19. Yiizyilda Yasayan Yahudi Oryantalistlerin
Giiniimiiz israil Devleti’nin Kurulusuna Katkilar1

Ali ACAR
https://orcid.org/0009-0006-1289-1703
aliacar@mu.edu.tr

Ogr. Gor. Dr., Mugla Sitki Kogman Universitesi
Temel islam Bilimleri, Tefsir, Mugla, Tiirkiye

Oz

19. yiizy1l diinyada bir¢ok gelismenin yasandigi bir asir olarak bilinmektedir. ilgili
yiizyilda toplumlarin karakteristik yapis1 degismis, modernite olgusu her sahada 6n plana
¢tkmaya baslamistir. Boylece gesitli fikir akimlari yayilmis ve giintimiiziin ulus-
devletlerini blinyesinde barindiran imparatorluklar yikilmaya yiiz tutmustur. Osmanli ve
Avusturya- Macaristan Imparatorluklari da bahsi gecen yikilis siirecini yasamislardir.
1871°de Fransa-Prusya Savasi sirasinda ulus-devlet haline gelen Almanya, bu ¢alismanin
da konusu itibariyle 6nem arz eden bir demografik degisme yasamis ve birgok Yahudi
oryantalistin yetismesine olanak saglamistir. Bahsedilen tarihi atmosfer icerisinde
Yahudi Oryantalizmin dogusu, miistakil bir devlet kuramayan Yahudilerin ve Yahudi
oryantalistlerin Avrupa'nin cesitli yerlerinde ikamet etmesiyle ortaya ¢ikmaktadir.
Calismanin amaci, Ignaz Goldziher (1850- 1921), Gustav Weil (1808-1889), Gottlieb Leitner
(1840-1899) gibi Yahudi oryantalistlerin ilmi faaliyetler adi altinda 19. yiizyilda
Avrupa’nin merkezinden Ortadogu’ya yaptiklar1 ziyaretlerle sekillenen bdlgesel
calismalarini ortaya koymak, gittikleri yerlerde islami ilimlerden nasil istifade ettiklerini
incelemektir. Bu oryantalistlerin Avrupa’da “Avrupa’nin dogulular’” imajina sahip
olmalari, Yahudiligi, Islamiyetin deposu gibi gosterme gayretleri, fikirsel manada 20.
yiizy1l israil Devleti’nin kurulusuna zemin hazirlamistir. Calisma yéntem agisindan, nitel,
elestirel bir analize dayanmaktadir. Ayrica konuya dair kiyaslamali bir yaklasim da
saglayan bu yontem, calismada ulasilan sonuglarin sihhati agisindan 6nem arz
etmektedir. Nitekim bu c¢alisma, Yahudi oryantalistlerin Ortadogu’daki bolgesel
seyahatleri ve aktivitelerini inceleyerek giiniimiizde kendini haksiz bir sekilde
konumlandiran israil Devleti’nin kurulus fikirlerine katkilarini somut bir sekilde gosterir.
Dahasi israil Devleti'nin “Siyonist” hareketlerle dogrudan veya dolayli baglantilarinm
ortaya koyar. 19. ylizyilda baslayan, Yahudi oryantalistlerden kaynakh fikir akimlar
kiltiirel bir miras olarak goriinse de aslinda bélge halklari tarafindan iyi analiz
edilmemistir. Bu akimlar, Siyonist bir felsefe giiden israil Devleti’nin Miisliiman
cografyaya nasil insani zararlar verdigini aciklar nitelikleri haizdir. 20. yiizyila da etki
eden Yahudi oryantalistlerin fikirleri degismediginden, Dogu’da yapilan arastirmalarin
elestirel cercevede incelenmesi zorunluluk gosterir. Nitekim glniimiiz diinyasi, 21.
ylizyllda israil Devletinin Filistinlilere zulmiinii izlemektedir. Gegmiste yapilan
duyarsizliklarin 6niine gecilmesi ise yabanci kaynaklari elestirel bir tislupla irdelemeyi
zorunlu kilar. Bununla birlikte bize faydasi olmayan Yahudi oryantalistlerin islam dini ve
islam diinyasiyla alakali sadece iddialarini zikredip, analitik ¢alismalar yapmak yersiz
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olmaktadir. Yapilan iddia ve yaklasimlarin akademik boyuttaki acizligi her platformda
ifade edilmelidir. Ayrica bu hakikat, akademi diinyasinin vazifesidir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Yahudi Oryantalistler, Yahudi Oryantalizmi, Dogu- Bat, israil Devleti,
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Abstract

The 19th century is known as a century in which many developments took place in the
world. In the relevant century, the characteristic structure of societies changed and the
phenomenon of modernity began to come to the fore in every field. Thus, various currents
of thought spread and the Empires that included today’s nation-states began to collapse.
The Ottoman and Austro-Hungarian Empires also experienced the mentioned collapse pro-
cess. Germany, which became a nation-state during the Franco-Prussian War in 1871, expe-
rienced a demographic change that is important for the subject of this study and enabled
the training of many Jewish orientalists. In the mentioned historical atmosphere, the birth
of Jewish Orientalism emerged when Jews and Jewish orientalists who could not establish
an independent state resided in various parts of Europe. The aim of the study is to reveal
the regional studies shaped by the visits of Jewish orientalists such as Ignaz Goldziher (1850-
1921), Gustav Weil (1808-1889), Gottlieb Leitner (1840-1899) from the center of Europe to
the Middle East in the 19th century under the name of scientific activities, and to examine
how they benefited from Islamic sciences in the places they went. The fact that these ori-
entalists had the image of “Easterns of Europe” in Europe and their efforts to present Juda-
ism as the repository of Islam paved the way for the establishment of the 20th century State
of Israel in an intellectual sense. The study is based on a qualitative, critical analysis in terms
of method. This method, which also provides a comparative approach to the subject, is im-
portant for the validity of the results obtained in the study. As a matter of fact, this study
examines the regional travels and activities of Jewish orientalists in the Middle East and
concretely shows their contributions to the founding ideas of the State of Israel, which un-
fairly positions itself today. Moreover, it reveals the direct or indirect connections of the
State of Israel with “Zionist” movements. As a result, the study shows that although the
intellectual movements originating from the Jewish orientalists that started in the 19th cen-
tury appear to be a cultural heritage, they have not been well analyzed by the people of the
region. These movements have qualities that explain how the State of Israel, which follows
a Zionist philosophy, inflicts humanitarian harm on the Muslim geography. Since the ideas
of the Jewish orientalists, who influenced the 20th century, have not changed, it is necessary
to examine the studies conducted in the East within a critical framework. As a matter of
fact, today’s world is watching the State of Israel’s oppression of Palestinians in the 21st
century. Preventing past insensitivity necessitates examining foreign sources in a critical
manner. However, it would be inappropriate to carry out analytical studies and only men-
tion the claims of Jewish orientalists about the Islamic religion and the Islamic world, which
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are of no use to us. The academic inadequacy of those claims and approaches should be
expressed on every platform. Moreover, this truth is the duty of the academic world.
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