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“Tibbi Misyonerlik” kavrami, tanimsal cercevedeki muglaklik sebebiyle birtakim
kavramsal tartisma ve cesitliligi de beraberinde getirmektedir. Misyonerlik ile Tibbi
Misyonerlik kavramlarinin ortaya ¢ikardigi diializm, misyonerlik faaliyetini yiiriiten kisinin
kimlik, siirlihk ve faaliyet alamna iliskin pozisyonu iizerinden sekillenmektedir. Bu
cerceveleme, “tibbi misyon” ya da “tibbi misyonerlik” olgusunun, genel misyonerlik
faaliyetlerine sartlar geregi yeni bir alan olarak eklemlenmesiyle dogrudan ilgilidir. Oyle ki
basta kilise ve egitim kurumlarini faaliyet alani olarak belirleyen misyonerler, zaman iginde
hastane ve dispanser gibi saglk miiesseseleri {izerinden reaksiyoner bir tutum
sergilemislerdir. Bu bakimdan tibbi misyonerlik faaliyetleri, daha net sonuglar1 alinmasi
bakimindan oldukga etkili bir yontem olarak kullanilmistir. Kadim bir gecmisi olan Kudiis
ve cevresi de yapisi ve stratejik pozisyonu geregi tibbi misyonerlik faaliyetlerinin yogun
yiriitiildigl bir bolge olmustur. Osmanl cografyasindaki varligi 16. yiizyila kadar uzanan
misyon teskilatlar1 6zellikle 20. yiizyilin basinda giiglii yapilar haline gelmistir. Nitekim
Kudiis ve gevresi basta olmak tizere Osmanli topraklarinin biiyiik bir bélimii Amerikan
Board, Alman, ingiliz, Fransiz ve Rus misyon teskilatlarmin calisma merkezi haline
gelmistir. Bu misyon teskilatlari, Kudiis ve c¢evresinde hatiri sayilir 6lgiide hastane,
dispanser, klinik vb. tiirde irili ufakli pek cok saglik miiessesesi kurmus doktor, hemsire ve
eczacty1 bolgeye géndermis sayisiz hasta bakmistir. Bu faaliyetlerini, “insanin oldugu yerde
aci, acin oldugu yerde doktor, doktorun oldugu yerde de misyonerlik icin firsatlar vardir”
gayesiyle yiirtitmiistiir. Sunduklari saglik hizmetlerini ise modern tibbi ara¢ ve gereglerle
icra ederek cazibe merkezi olusturmus, bolge halkinin giivenini saglamaya calismistir.
Ayrica tibbi misyonlar, gerek resmi agidan gerekse de yoneticiler tarafindan en az
engellenen misyonerlik kolu olmustur. Sivil halk tarafindan sicak karsilanmalari,
faaliyetlerini ticretsiz yiiriitmeleri ve etkisi itibariyle kiyaslandiginda diger misyonerlik
kollarindan daha az maliyetli olmalari, manevra alanlarini genisletmede 6nemli dl¢tide
etkili olmustur. Ancak Birinci Diinya Savasi'nin da etkisiyle ¢ogu hastane, iktidarda olan
ittihat ve Terakki hiikiimetleri tarafindan kademeli olarak kapatilmis ya da bu kurumlara el
konulmustur. Osmanli Devleti'nin zayiflayip bolgedeki hakimiyetini yitirmeye baslamasiyla
faaliyetlerini stirdirmeye tekrar devam etmislerdir. Bu ¢alismada, Osmanli Devleti’nin son
yillarinda Kudiis ve ¢evresinde faaliyet gosteren tibbi misyon teskilatlarinin ¢alismalari,
kurduklari saglik kurum ve kuruluslarin tespiti ile bolge halki tizerindeki etkilerinin ortaya
¢ikartilmasi amaglanmstir, Bu dogrultuda Osmanli arsivleri basta olmak iizere déneme dair
birinci el kaynaklar incelenmistir. Sonug olarak, Kudiis ve cevresinde faaliyet yiiriiten
misyon teskilatlarinin Osmanli Devleti tarafindan titizlikle takip edildigi ve kontrol altinda
tutulmaya calisildig1 gériilmiistiir. Ayrica ruhsatsiz calisan saglik miiesseselerine miisaade
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edilmedigi, ayrilik¢1 hareket eden misyonerlere birtakim cezalar uygulandigi anlasilmistir.
