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Oz

Miisliimanlarin ilk kiblesi olan Mescid-i Aksd’y1 i¢inde barindiran Kudiis, islam
diinyasinda Mekke ve Medine’nin ardindan “liglincti harem” olarak kabul edilmistir.
Kudiis’iin Miisliimanlar nezdindeki bu 6zel konumu, sehirle ilgili hassasiyetlerin ve derin
manevi baglarin olusmasina neden olmustur. Bu durum hem toplumsal algilarda hem de
Kudiis’e hakim olan devletlerin uygulamalarinda somut bir sekilde gézlemlenmektedir.
Osmanh Imparatorlugu, 1516 yilinda Mercidabik Savasi ile Suriye’yi fethedip ertesi yil
Memliik Devleti'ni Kahire’de maglup ederek sona erdirirken Kudiis'ii de hakimiyetine
katmistir. 1917 yilinda Osmanli hikimiyeti sona erene kadar, Kudiis, semavi dinlerce kutsal
kabul edilen yapilar1 barindirmasi nedeniyle Osmanli idaresinde diger sehirlerden farkl,
ayricalikli bir siyasi ve idari statiiye sahip olmustur. Osmanli yonetimi boyunca Kudiis,
sadece Misliimanlar icin degil, Hristiyanlar ve Yahudiler i¢in de kutsal bir sehir olmasi
nedeniyle 6zenle korunmus ve bu hassasiyetin gostergesi olarak ¢ok yonlii idari ve mali
politikalar uygulanmistir. XVI. yiizyildan itibaren yaklasik dort yiizyil boyunca Osmanli
y6netimi altinda kalan Kudiis, bu ddnemde kutsal mekéanlarin korunmasi ve farkli inanglara
mensup insanlarin baris igcinde yasamasi adina 6zel bir ilgi gormistiir. Osmanlilar,
Kudiis’teki kutsal mekanlarin tamiratim saglamis, farkl dinlere mensup cemaatlerin ibadet
Ozgiirliigiine saygi gostermis ve sehirde hosgorii ortaminin olusmasina katkida
bulunmustur. Ayrica muafiyetler ile hangi dine mensup olursa olsun ahali ve vakiflar mali
ve siyasi acidan desteklenmeye calisilmistir. Bu calisma, XIX. yiizyilda Osmanh Devletinin
Kudiis’e tamidigi muafiyetlerin siyasi, ekonomik ve sosyal boyutlarini Osmanh arsiv
belgeleri iizerinden incelemeyi hedeflemektedir. Osmanlilar, Kudiis'iin hem islam diinyas:
hem de bdlgedeki stratejik konumunu géz 6niinde bulundurarak, sehre farkh tiirde vergi
muafiyetleri ile gesitli imtiyazlar tammustir. Bu baglamda ilk zikredilebilecek muafiyet,
siyasi boyutlari ile éne ¢ikan ve dzellikle de Kudiis suru dahilindeki Miisliiman ahalinin
askerlikten istisna tutulmasidir. Benzer sekilde bahsi gegen yiizyilda Kudiis tizerinde artan
yabanci devletlerin siyasi baskilarina karsi koymak amaciyla saglanan vergi muafiyetleri de
dikkat ¢ekmektedir. Kudiis'te insa olunacak yeni kilise ve manastirlardan vergi talep
edilmemesi ile gesitli Hristiyan ve Yahudi cemaatlerine ait vakif binalarina ait emlak ve
arazilerin vergiden istisnasi da tespit edilenler arasindadir. Kudiis Miisliiman ahalisi ise
mutasarrif olduklar: topraklardan elde ettikleri mahsullerin asar vergisinden muaf oldugu
gibi kiigiikbas hayvanlardan tahsil edilen agnam vergisinden de kendilerine muafiyet
taninmustir, Glimriik vergisi muafiyetleri ise en kapsamli ayricaliklar arasinda yer almakta
olup birgok farkli kalem bu muafiyet kapsami altinda degerlendirilmektedir. Tespit olunan
muafiyetler, XIX. yiizyil Kudiis sehri ahalisi ve dini cemaatlerinin mali y6nden
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desteklenmesi kadar sehir ve bdlge iizerinde siyasi emelleri olan yabanci devlet veya
gliclerin kurmaya caligtiklar1 baski ve niifuz faaliyetlerini engelleme c¢abalarimn
neticesindedir. Nitekim biitiin bu girisimler, Osmanlilar nazarinda ehemmiyetli bir konumu
isgal eden bu sehrin devletin zayifladigi bir dénemde elde tutulma cabalari olarak
degerlendirilmesi gayet tabiidir.
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Abstract

Jerusalem, which contains the Masjid al-Agsa, the first Qibla of Muslims, is considered
as the ‘third harem’ in the Islamic world after Mecca and Medina. This special position of
Jerusalem in the eyes of Muslims has led to the formation of sensitivities and deep spiritual
ties with the city. This situation is concretely observed both in social perceptions and in the
practices of the states that dominated Jerusalem. The Ottoman Empire incorporated Jeru-
salem into its territory in 1516 after the Battle of Marj Dabiq, during the conquest of Syria,
and subsequently ended the Mamluk Sultanate in Cairo in 1517. Until the end of Ottoman
rule in 1917, Jerusalem held a unique and privileged political and administrative status
within the Empire, distinct from other cities, due to its significance as a sacred site for the
three Abrahamic faiths. During Ottoman administration, Jerusalem was carefully preserved
not only as a holy city for Muslims but also for Christians and Jews. This reverence was re-
flected in the Empire’s multifaceted administrative and fiscal policies. Jerusalem, which re-
mained under Ottoman rule for nearly four centuries from the 16th century onwards, re-
ceived special attention in this period for the protection of holy sites and the peaceful co-
existence of people of different faiths. The Ottomans undertook the restoration of the city’s
holy sites, upheld the freedom of worship for various religious communities, and contrib-
uted to fostering an atmosphere of tolerance. Additionally, through exemptions, both the
local population and religious endowments, regardless of their religious affiliation, were
provided with financial and political support. This study aims to examine the political, eco-
nomic and social dimensions of the exemptions granted to Jerusalem by the Ottoman Em-
pire in the nineteenth century through Ottoman archive documents. Considering the stra-
tegic position of Jerusalem both in the Islamic world and in the region, the Ottomans
granted various tax exemptions and privileges to the city. The first exemption that can be
mentioned in this context is the exemption from military service for the Muslim inhabitants
of Jerusalem, especially within the walls of Jerusalem, which stands out with its political
dimensions. Similarly, in the mentioned century, tax exemptions provided to counter the
growing political pressures from foreign states on Jerusalem stand out. Notable examples
include the exemption of taxes for the construction of new churches and monasteries in
Jerusalem and the tax immunity granted to properties and lands belonging to various Chris-
tian and Jewish religious endowments. The Muslim inhabitants of Jerusalem were also ex-
empted from the tithe tax (ashar) on agricultural yields from their lands, as well as from the
livestock tax (agnam). Customs duty exemptions represented one of the most extensive
privileges, encompassing a wide range of categories under their scope. These exemptions
are the result of the efforts to support the inhabitants and religious communities of the city
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of Jerusalem financially as well as to prevent the pressure and influence activities of foreign
states or powers with political ambitions over the city and the region. Indeed, all these
measures can be understood as attempts by the Ottomans to retain control over a city of
significant importance to them during a period of imperial decline.
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