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Insanoglunun besin kaynaklari arasinda dnemli bir yere sahip olan meyveler, zamanla
bu islevinin yani sira devletlerin gelir kaynaklarindan biri haline gelmistir. Nitekim tarim
tilkesi olan Osmanli Devleti i¢in de meyvecilik temel vergi kalemlerinden olmustur. Ozellikle
19. ylizyilda hizla sanayilesen Avrupa iilkelerinin tarimsal {iriin talebindeki artis, bu alanda
ticaretin gelismesini saglamistir. Yasanan gelismeler meyvenin iiretimini, sanayisini ve
ticaretini dogrudan etkilemistir. Osmanl topraklarinin pargasi olan Filistin bélgesinde de
s6z konusu yiizyilin sonlarina dogru meyvecilik bu agidan ilerleme kaydetmistir. Filistin
sinirlart igerisinde yetistirilen meyvelerin baginda zeytin, portakal, iiziim, incir ve badem
gelmekteydi. Zeytin agaclar 6zellikle Kudiis, Nablus kazalarinda, portakallar Akdeniz sahil
seridindeki Akka, Hayfa, Yafa, Gazze kazalari ile i¢ kesimde, Kudiis civarinda yetistirilmigtir.
Uziim, incir, badem ise ¢cogunlukla Yafa, Kudiis ve Gazze’de 6n plana ¢ikmistir. Bunlardan
baska bolgede limon, kayisi, elma, erik, armut, muz, hurma, ceviz, karpuz, dut, nar gibi
bircok meyve firetilmistir. Bolgede meyve lretimi geleneksel yontemlerin yaninda
dénemin modern tekniklerine gore kurulmus olan bahgelerde yapilmistir. Osmanli
y6netimi, bahcelerin sayisini artirma, iiriin kalitesini yiikseltme gibi konularda halki tesvik
etmek i¢in onlara vergi deme kolaylig1 saglamustir. Ayrica devlete ait ciftliklerde toprak ve
iklim kosullarina gdre yetistirilen fidanlar {ireticiye dagitilmis, zaman zaman ortaya ¢ikan
agac hastaliklar1 ve zararlilarina karsi yapilan ziral miicadelelerde ciftciler desteklenmistir.
Uretilen meyveler ayni zamanda Filistin’de meyveye dayali sanayinin ortaya ¢ikmasini
saglamistir. Zeytinden elde edilen zeytinyagi ve sabun ile liziime dayali imalathaneler
bolgenin temel sanayi kollarmdan olmustur. Yetistirilen yas meyve ve sanayi tirinlerinin
bir kism1 Osmanli i¢ pazarinda talep gérmiistiir. Onemli bir kismi ise yabanci devletlere ait
ticari sirket temsilciliklerinin bdlgedeki aracilari vasitasiyla temin edilip Misir, ingiltere,
Fransa, Almanya ve Amerika gibi iilkelere ihrag edilmistir. 20. yiizyilin basinda bu tilkelere
satilan tirlinlerin icerisinde kalitesiyle diinyaya nam salmis olan Yafa portakallari ilk sirada
yer almistir. Calismada, 19. yiizyilin sonu, 20. ylizyilin basinda Filistin'de yapilan meyve
yetistiriciligi ile tireticinin kargilagtig1 su, fidan, hastalik, giivenlik, toprak miilkiyeti, vergi
yiikil gibi sorunlar ele aliacaktir. Osmanli yonetiminin bunlarin ¢éziimi igin yiirtittigi
faaliyetlere de yer verilecektir. Ayrica, meyveye dayali sanayi kollar: ile meyve ticareti
tizerinde durulacaktir. Ortaya koyacagimiz bilgilerle Osmanli'nin son dénemi Filistin’inin
tarimi, sanayisi ve ticaretine yonelik yapilan arastirmalara katkida bulunmay:
amaglamaktayiz. Galismay1 hazirlarken Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti Cumhurbagkanlhigi Devlet
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Arsivleri Bagkanligi'nda yer alan Osmanli Arsivi belgeleri, ziraat ve ticaret istatistikleri,

donemin siireli yayinlari ile arastirma eserlerden yararlamlacaktir.
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Fruits, having an important place among the nutritional sources of mankind, have be-
come one of the income resources of the states in addition to this function. Thus, fruit grow-
ing was one of the basic tax items also for the Ottoman State, an agricultural state. Especially
the increase in the agricultural product demand of the European countries, industrialized
rapidly in the 19th century, enabled the development of trade in this field. The develop-
ments experienced affected the production, industry and trade of fruits. Fruit growing
made a progress with this respect to the end of the century in question also in the Palestine
region, a part of the Ottoman soils. The most important ones of the fruits grown inside the
borders of Palestine was olive, orange, grape, fig, and almond. The olive trees were planted
especially in the Jerusalem, Nablus districts, the oranges Akka, Haifa, Jaffa, Gaza districts in
the Mediterranean shore strip and near Jerusalem in the midlands. Grape, fig and almond
were prominent mainly in Jaffa, Jerusalem and Gaza. Furthermore, a lot of fruits such as
lemon, apricot, apple, plum, pear, banana, date, walnut, watermelon, mulberry, and pome-
granate were produced in the region. The fruit production in the region was conducted in
the yards established according to the modern techniques of the period, in addition to the
conventional methods. The Ottoman administration enabled tax payment eases for the pub-
lic for incenting them in topics such as increasing the number of orchards and increasing
the product quality. Furthermore, the saplings, grown according to the soil and climate con-
ditions, in the ranches belonging to the state were distributed among the producers and the
farmers were supported in agricultural struggles made against plant diseases and pests. The
fruits produced also enabled that an industry, depending on the fruits, emerged in Palestine.
The olive oil and soap, derived from olive and the factories based on grape became the basic
industrial branches of the region. Some of the fresh fruits grown and industrial products
were demanded in the domestic market of the Ottoman. A substantial part was procured by
means of the agents of the commercial company representatives, belonging to the foreign
countries, and exported to the countries such as Egypt, Britain, France, Germany, and
United States. Among the products exported to these countries at the beginning of the 20th
century, Jaffa oranges came first, famous in the world with its quality. In the study, the fruit
cultivation, made in Palestine, and the problems such as water, sapling, disease, security,
land ownership and tax burden, faced by the producers, in the end of the 19th century and
at the beginning of 20th century, were discussed. The activities conducted by the Ottoman
administration to solve these will also be covered. Besides, the industrial branches, depend-
ing on fruit, and fruit trade will also be elaborated. With the information we reveal, we aim
to contribute to the researches made for the agriculture, industry and trade of Palestine in
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the last period of Ottoman. When preparing the study, the Ottoman Archive documents,
found in the Presidency of State Archives of Presidency of Turkish Republic, agriculture and
trade statistics, the periodicals of the relevant period and research works will be used.
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