Bélgede en yogun faaliyet gdsteren tibbi misyonlarin ise Fransiz, Alman, Amerikan, ingiliz
ve Ruslara ait oldugu tespit edilmistir. Nihai olarak bu calisma, Kudiis ve Filistin tarihi
hakkinda yapilan bilimsel ¢alismalara miitevaz1 bir katki yapmay1 arzulamaktadir. Daha
ozelde ise Kudiis ve cevresinin sihhi yoniine farkli bir pencere acarak bu alanda yapilacak
arastirmalara yol gostermesi de dnemli bir kazanim olarak goriilmektedir.
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Abstract

The concept of “medical missionary” brings with it a number of conceptual discussion
and diversity due to ambiguity in the definition. This dualism is shaped through the position
of the person who carries out the missionary activity on identity, limitation and position on
the field of activity. One of the distinctive points in this regard is directly related to the
articulation of the “medical mission” or “medical missionary” phenomenon as a new field
due to conditions for general missionary activities. So much so that the missionaries, which
determine the church and educational institutions as a field of activity, have exhibited a
reactionary attitude over time over health institutions such as hospitals and dispensaries.
In this respect, medical missionary activities were used as a very effective method in terms
of obtaining clearer results. Jerusalem and its environs, which have an ancient history, have
been a region where medical missionary activities are carried out intensively due to its
structure and strategic position. Mission organizations whose assets in the Ottoman geog-
raphy dating back to the 16th century have become strong structures, especially at the be-
ginning of the 20th century. As a matter of fact, a large part of the Ottoman lands, especially
Jerusalem and its environs, has become the work center of American Board, German, Brit-
ish, French and Russian mission organizations. These mission organizations, Jerusalem and
its surroundings to a considerable extent hospital, dispensary, clinical and so on. Numerous
patients have sent many health institutions, nurses and pharmacists who have established
many health institutions of various sizes. He carried out these activities with the motto,
where there are opportunities for missionary where there is pain, where there is pain,
where there is pain, and where there is a doctor “. It has tried to ensure the trust of the
people of the region by creating a center of attraction by performing their health services
with modern medical tools and equipment. In addition, medical missions were the mission-
ary branch that was least hindered by officials and administrators. The fact that they were
warmly welcomed by the civilian population, that their activities were free of charge, and
that they were less costly than other missionary branches in terms of their impact, was very
effective in expanding their field of maneuver. However, with the effects of the First World
War, most of the hospitals were gradually closed or confiscated by the Union and Progress
governments in power. They resumed their activities as the Ottoman Empire weakened and
began to lose its dominance in the region. The objective of this study is to identify the ac-
tivities of medical mission organizations operating in Jerusalem and its environs during the
final years of the Ottoman Empire. In addition, the study will examine the health institu-
tions and organizations that these organizations established, and will reveal their impact
on the region’s population. In order to accomplish these objectives, primary sources from
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this period, primarily Ottoman archives, were examined. The findings of this study indicate
that mission organizations operating in Jerusalem and its environs were subject to meticu-
lous monitoring and control by the Ottoman State. It was also ascertained that the operation
of unlicensed health institutions was prohibited, and separatist missionaries were subject
to specific penalties.The analysis revealed that the most prominent medical missions in the
region were those of the French, Germans, Americans, British, and Russians. Consequently,
the present study is to modestly contribute to the scientific research conducted on the his-
tory of Jerusalem and Palestine. Specifically, it is regarded as a significant advancement in
that it unveils a novel perspective on the health dimension of Jerusalem and its environs,
thereby directing future research in this domain.
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