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Oz

Bu arastirma, Osmanl kadisi Yusuf el-Hakim'in 1910 yilinda Kudiis ve Yafa'yr da
kapsayan Liibnan ve Suriye gérev yillarim anlattigi hatiratini incelerken, dénemin
toplumsal, idari ve kiiltiirel yapisina dair 6nemli veriler sunan bu eseri metodolojik bir
yaklagimla ele alacaktir. Lise 6grenimini memleketi Lazkiye’deki Amerikan Enstitiisi’nde ve
hiikiimet hazirlik dairesinde tamamladiktan sonra, buranin adalet divaninda katip olarak
atanip hukuk egitimi alan Yusuf el-Hakim, 1904 yilinda kadiliga atandi. 1910 yilindan
itibaren Kudiis, Yafa ve Trablus’'da yargi kademelerinde basariyla yiikseldi. 1913’tin basinda
Libnan Dagimin idari agidan bagimsiz hiikiimetinin Tiirkiye Sicili'nin baskanligimi
tistlenmek {izere davet edildi. El-Hakim’in Kudiis, Liibnan ve Suriye’ye dair gdzlemleri,
Osmanli y6netiminin millet sistemi cercevesinde topluluklar arasinda bir denge kurma
cabalarina dair zengin ayrintilar icermektedir. Kudiis ile ilgili anlatilar, kentin dinler arasi
uyumun bir sembolii olarak nasil islev gérdiigiinii ortaya koyarken, Mescid-i Aksa ve Kutsal
Kabir Kilisesi gibi kutsal mekanlarin toplumsal yasam tizerindeki etkisini vurgulamaktadir.
Calismanin  amaci, Yusuf el-Hikim'in gézlemleri {izerinden Osmanli’nin Arap
cografyasindaki ¢ok kiiltiirlii, cok dinli toplumlarini ve bunlarin Cihan Harbi éncesindeki
yapisini ve el-Hakim'’in hatiratinin bu yapr igindeki sosyal, kiiltiirel, dini ve idari iligkileri
yansitma kapasitesini irdeleyip degerlendirmektir. Arastirma, seyahatnameyi birincil
kaynak olarak kabul etmekte ve igerik analizi yéntemine dayanmaktadir. Oncelikle séz
konusu hatirat metni, sosyo-tarihsel baglami g6z 6niinde bulundurularak analiz edilecektir.
El-Hakim'in metnindeki anlatimlar, mekin ve olay tasvirleri ile yazarin kisisel
degerlendirmeleri tematik kategorilere ayrilacaktir. Bu kategoriler arasinda “din ve
toplumsal yasam”, “idari yapi ve yerel otoriteler”, “kiiltiirel etkilesim” ve “elestirel
gozlemler” yer alacaktir. Ayrica, seyahatnamenin yazildigi dsnemin Osmanl politikalar: ve
sosyal diizeni ile iliskisi, ikincil kaynaklar yardimiyla tarihsel baglamda degerlendirilecektir.
Mevzuya bahis seyahatname, sadece bireysel bir gzlem anlatisi olarak degil, ayni zamanda
Osmanli Kudiis'i ve Arap cografyasmin sosyo-kiiltiirel ve idari yapilarimin tarihsel
belgelenmesi agisindan 6nemli bir referans eser niteligindedir. Metodolojik inceleme, el-
Hakim'in yazilarindaki tarihsel ve kiiltiirel zenginligin yam sira, yazarin kisisel
perspektifinin analiz edilmesini de saglayacaktir. Liibnan ve Suriye'ye dair gozlemler,
bolgedeki Maruni Hristiyanlar ve diger topluluklarin bir arada yasam deneyimlerini
detaylandirmaktadir. El-Hakim’in, Osmanh millet sistemini elestirel bir bakis acisiyla
degerlendirirken, ayni zamanda bu sistemin catisma yonetimi ve uyumu saglama
kapasitesini takdir ettigi anlasilmaktadir. Ozellikle yerel yénetim ve dini liderler arasindaki
iliskiler, merkezi otorite ile yerel topluluklar arasindaki gii¢ dengesi agisindan
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incelenecektir. Yusuf el-Hakim'in seyahatnamesi, Osmanli Imparatorlufu’nun son
déneminde Arap cografyasindaki yasami anlamak isteyen arastirmacilar icin degerli bir
kaynak sunacak ve ¢ok kiiltiirlii Osmanli toplumunun karmasik dinamiklerini anlamaya
katkida bulunacaktir.
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Abstract

This study examines the memoirs of Yusuf al-Hakim, an Ottoman judge who docu-
mented his experiences during his tenure in Lebanon and Syria, which included assign-
ments in Jerusalem and Jaffa in 1910. His travelogue offers critical insights into the social,
administrative, and cultural fabric of the region during the late Ottoman period. Born in
Latakia, al-Hakim completed his secondary education at the American Institute and the gov-
ernment preparatory department in his hometown. He then worked as a clerk in the local
court, simultaneously pursuing legal studies, before being appointed as a judge in 1904, By
1910, he had ascended through judicial ranks, serving in Jerusalem, Jaffa, and Tripoli with
distinction. In early 1913, he was invited to preside over the Turkish Register of the auton-
omous government of Mount Lebanon. Al-Hakim’s observations of Jerusalem, Lebanon, and
Syria provide rich details about the Ottoman administration’s efforts to maintain a balance
among diverse communities under the millet system. His accounts of Jerusalem reveal its
role as a symbol of interfaith harmony, emphasizing the social influence of sacred sites like
al-Agsa Mosque and the Church of the Holy Sepulcher. This study aims to analyze the mul-
tiethnic, multireligious societies of the Arab provinces in the pre-World War I Ottoman Em-
pire through the lens of Yusuf al-Hakim’s memoirs. Additionally, it evaluates the memoir’s
capacity to reflect the social, cultural, religious, and administrative relations within this
complex structure. The research adopts a methodological approach that treats the trave-
logue as a primary source, employing content analysis to dissect its socio-historical context.
The memoir is systematically analyzed with a focus on thematic categories such as “religion
and social life,” “administrative structure and local authorities,” “cultural interactions,”
and “critical observations.” These thematic categories will be contextualized within the pol-
icies and societal dynamics of the Ottoman period using secondary sources. The travelogue
is not only considered a personal narrative of observations but also a valuable historical
document that provides insights into the sociocultural and administrative structures of Ot-
toman Jerusalem and the broader Arab provinces. Al-Hakim’s observations on Lebanon and
Syria delve into the coexistence of Maronite Christians and other communities, shedding
light on the lived experiences of pluralism. While critiquing the millet system, he also rec-
ognizes its efficacy in managing conflicts and fostering harmony. The interplay between
local governance and religious leadership, as well as the balance of power between central
authorities and local communities, will be critically examined. Yusuf al-Hakim’s travelogue
offers researchers a unique lens through which to explore the multifaceted dynamics of life
in the Arab provinces of the Ottoman Empire during its twilight years. It enriches our
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understanding of the historical, cultural, and administrative complexities of this multieth-
nic and multireligious society, serving as a critical resource for those investigating the in-
tricate dynamics of the late Ottoman period.
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