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19. ylizy1lda icat edilen elektrikli telgraf, insanlarin uzak mesafeler ile haberlesmesini
miimkiin kilmistir. Osmanli Devleti, gelisen bu yeni haberlesme teknolojisini yakindan takip
etmistir. Merkezi idare, ilk telgraf hatt1 doseme ¢alismalarina Kirim Harbi sirasinda Rumeli
topraklarinda baslamistir. Ardindan telgraf hatlar1 Anadolu smirlari igerisine dogru
uzatilmistir. Burada ana hatlarin tamamlanmasiyla aym yiizyl icerisinde siyasi idare Arap
vilayetlerine de telgraf hatlar1 désenmesi igin ¢alismalar yiirlitmiistiir. Telgraf hatlarimn
insas, payitaht istanbul’da siyasi idarenin aldigi kararlarin kisa siire igerisinde iilke geneline
bildirilmesini kolaylastirmistir. Béylece uzak yerlerden alinan hizli haber ve bilgi akisiyla
merkez ile tasra arasindaki iletisimsel eksikliklerin onii alinmis ve buralarin devlet
yetkilileri tarafindan kontrol edilmesi saglanmistir. Osmanli Dénemi Kudiis’iiniin cografi
konumu, {i¢ biiylik din i¢in énemli olmas, ticaret hacmi gibi sebepler, merkezi idarenin
buradan {stanbul’a bilgi ve haber akisim hizlandirmak icin telgraf hatt1 ddsemesini gerekli
kilmistir. 1863 yilinda Filistin bélgesinin telgraf ag1 projesi igerisine dahil edilmesine karar
verilmistir. 1864 yilinda da Beyrut’tan Misir simirindaki El-Aris’e dogru karadan telgraf hatti
uzatilmistir. Ayni yil halktan toplanan nakdi yardimlar ve devletin sagladigi imkanlar
sayesinde Gazze, Yafa, Kudiis, Nablus, Akka telgrafla tanismis béylece istanbul ve Avrupa ile
olan haberlesmesi saglanmistir. Direklerin dikilip tellerin uzatilmasiyla da tiim Filistin
bolgesi telgraf hatlariyla birbirine baglanmis ve bircok yerlesim yerinde telgraf merkezleri
acilmistir,
II. Abdiilhamid Doneminde telgraf hatti Kudiis lizerinden Akabe’ye oradan da Mekke-
Medine'ye kadar uzatilmis, kutsal topraklarin istanbul ve Avrupa ile olan iletisimsel
altyapisi tamamlanmustir. Filistin bdlgesinin cografi konumu ve kutsal mekéinlara sahip
olmast batili iilkelerin ilgisini ¢ekmistir. Bslgeden bilgi akisini saglamak isteyen ingiltere,
sahibi oldugu Hindistan telgraf agim Gazze-El-Aris hattindan Osmanl telgraf sebekesine
baglamis ve stratejik mevkilerle olan irtibatim saglamstir. Telgraf yazismalar1 konusunda
ingiltere’ye bagimli olan Fransa ise kendi hatlarini olusturmak igin ¢alismalar yiiriitmiistiir.
Bunun i¢in Osmanh Devleti ile anlasarak Filistin bolgesi tizerinden désenecek hat ile Akabe
Korfezi'ni izleyerek su altindan Afrika kitasinda bulunan Cibuti ve Madagaskar’a telgraf
hatt1 désemek istemistir. Calismanin odak noktasin1 Osmanl Dénemi Kudiis'iinde merkezi
ve baglanti telgraf hatlarinin kurulmasi ile hatlarin bélgeye olan katkisi olusturmaktadir.
Elde edilecek bilgilerle Filistin bolgesinin askeri, siyasi ve ekonomik hayatina bir katki
saglanmasi hedeflenmistir. Bu dogrultu da Cumhurbaskanligi Devlet Arsivleri
Baskanligi'nda yer alan Osmanh arsiv belgeleri, donemin basini incelenecektir. Ayrica konu
ile ilgili yazilan ikincil el kaynaklara bakilacaktir.
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Invented in the 19th century, the electric telegraph made it possible for people to com-
municate over long distances. The Ottoman Empire closely followed this new communica-
tion technology. The central administration started to lay the first telegraph lines in Rume-
lia during the Crimean War. Subsequently, telegraph lines were extended into Anatolia. Af-
ter the completion of the main lines here, in the same century, the political administration
carried out efforts to lay telegraph lines in the Arab provinces. The construction of tele-
graph lines facilitated the communication of the decisions taken by the political administra-
tion in the capital Istanbul to the whole country in a short time. Thus, the communication
gaps between the centre and the provinces were prevented by the rapid flow of news and
information received from distant places and the control of these places by the state au-
thorities was ensured. The geographical location of Jerusalem during the Ottoman period,
its importance for the three major religions, and the volume of trade made it necessary for
the central administration to lay a telegraph line to speed up the flow of information and
news from here to Istanbul. In 1863, it was decided to include the Palestine region in the
telegraph network project. In 1864, a land telegraph line was extended from Beirut to El-
Arish on the Egyptian border. In the same year, Gaza, Jaffa, Jerusalem, Nablus and Acre were
introduced to the telegraph thanks to the cash aid collected from the people and the facili-
ties provided by the state, and thus communication with Istanbul and Europe was ensured.
With the erection of poles and the extension of wires, the entire Palestinian region was con-
nected by telegraph lines and telegraph centres were opened in many settlements. During
the reign of Abdul Hamid II, the telegraph line was extended from Jerusalem to Aqaba and
then to Mecca-Medina, and the communication infrastructure of the holy lands with Istan-
bul and Europe was completed. The geographical location of the Palestinian region and its
holy sites attracted the attention of Western countries. In order to ensure the flow of infor-
mation from the region, Britain connected the Indian telegraph network it owned to the
Ottoman telegraph network via the Gaza-El-Arish line and ensured its contact with strategic
positions. France, which was dependent on Britain for telegraph correspondence, worked
to establish its own lines. For this purpose, by making an agreement with the Ottoman State,
it wanted to lay an underwater telegraph line to Djibouti and Madagascar on the African
continent, following the Gulf of Aqaba with the line to be laid through the Palestine region.
The focus of the study is the establishment of central and connecting telegraph lines in Je-
rusalem during the Ottoman period, and the contribution of the lines to the region. It is
aimed to contribute to the military, political, and economic life of the Palestine region with
the information to be obtained. In this direction, Ottoman archival documents located in
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the Presidency State Archives Directorate and the press of the period will be examined. In
addition, secondary sources written on the subject will be consulted.
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