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Oz

Haskala 18. yiizyilin ikinci yarisindan itibaren Almanya’da dogup 19. yiizyihn sonuna
dogru Dogu Avrupa’da gelisen sosyo-kiiltiirel bir harekettir. Avrupa’da Aydinlanma
diistincesinin zirvede oldugu dénemde Yahudilerin sosyolojik anlamda modernlesme
stirecine girmelerini ve i¢cinde yasadiklar1 toplumla biitiinlesme (asimile olma) ¢abasini
ifade eder. Aydinlanmanin dogal bir sonucu olarak Yahudi aydinlanmasi da dine karsi
mesafeli bir siireci yani Yahudilerin laiklesmesini ve hatta sekiilerlesmesini ifade eder.
“Maskilim (Aydinlanmacilar) olarak bilinen bu akimin savunuculari, Avrupa
Aydinlanmasindan  etkilenerek Yahudi halkini canlandirmay1r amaglayan geng
entelektiieller, yazarlar ve egitimcilerdi. Tiim insanlar arasinda hosgorii, anlayis ve
hiimanizmi savunan yeni bir Akil Cagi'nin gelmekte oldugunu disiindiiler. Haskala yani
Yahudi aydinlanmasi, Avrupa’daki Yahudilerin bir yandan fbrani kiiltiiriinii canlandirmaya
calisirken diger yandan Bati kiltiiriiyle biitiinlesmelerini ifade eder. Haskala modern
Yahudi milliyetciligi ve onun irk¢1 kolu Siyonizmin ortaya ¢ikmasina sebep oldugu icin ayri
bir 6neme sahiptir. Haskala Yahudilerin biiyiik timitlerle sarildiklar1 Batilhi Aydinlanmaci
degerlerin Yahudiler agisindan basarisiziginin ya da kendi deyimleriyle Avrupal
toplumlarin Yahudilere ihanetlerinin sonucu olarak Siyonizmin ortaya ¢ikmasinda itici
etken olacaktir. Siyonizmin ortaya ¢ikmasinin arkasinda Avrupa’da ve Rusya topraklarinda
yasayan Yahudilere yonelik ayrimcilik ve irkeilik diistincesi ve bu diisiincenin pratige
yansimasli olan pogromlar yatar. Bu ayrimcilik ve dislama, gettolarda yasayan Yahudilerin
biiyiik timitlerle i¢inde yasadiklari toplumla biitiinlesmelerine kapi araladigi diistiniilen
ozglirlesme (emancipation) siireciyle birlikte basarisizliga ugradig: icin Yahudi aydinlar
¢dziimii kendi iclerinde ve Avrupa disinda s6zde vaad edilmis topraklarda (arz-1 mev’tid)
bulma gayreti icine girmislerdir. Basarisizligin biraktigi derin hayal kirikliginin arkasinda,
18. yiizy1l Aydinlanmasinin yarattig iyimserlik ve ilerleme diistincesinin Yahudilere de
sirayet etmesinden kaynaklanan iyimser toplumsal biitiinlesme beklentisi yatiyordu.
Aydinlanma degerlerinin ve siire¢ icinde Yahudilere tanman vatandaglik hakkinin
Avrupa’daki diger devletlerde de genellesmeye baslamasi ile Yahudiler icinde yasadiklari
toplumlara asimile olup o {ilke i¢in ¢aligma, onun vatandasi olma ve o iilkeye hizmet etme
gayreti icine girmislerdir. Aydinlanma ve 6zgiirlesme hareketi Yahudilerin yasadiklari
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toplumlarda asimilasyonu ve dzgiirlesmesi olarak goriilmiistiir ¢linkii bu siire¢ Yahudilerin
icinde bulunduklar1 toplumda hizla yiikselmelerine ve yeni statiiler elde ederek o tilke
vatandaslariyla esit pozisyona gelmelerine imkan saglamustir. Yahudilerin asimilasyonu
icinde bulunduklar1 toplumdaki sinif ve statii basamaklarini esit olmayan bigimde de olsa
cikabilmeleri anlamina geliyordu. Yani Yahudiler ekonomik hayata girerek ve sosyal statii
elde ederek toplumsal tabakalasmadaki pozisyonlarimi degistirebilme imkinina sahip
olabiliyorlardi. Zaten modernlesme ve onun sacayaklarindan olan Aydinlanma degerleri,
evrensel esitleyici olarak modern diinyadaki tiim insan tiirlerini eninde sonunda
esitleyecekti. Ancak statii degisikligi Avrupa toplumlarinda yerel halk ve siyasi irade
tarafindan kabul gdrmemistir. Asimilasyon gerceklesmedigi gibi siddet olaylarinin
(pogrom) artmasi sonrasinda biitiinlesmenin gerceklesmeyecegi goriiliince Yahudiler i¢in
Siyonizm, kurtulusun-6zgiirlesmenin ancak yeni ve kendilerine ait bir iilkede daha gergekgi
bir secenek olarak ortaya ¢ikmasina neden olmustur.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Haskala, Siyonizm, Maskilim, Aydinlanma, Modernlesme.



