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The status of Al-Agsa and the Noble Sanctuary in the interpretations of the Islamic
Ummabh of the Holy Quran: “The Kurdish interpreters in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq
as a model”

Omar Ali MOHAMMED
Assistant Professor Dr., Salahaddin University Erbil
College of Islamic Sciences, Erbil, Iraq

Abstract

Praise be to Allah who created peoples and tribes so that they may know one another,
and granted honor to those who adhere to their religion and are pious. Peace and blessings
be upon our master Muhammad, the trustworthy guide, sent as a mercy to the worlds, and
upon his noble family and companions, who bequeathed the nation the light of knowledge
and faith, and guided it on the path of honor and empowerment, until the Day of Judgment.
And now...

The study of the interpretative heritage of the peoples of the Islamic nation and high-
lighting their contributions to the service of Islamic sciences is an urgent necessity in our
present age, especially in light of the intellectual and cultural challenges facing the nation.
The ethnic and linguistic diversity within the Islamic nation is not merely a human reality
but a divine decree, as Allah Almighty said: “And We made you into peoples and tribes that
you may know one another. Indeed, the most noble of you in the sight of Allah is the most
righteous of you” [Al-Hujurat: 13].

From this standpoint, and based on the saying of Allah Almighty: “And as for the favor
of your Lord, report [it]” [Al-Duha: 11], it was imperative for us to highlight the contribu-
tions of Kurdish scholars, whom Allah has blessed with abundant knowledge. They have
contributed to the interpretation of His Holy Book and enriched the Islamic library with
valuable works, whether in Kurdish, Arabic, or other languages.

On the other hand, the status of Al-Quds Al-Sharif and Al-Aqsa Mosque, the dignity of
the people of Gaza, and the cause of Palestine remain at the core of the priorities of the
Islamic Ummah and in the hearts of every person with a living conscience. It is not merely
a political issue, but a faith-based, doctrinal matter that has been linked to revelation since
the dawn of prophethood. What we are witnessing today, after the “Flood of Al-Agsa,” con-
firms that this issue is not a fleeting event, but a battle between truth and falsehood, with
its historical extension and renewed manifestations. And if we look at this year (2025), we
find that it carries within it great memories related to the Palestinian cause, including:

1. The passage of (1389) years since the conquest of Jerusalem by our master Umar ibn

al-Khattab (may Allah be pleased with him) in the year 15 AH / 636 AD.

2. The passage of 838 years since the liberation of Jerusalem from the Crusaders by the

leader Saladin in the year 583 AH / 1187 AD.

3. The passage of 128 years since the First Zionist Congress was held in Basel, Switzer-

land, in 1897, which paved the way for the establishment of the Zionist entity.

4. The passage of 108 years since the infamous Balfour Declaration of 1917, which le-

gitimized the occupation of Palestine.
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5. The passage of 78 years since the decision to partition Palestine in 1947, which paved
the way for the establishment of “Israel” in 1948

6. The passage of 58 years since the 1967 setback, which resulted in the occupation of
Jerusalem, the West Bank, and Gaza.

7. The passage of 48 years since President Sadat’s visit to “Israel,” which marked the

beginning of a rift in the Arab stance towards the issue.

8. The passage of (17) years since the unjust blockade imposed on Gaza in 2007, amidst

global complicity and Arab and international silence.

As for today, the Zionist entity continues its plans to Judaize Jerusalem and demolish Al-
Agsa Mosque under the guise of excavations, while the Islamic nation, which numbers over
two billion Muslims, stands helpless before 473 million Arabs, who have nothing but con-
demnations and denunciations! As for today, the Zionist entity continues its plans to Judaize
Jerusalem and demolish Al-Agsa Mosque under the guise of excavations, while the Islamic
nation, which numbers over two billion Muslims, stands helpless before 473 million Arabs,
who have nothing but condemnations and denunciations! All these factors prompted the
researcher to address this topic under the title: “The Status of Al-Agsa Mosque and the No-
ble Sanctuary in the Interpretations of the Islamic Ummah - Kurdish Interpreters in the
Kurdistan Region of Iraq as a Model.”

The researcher selected seven Kurdish interpretations to analyze the views of Kurdish
commentators on the verses related to Al-Agsa Mosque and Jerusalem, and presented them
within an introduction and two main sections, according to the comparative analytical
method.

As for the introduction: it contains (a brief overview of the history of Al-Agsa and the
Noble Sanctuary, the efforts of Kurdish Muslim scholars, and their interpretations) in two
matters:

First: A brief history of Al-Agsa and the Holy City of Jerusalem Secondly: And the Kurdish
Muslim scholars and their interpretations the first requirement: The importance of Al-Agsa
Mosque and the Noble Sanctuary to the Islamic nation First: Their status in the Holy Quran

Secondly: Their status in the Prophetic Sunnah, the noble companions, and the follow-
ers the second requirement: From the interpretations of Kurdish commentators on the
Quranic verses related to them in Kurdish. First: Their interpretation of the verses related
to Al-Agsa Mosque Secondly: Their interpretation of the verses related to Al-Agsa Mosque.

At the conclusion of this faith-based and scientific journey in the service of Quranic
verses and the review of Kurdish interpreters’ exegeses, we note that this research repre-
sents an academic study that addressed the following;

1. Analysis of the verses related to Al-Agsa Mosque and the Noble Jerusalem: Thirteen
noble verses were reviewed, along with the interpretations of a select group of commenta-
tors regarding the status of Al-Agsa Mosque and the Blessed Jerusalem.

2. The role of the Kurdish people in the Islamic nation: Affirming that the Kurdish people
are an integral part of the Muhammadan nation, in accordance with the saying of Allah:
{And We made you into nations and tribes that you may know one another. Indeed, the most
noble of you in the sight of Allah is the most righteous of you.}

3. Contributions of Kurdish Interpreters: Through a modest survey, approximately one
hundred and forty Kurdish scholars and interpreters were identified, who authored
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commentaries and wrote notes and annotations in Kurdish, Arabic, Turkish, and Persian,
addressing the interpretation of verses related to Al-Agsa and Jerusalem.

4. The efforts of Kurdish scholars in the field of exegesis: Highlighting the serious scien-
tific attempts of Kurdish sheikhs and scholars in interpreting the blessed verses related to
Al-Agsa and the Noble Jerusalem, with a focus on the sayings of seven selected interpreters
in this context.

5. Emphasizing the duty to defend Jerusalem: The consensus among interpreters on the
necessity for Muslims to commit to defending Jerusalem, showing zeal for it, protecting its
sanctity and holy sites, and sacrificing themselves and their wealth to safeguard it and repel
aggressors.

6. The Unity of the Islamic Stance on Jerusalem: Despite differing opinions on the issue
of peace with Israel, Muslims, Arabs, and Palestinians agree on the Islamic nature of the
Jerusalem issue, the necessity of keeping it Islamic, and the obligation to resist Israeli at-
tempts to Judaize it and change its features.

Keywords: Tafsir, Kurdish Exegetes, Kurdistan Iraq, al-Aqsa Mosque, Blessed Jerusalem.



