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Abstract

Since the occupation of East Jerusalem in 1967, the city has endured extensive Israeli
assaults targeting its people, structures, and rich historical legacy. These actions represent
systematic attempts to transform the religious and cultural identity of Jerusalem into a
Westernized Jewish character, eroding its authentic Eastern cultural essence. Central to
these Judaization efforts are continuous Israeli attacks on the city’s cultural heritage, par-
ticularly the historic Ottoman wall, reconstructed during the reign of Sultan Suleiman the
Magnificent. This wall has historically served as both a physical and symbolic protector of
Jerusalem’s unique identity. While its reconstruction originally aligned with the urban
norms of ancient cities, the wall’s cultural and historical significance grew significantly over
time, especially after the 19th-century urban expansion beyond the walled city. The wall
has preserved Jerusalem’s authentic stories and heritage, remaining resilient despite Brit-
ish-era alterations, such as damage to Sultan Abdulhamid IT’s clock tower. Under Israeli oc-
cupation, the wall has transcended its historical value to symbolize resistance against cul-
tural Judaization, safeguarding the city’s identity. Consequently, Israeli authorities have
sought to undermine its historical significance—not necessarily through outright demoli-
tion, but via various measures aimed at Judaizing the wall and recasting it as an element of
Israeli historical narrative. This paper examines the repeated Israeli violations against the
Ottoman wall of Jerusalem, documenting efforts to distort its history, alter its authentic na-
ture, and impose cultural dominance over the city’s historical landmark. These measures
include incorporating Jewish religious symbols, leveraging the wall to propagate a fabri-
cated Israeli narrative, and conducting archaeological excavations around and beneath the
wall to reinforce a Judaized interpretation of the area’s history—particularly in the vicinity
of Al-Agsa Mosque. The study explores the connection between these actions and the
broader process of Judaizing Jerusalem, distorting the city’s original identity, and trans-
forming its historical gateways. It also highlights the efforts of various local and interna-
tional entities to protect the wall and preserve its heritage from Israeli distortion. Finally,
the paper provides a series of recommendations at multiple levels to safeguard the wall,
emphasizing its crucial role in protecting Jerusalem itself from the comprehensive Judaiza-
tion and transformation efforts that Israel is actively pursuing.
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