Haskala as a Precursor of Jewish Nationalism and Zionism

Tevfik ERDEM

https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7658-1735
tevfik.erdem@hbv.edu.tr

Prof. Dr., Ankara Haci Bayram Veli University,
Economics And Administrative Sciences, Ankara, Tiirkiye

Arlinda ISMANI
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8524-4658
arlinda.1996@hotmail.com

Ph.D. student, Ankara University,

Basic Islamic Sciences, Ankara, Tiirkiye

Abstract

Haskala is a socio-cultural movement born in Germany in the second half of the 18th
century and developed in Eastern Europe towards the end of the 19th century. It refers to
the sociological modernization of the Jews and their efforts to integrate (assimilate) with
the society in which they lived during the period when Enlightenment thought was at its
peak in Europe. As a natural consequence of the Enlightenment, Jewish enlightenment also
refers to a process of distancing from religion, that is, the secularization and even seculari-
zation of Jews. “The proponents of this movement, known as the Maskilim (Enlighten-
mentists), were young intellectuals, writers and educators who, influenced by the European
Enlightenment, sought to revitalize the Jewish people. They believed that a new Age of Rea-
son was coming, advocating tolerance, understanding and humanism among all people.”
Haskala, or Jewish enlightenment, refers to the integration of Jews in Europe with Western
culture while trying to revive Hebrew culture. Haskala is of particular importance because
it led to the emergence of modern Jewish nationalism and its racist offshoot Zionism. Haska-
lah would be the driving factor in the emergence of Zionism as a result of the failure of the
Western Enlightenment values that Jews clung to with great hopes, or in their own words,
the betrayal of the Jews by European societies. Behind the emergence of Zionism lies the
idea of discrimination and racism against Jews living in Europe and Russia, and the pogroms
that were the reflection of this idea in practice. Since this discrimination and exclusion
failed along with the emancipation process, which was thought to have opened the door for
Jews living in ghettos to integrate with the society they lived in with great hopes, Jewish
intellectuals sought to find the solution within themselves and outside Europe in the so-
called promised land (arz-1 mev’id). Behind the deep disappointment left by the failure lay
the optimistic expectation of social integration stemming from the optimism generated by
the 18th century Enlightenment and the permeation of the idea of progress to the Jews. As
the values of the Enlightenment and the citizenship rights granted to Jews began to be gen-
eralized in other European states, Jews began to assimilate into the societies in which they
lived and to work for, become citizens of and serve the country. The enlightenment and
emarncipation movement was seen as the assimilation and emancipation of Jews in the so-
cieties in which they lived, because this process enabled Jews to rise rapidly in the society
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in which they lived and to achieve new statuses and equal positions with the citizens of that
country. The assimilation of Jews meant that they could move up the ladder of class and
status in the society they lived in, albeit unevenly. In other words, Jews were able to change
their position in social stratification by entering economic life and gaining social status. In
any case, modernization and its pillars, the Enlightenment values, as the universal equal-
izer, would eventually equalize all human species in the modern world. However, the
change of status was not accepted by the local population and political will in European
societies. As assimilation did not take place and it was seen that integration would not take
place after the increase in violent incidents (pogroms), Zionism emerged as a more realistic
option for the Jews as salvation-liberation only in a new country of their own.
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