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“Komiinist Haham” olarak taninan Moses Hess (1812-1875) Alman sosyalizminin ve
politik Siyonizmin kurucusu olarak nitelenen bir diisiiniirdiir. Oyle ki Theodor Herzl “Bizim
denedigimiz her sey onun eserinde zaten mevcuttur.” demistir. Moses Hess'in Roma ve Kudiis
baslikli calismas1 “Yahudilerin Filistin'de Toplanmasi Cagrisi”’dir. Hess, siyasi fikirleri
nedeniyle Almanya’dan siiriildiikten sonra Kudiis’e gd¢ etmis ve burada siyonizmin felsefi
temellerini kurmak i¢in ¢alismalarda bulunmustur. Kudiis’te yasamasi onun felsefesini
sekillendirmesinde etkili olurken ayni zamanda baz1 Yahudi diistiniirleri Kudiis’e gelmeleri
icin tesvik etmistir. Kat1 bir sosyalist olan Hess, Marx’in “Din kitlelerin afyonudur.”
dustincesinin  kaynagi olarak gosterilmektedir. Hegel'in insan anlayisindan ve
diyalektiginden oldukgca etkilenmistir. 1845’ kadar Yahudi karsiti ve 6nde gelen bir Alman
milliyetcisi olan Hess, Kudiis’e yerlestikten sonra kaleme aldig1 Roma ve Kudiis adl1 eserini
teshuvah (tévbe) kavrami tizerine kurmus, Yahudilige ve Yahudi halkina 8zel bir bag ve
incelikle baglandigii ifade etmistir. Fakat eser incelendiginde Hegelci diyalektik
anlayisinda ciddi bir degisikligin olmadig1 gériilmektedir. Hess eser boyunca Hegel’in yar
sira Spinoza, Schopenhauer gibi diisiiniirlerle birlikte Maimonides, Moses Mendelssohn, ibn
Cebirol, Zvi Hirsch Kalischer gibi isimlerden de s6z etmistir. Hess distinceleriyle Martin
Buber, Theodore Adorno, Walter Benjamin, Lev Shestov gibi isimleri de etkilemistir. Tarihe
damga vurmus olan bu yaklasim, kendi déneminde, 6nde gelen Yahudi diistiniirlerin
fikirlerini bir potada eritmeye calistig1 izlenimi vermektedir. Doneminin diisiiniirleri
tarafindan “basarisiz bir sosyalist” olarak gériilen Hess'in sistem kurma idealini Kudiis’e
tastyarak Siyonizm fikri {izerine tatbik etmeye ¢alistigini diisiinmek miimkiindiir. Toplumu
tanima konusundaki yetenegi, onun kapsayici bir anlayis gelistirmesinde ve Yahudi halki
tarafindan kabul gérmesinde etkili olmustur. “Neresi iyiyse, orasi vatandir.” goriisiinii
reddederek Kudiis ve Filistin’in Yahudi toprag: haline gelmesi gerektigini savunmustur.
Yahudi kiiltliriniin disaridan bir zorlama ile degil iceriden degismesi gerektigini belirten
Hess’in Kudiis’te yasamis olmasi bu gériistinde etkili olmus olmalidir. Alt1 gizilmesi gereken
diger bir nokta, Almanya’daki Yahudilerin toplumda nasil yer edindigini gordiikten sonra
Kudiis'teki Yahudi toplumu ile karsilastirmaya gidebilme imkanini edinmis olmasidir. Bu
calismada, Hess’in Roma ve Kudiis eserini sekillendirirken Kudiis’teki Yahudi toplulugu ile
kurdugu baglar, Kudiis'teki disiiniirlerle gelistirdigi iliskiler ve buradaki diisiinsel
faaliyetleri Siyonist diisiincenin gelisimine etkisi baglaminda ele alinarak bunlarin dénemin
onde gelen filozoflarina nasil aktarildig: incelenecektir.
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Abstract

Moses Hess (1812-1875), known as the “Communist Rabbi,” is considered one of the
founders of German socialism and political Zionism. Theodor Herzl even remarked,
“Everything we attempted was already present in his work.” Hess’s Rome and Jerusalem
is essentially a “Call for the Gathering of Jews in Palestine.” After being exiled from
Germany due to his political views, Hess migrated to Jerusalem, where he devoted him-
self to establishing the philosophical foundations of Zionism. His residence in Jerusalem
played a crucial role in shaping his philosophy and encouraging other Jewish thinkers
to move to the city. As a staunch supporter of socialism, Hess is often cited as a source
of Marx’s assertion, “Religion is the opium of the masses.” He was profoundly influ-
enced by Hegel’s understanding of humanity and dialectics. Until 1845, Hess was an
anti-Jewish. And He was a German nationalist. But after settling in Jerusalem, he based
his work Rome and Jerusalem on the concept of teshuvah (repentance), expressing a pro-
found and nuanced attachment to Judaism and the Jewish people. However, an analysis
of his work reveals no significant departure from the Hegelian dialectical framework.
Throughout his work, Hess references not only Hegel but also thinkers such as Spinoza
and Schopenhauer, as well as prominent Jewish intellectuals like Maimonides, Moses
Mendelssohn, Solomon Ibn Gabirol, and Zvi Hirsch Kalischer. Also he has ifluence on
Martin Buber, Theodore Adorno, Walter Benjamin, Lev Shestov. This approach suggests
an effort to merge the ideas of both historically significant and contemporary Jewish
thinkers into a cohesive framework. Although regarded as a “failed socialist” by his
contemporaries, Hess’s ambition to construct a system found new expression in Jeru-
salem, where he sought to apply his ideals to the concept of Zionism. His deep under-
standing of society enabled him to develop an inclusive perspective, earning him recog-
nition among the Jewish people. He rejected the notion of “Wherever it is good, there
is my homeland.” Hess firmly argued that Jerusalem and Palestine should become Jew-
ish territories. Hess maintained that Jewish culture should transform from within ra-
ther than through external pressures, a perspective likely influenced by his time in Je-
rusalem. Another significant point is that Hess, having observed the integration of Jews
into German society, was uniquely positioned to compare this experience with that of
the Jewish community in Jerusalem. This study will examine the connections Moses
Hess established with the Jewish community in Jerusalem, his relationships with think-
ers in Jerusalem, and his intellectual activities there in shaping his work Rome and
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Jerusalem, focusing on their impact on the development of Zionist thought and how
these ideas were conveyed to the leading philosophers of the period.
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