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Abstract

On June 5, 1967, the attacking forces surrounded the city of Jerusalem and occupied
Mount Tur from the east. Israeli infantry and military vehicles were stationed in the north.
The infantry, reinforced by military vehicles, artillery, and tanks, occupied Jabal al-Muka-
ber. Then, the attacking forces entered the city from all directions, especially from the
Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood and Mount Scopus. By 10:00 AM on June 7, Israeli forces
reached the Buraq Wall and entered the courtyards of the al-Agsa Mosque, drinking alcohol
inside the mosque and its courtyards. At the time, there were no significant Arab defensive
forces in Jerusalem, as the Jordanian forces withdrew under the pressure of the attack, after
exhausting their strength despite putting up resistance. These forces were led by Brigadier
General Ata Ali. During these days, the Israeli entity began the administrative integration
of the city of Jerusalem into Israeli sovereignty, especially the Old City, which includes al-
Agsa Mosque and the Christian churches. On June 27, three weeks later, the Israeli parlia-
ment (Knesset) passed the Administration and Order Law. On July 30, 1980, the Knesset
passed a law integrating East Jerusalem and the Old City, making this integration a consti-
tutional decision, despite the rejection of the United Nations and the international commu-
nity. The Israeli entity celebrates this occasion annually, calling it Jerusalem Day. After the
Nakba of 1948 and the signing of the Rhodes Agreement in 1949 between Jordan and Israel,
the armistice lines were set between the Jordanian and Israeli forces. This led to the division
of Jerusalem into two parts: the eastern part came under Jordanian control, and the western
part was under Israeli administration. Neither side was allowed to enter the other’s terri-
tory, except for United Nations personnel. There was a barbed-wire fence separating the
two parts of the city, with entrances on both sides—an Israeli gate and a Jordanian gate
called the “Mandelbaum Gate,” which symbolized the division of Jerusalem into two parts.
Jews were not allowed to enter East Jerusalem, and Palestinians were not allowed to enter
West Jerusalem. Only United Nations staff and those with special permits from both sides
were allowed. The Israeli Defense Minister issued a decision to dissolve the Jerusalem Mu-
nicipality Council, which had been managing the city under Jordanian authority. He also
issued a decision to dismiss Ruhi al-Khatib, the Jerusalem Mayor since 1959, and expelled
him from Jerusalem to Jordan on March 7, 1968. Additionally, the Israeli authorities expelled
Sheikh Abdul Hamid al-Sayah, the Imam of al-Agsa Mosque and President of the Sharia
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Court of Appeal in Jerusalem, and also issued a decision to expel Anton Attallah, the Deputy
Mayor of Jerusalem in 1944,

Furthermore, the Israeli Interior Minister decided to expand the boundaries of East Je-
rusalem and its suburbs, including the villages of Qalandia (with its airport to the north),
Beit Hanina (to the west), the villages of Sur Baher and Beit Safafa (to the south), and the
villages of al-Tur, al-Ayzariya, Anata, and al-Ram (to the east). At that time, the population
of these areas was around 100,000. Now, the population is approximately 350,000. Israel be-
gan to build dozens of settlements around East Jerusalem and invested billions of dollars to
encourage Jews to live in East Jerusalem, offering financial and lifestyle incentives. Cur-
rently, around 1 million people live in Jerusalem, of whom 600,000 are Israelis, and the rest
are Palestinians living in their old homes. Israel resorted to many methods to expel Pales-
tinians from Jerusalem, including buying Palestinian homes in Jerusalem. A small house was
sold for over five million dollars and European citizenship, but there have been no reports
of Palestinians selling their homes. Anyone who does so becomes a criminal in the eyes of
the nation and is ostracized in the community. There is a fatwa that prohibits selling houses
to Israelis. Therefore, Israel resorted to many deceitful tactics, such as forging land registry
papers or stealing them, or demolishing homes under the pretext that there was no building
permit from the Ottoman era. It also worked to develop the Jewish Quarter in Jerusalem,
demolishing Palestinian homes there and confiscating the funds of Islamic endowments,
particularly in the Maghrebi Quarter, expelling its residents outside Jerusalem. The Israeli
entity uses numerous methods to fight the residents of Jerusalem, attempting to remove
them from the city. These methods include spreading drugs among the youth, stirring up
discord between Muslims and Christians, and between Palestinian families. However, the
Palestinian people are fully aware of the conspiracies and methods to change the face of
Jerusalem into a non-Islamic city. Personally, I, Mohamed Al-Bouji, a participant in this re-
search, visited al-Agsa in 1971. I toured the walls of Jerusalem, which were rebuilt by the
Ottoman leader Suleiman the Magnificent between 1535 and 1538. I reached the wall behind
the Dome of the Rock, and I saw excavation operations beneath al-Agsa Mosque. I saw many
excavations but did not find any ancient artifacts. The Israeli guard chased me and fired a
shot into the air, causing me to flee. Our struggle with the Zionist entity, which is essentially
a U.S. and European military base, is long and ongoing. The resilient Palestinian people will
not succumb to this usurping entity. They draw their strength from their Arab and Islamic
depth. Perhaps we will meet soon in the courtyards of al-Agsa.
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