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Abstract
In the late Ottoman period, the Holy City of Jerusalem witnessed significant develop-
ment in various aspects of life, including social, economic, and urban growth. This pro-
gress contributed to a noticeable increase in the city’s population, which doubled for sev-
eral reasons. Among the most important factors were improved healthcare, the eradica-
tion of diseases and epidemics, enhanced security and stability, and the arrival of a large
number of people from different regions within the Jerusalem Sanjak and other Ottoman

provinces. There was great interest in the city from various European countries, which

sought to establish a presence in Jerusalem for religious reasons, particularly to control
Christian holy sites, such as the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. As a result, new schools
affiliated with different denominations were established, along with Christian churches,
buildings, hotels, and consulates representing these countries. This external interest
alerted the Ottoman state to the risks involved, prompting it to develop the Jerusalem
Sanjak in all administrative, educational, and healthcare aspects. In 1869, the Ottoman
authorities established the Jerusalem Municipality, making it the second municipality in
the empire after Istanbul. They also built several public schools for different age groups,
a government hospital, a municipal park, and paved roads connecting the city to Jaffa,

which served as a gateway for pilgrims and foreign visitors. The Zionist movement sought

to establish Jewish colonies within the Jerusalem Sanjak and encouraged Jewish migra-
tion to the city to alter its demographic composition. Due to strong opposition from the
city’s residents, the Ottoman Empire imposed restrictions on Jewish immigration and
prohibited the sale of land to Jews. In 1881, Sultan Abdul Hamid 11 issued a decree banning

land sales to Jewish settlers. This study aims to examine the population of Jerusalem in

the late Ottoman period, analyzing their distribution by religion and sect, as well as iden-
tifying their places of residence within the neighborhoods of Jerusalem. The study focuses
on the period from 1874 to 1917, covering both the areas within the city’s walls and the
newly established neighborhoods outside the walls. Additionally, it compares the popu-
lation records in the Ottoman Population Register with other statistical sources, includ-

ing reports from Orientalists and foreign consulates. To comprehensively address this

topic, the study relies on the Ottoman Population Register, which was compiled as part of
a general census conducted by the Ottoman authorities across their provinces. This reg-
ister documented all residents, recording their names, their fathers’ names, birth dates,
and family relationships. Additional sources include the Ottoman archives in Ankara and
Istanbul, local Ottoman archives, Sharia court records, and various books and studies on
the subject.
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