden
biri olarak insan zihninde olmasina ragmen, neden herkesin Tanri inancina sahip olmadig
sorusuna da Farabi'nin felsefe sistemi i¢inde bir yanit olusturabilmektedir.
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* Bu caliyma Prof. Dr. Bayram DALKILIC damismanhiginda 2020 tarihinde tamamladigimiz “Farabi
Metafiziginde Tanri1 Hakkinda Bilgi Uzerine Bir Arastirma” bashkli doktora semineri esas alinarak
hazirlanmistir (Doktora Semineri, Necmettin Erbakan Universitesi, Konya, Tiirkiye, 2020).
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Abstract

Al-Farabi’s philosophical system calims that God’s existence can be known with certainty.
Accordingly, God’s existence is a demonstrative (burhan) knowledge. Al-Farabi describes
God as the First Cause and the First Principle. In our study, we are interested in the
question of how al-Farabi explains and grounds God’s existence at the level of knowledge
(epistemologically). In his book, Virtious City, al-Farabi mentions God as a basic prenciple.
In his book Abbreviation of Sciences, he states that one can attain the knowledge of God’s
existence only after knowing other beings in a causal order. In this case it is seen that al-
Farabi both accepts the concept of God as a basic prenciple and grounds it. How should
this situation be understood? If God is a basic principle as the First Cause, then why is it
necessary to justify this principle? Is the existence of God a basic belief? If so, should not
this belief not depend on other beliefs. We think that these questions can be answered by
staying within al-Farabi’s system of thought. In this study, we have searched the ways of
accessing the knowledge of God’s existence in al-Farabi’s philosophical system. Therefore,
we put forward a holistic perspective on the place of God’s existence in al-Farabi’s
philosophical system. The statement that this perspective is holistic means that in our
research on God’s existence, we have considered al-Farabi’s philosophical system as a
whole. In our research, we aimed to explain al-Farabi’s view that God’s existence is certain
knowledge in his philosophical system. We used qualitative research method in our
research. We collected, interpreted, and concluded data by analysing texts. We used
analytical and hermeneutic methods together while analysing the texts. We found that al-
Farabi’s philosophical system mentions two ways of accesing the knowledge of God’s
existence. In one of them, the First Cause, which is apriori knowledge, is introduced as one
of the first ‘maqulat’. In the other, the knowledge of the First Cause is accessed after
knowing the other causes of existence. We have concluded that this can be explained by
the fact that these first principles (maqulat) are not equivalent in terms of knowability. As
a matter of fact, al-Farabi states that some of the first principles are easily known by
everyone, while others are known after a certain effort and reflection. As a result, we have
found that although God as a first principle is present in the human mind from the very
beginning in al-Farabi’s philosophy, this principle is not very clear. The comprehension of
this principle requires effort and reflection. More over this approach of ours can answer
the question of why not everyone beliefs in God despite the fact that God is present in the
human mind as a first principle within al-Farabi’s philosophical system.
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* This study is extracted from my doctorate seminar entitled “A Research on Knowledge of God
in Al-Farabi’s Metaphysic”, supervised by Prof. Dr. Bayram DALKILIC (Ph.D. seminar, Necmettin
Erbakan University, Konya, Tiirkiye, 2020).
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