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Oz

Paleo-biyologlar vebanin veya bu hastaliga sebep olan Y.pestis bakterisinin 2.600 y1l 6nce
Gin'de ya da eski Sovyetler Birligi cografyasinda ortaya ¢iktigi ve ¢esitli yollarla Avrupa,
Gliney Amerika, Afrika ve Giineydogu Asya’ya yayildig1 goriisiindedir. 14. asirda Avrupa’y1
yerle bir eden veba, milyonlarca insanin Sliimiine yol agmisti. Bu, baska hicbir atesli
hastalikta goriilmeyen iltihapl ¢ibanlar ve salg bezi tiimdrleriyle kendini gosteren bir
hastalikt1. Veba, bu iltihapl ¢ibanlar ve deride ortaya ¢ikan ¢liriimeye isaret eden siyah
lekeler nedeniyle Almanya’da ve Avrupa’nin kuzey kralliklarinda Kara Oliim, italya’da ise
La Mortalega Grande, yani Biiyiik Oliim olarak adlandirilmigti. Tiim ortacag kayitlari veba
hastaliginin yayilmasini farelere baglamaktadir ve gercekten de Pasteurrella prestos ya da
Y. pestis bakterisinin enfekte farelerin pireleri tarafindan tagindigi bilinmektedir. Veba,
ortagaglarda Hindistan'da da yayilmisti. XIV. yiizyihn {inlii seyyali ibn Batuta,
Muhammed bin Tugluk’'in (1324-51) ordusuyla birlikte Bidar’da konakladigi sirada
hiyarcikli vebanin patlak verdigini ve agir can kayiplara yol agtigimi bildirmektedir.
Babiir, 1526 senesinde kuzey Hindistan’da Babiirlii imparatorlugu'nu kurdugunda veba ok
yaygin degildi. Ancak halefleri dsneminde bu hastalik yayilmisti. Bilhassa Cihangir Sah'in
1605’te tahta ¢ikisinin on birinci y1l déniimiinde, yani 1616 yilinda Pencap, Lahor, Sirhind,
Doab ve Delhi’ye kadar uzanmisti. Bu hastalik 1619 yilina kadar basta baskent Agra olmak
lizere Babiirlii imparatorlugu'nun diger bolgelerine de yayilmisti. Biz de bu sebeple
Cihangir Sah Devrinde Babiirlii Imparatorlugu sinirlarinda 1616-1619 yillar1 arasinda siiren
veba salgimini calisma konusu olarak belirledik. S6z konusu salginin, Cihangir Sah
dénemindeki ilk biiytik salgin olmasi ve baskent Agra ve gevresinde biiyiik kayiplara yol
acmast sebebiyle 6nem tasimaktadir. Bu ¢alismada dénemin ana kaynaklarina basvurmak
suretiyle, Cihangir Sah devrinde meydana gelen bu salginin belirtileri, insanlar tizerindeki
etkisi, alman 6nlemler ve sonuglar: arastirilmistir. Elde ettigimiz bulgulardan, bu salginin
Babiirlii imparatorlugu’na siyasi, sosyal, ticari ve ekonomik alanda zararli sonuglari oldugu
tespit edilmistir. Veba salgini boyunca Cihangir Sah'in baskent Agra’ya girememesinden
dolay1 devletin yonetim merkezinden uzak kalmasi, devlet islerinden de uzak kaldig
anlamima geldiginden, bu salginin en énemli olumsuz siyasi sonucu olarak karsimiza
¢ikmaktadir. Ayrica vebanin bulasici ve Sldiiriicii etkisi, aile bireylerinin birbirinden uzak
durmasina ve bazi yerlesim alanlarinin terk edilmesine kapi aralamisti. Bu gelismeler,
salginin sosyal alandaki olumsuz etkileri olarak kendisini géstermektedir. Bununla birlikte
salginin ticari faaliyetler yoluyla bulasmast, ticari tirlinlerin satist yerine giivenli yerlerde
muhafaza edilmesini zorunlu hale getirmisti. Bu sebeple salginin etkili oldugu Agra ve
civarinda ticari faaliyetlerin yavasladigi goriilmektedir. Kaynaklar rakamlara dayali bir
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veri sunmasa da, salginin sadece baskent ve civarindaki ticari hayati olumsuz etkilemesi
bile iilke ekonomisinin salgindan zarar gérdiigiinii agik¢a ortaya koymaktadir.
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Abstract

Palaeo-biologists believe that the plague or the Y. pestis bacterium that causes it,
originated in China or the former Soviet Union 2,600 years ago and spread by various
means to Europe, South America, Africa and Southeast Asia. In the 14th century, plague
ravaged Europe, killing millions of people. It was a disease characterised by festering boils
and glandular tumours that were not seen in any other febrile disease. Because of these
festering boils and the black spots on the skin that signalled decay, the plague was called
the Black Death in Germany and the northern kingdoms of Europe, and La Mortalega
Grande, the Great Death, in Italy. All medieval records attribute the spread of plague to
rats, and indeed the bacterium Pasteurrella prestos or Y. pestis is known to have been
carried by fleas of infected rats. Plague also spread in India during the Middle Ages. Ibn
Batuta, the famous traveller of the XIVth century, reported that when Muhammad bin
Tughluk (1324-51) was staying with his army in Bidar, bubonic plague broke out and caused
heavy casualties. When Babur founded the Baburid Empire in northern India in 1526,
plague was not very common. However, this disease spread during the reign of his
successors. In particular, on the eleventh anniversary of Jahangir Shah’s accession to the
throne in 1605, i.e. in 1616, it extended to Punjab, Lahore, Sirhind, Doab, and Delhi. By 1619,
this disease had spread to the capital Agra, and other parts of the Babiirlu Empire. For this
reason, we have chosen the plague epidemic that lasted between 1616-1619 in the borders
of the Baburid Empire during the reign of Jahangir Shah as the subject of our study. The
epidemic in question is important because it was the first major epidemic in the reign of
Jahangir Shah and caused great losses in and around the capital Agra. In this study, by
consulting the main sources of the period, the symptoms of this epidemic that occurred
during the reign of Jahangir Shah, its effects on people, the measures taken, and its results
were investigated. From the findings we have obtained, it has been determined that this
epidemic had harmful consequences for the Babiirlii Empire in the political, social,
commercial and economic fields. The fact that Jahangir Shah could not enter the capital
Agra during the plague epidemic, which meant that he stayed away from the
administrative centre of the state, was the most important negative political consequence
of this epidemic. In addition, the contagious and lethal effect of the plague paved the way
for family members to stay away from each other and some settlements to be abandoned.
These developments show themselves as the negative effects of the epidemic in the social
sphere. However, the transmission of the epidemic through commercial activities made it
obligatory to store commercial products in safe places instead of selling them. For this
reason, it is seen that commercial activities in and around Agra, where the epidemic was
effective, slowed down. Although the sources do not provide any quantitative data, the
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fact that the outbreak only negatively affected the commercial life in and around the
capital clearly shows that the country’s economy was damaged by the epidemic.
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