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Oz

Hannah Arendt (1906-1975), 20. yiizyilda yasarus bir diistiniirdiir. Onun katiilik
problemine iliskin tahlilleri, II. Diinya Savast yillarinda Almanya’da Yahudi irkinin maruz
kaldigi sikintilara dayanmaktadir. Onun yasadigi dénemin etkisiyle sekillenen siyasi
diisiinceleri, bir¢ok alan i¢in oldukc¢a verimli tartigmalara zemin hazirlamistir. Yasadig
dénemin yonetim sekline dair hazirlamis oldugu calismalar etrafinda gelistirdigi felsefi
diisiincelerinden bir kismi, bir anlamda din felsefesinde kétiilikk problemi alaniyla ilgili
sorunlara Snemli agilimlar getirebilecek bir o6zellige sahiptir. Bu tebligde, kotiiliik
problemi ve onun kaynagi Arendt’e gore yorumlanacaktir. Bu amagla, Arendt’in kétiilitk
meselesiyle ilgili olarak kullandig1 radikal kétiiliik ve kétiiliigiin siradanligi kavramlar: ve
bu tiir bir kétiilik anlayisinm klasik kotiiliik problemi teorilerinden ayristigi yanlar analiz
edilecektir. Ayrica totaliter yonetim seklinin sebep oldugu radikal kétiiliik fikrinin din
felsefesine etkisiyle ilgili yeterliligi sorgulanacaktir. Arendt, kétiiliikk meselesiyle ilgili
temelde iki kavrama yer vermistir: radikal kétiilikk ve kotiiltigiin siradanhgr. Bu iki
kavramsallastirma onun kétiiliik algisinn iki boyutunu sunmaktadur: Birincisi faili, ikincisi
sonucuyla ilgilidir. flkini, onun tasavvur ettigi kétiiliigiin insan iradesine dayali bir bicimde
gerceklestirilmesinden 6tiirii din felsefesi literatiiriindeki ahlaki kotiililkk kapsaminda
kategorize edebiliriz. Nitekim Arendt’in savundugu radikal kétiiliik, Hitler basta olmak
lizere onun emrinde olan pek ¢ok yonetici tarafindan icra edilmistir. Bu nedenle insan
irade ve fiiline dayanmis olmasindan &tiirii bir nevi ahlaki katiiliiktiir. ikinci boyut, kétiilik
kavraminin literatiirdeki anlaminin disinda algiladigina dairdir. S6z konusu kétiiliikler,
ona gore, failleri tarafindan normal ve siradan bir fiil gibi icra edilmistir. Bu nedenle artik
bu kétiltikler bir nevi hayatin siradan bir pargasi olmustur. Arendt’in kétiilitk problemine
getirdigi bu baks agisi, klasik anlamdaki kétiiliik algisini degistirmistir diyebiliriz.
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Abstract

Hannah Arendt (1906-1975) is a 20th-century scholar. Her analyzes of the problem of evil
are based on the suffering of the Jewish race in Germany during the World War II. Her
thoughts on political issues, which were shaped by the influence of the period she lived,
have prepared the ground for very efficient discussions in many fields. Some of her
philosophical thoughts that she developed in the context of her studies on the political
administration of the period she lived in, in a sense, have a feature that can bring essential
expansions to the problems the problem of evil in the philosophy of religion. In this paper,
the problem of evil, and its source will be examined according to Arendt. In doing so, the
concepts of radical evil, and the banality of evil used by Arendt regarding the issue of evil,
and the aspects where such an understanding of evil differs from the classical theories of
the problem of evil will be analyzed. In addition, the adequacy of the idea of radical evil
caused by the totalitarian rule on the philosophy of religion will be questioned. In addition,
the adequacy of the idea of radical evil caused by the totalitarian rule on the philosophy
of religion will be questioned. Arendt used two fundamental concepts regarding the issue
of evil: radical evil, and the banality of evil. These two conceptualizations present two
dimensions of her perception of evil: The first is about the agent,, and the second is about
the result. We can categorize the former within the scope of moral evil in the literature of
the philosophy of religion since the evil he envisions is realized based on human will. As a
matter of fact, the radical evil that Arendt advocated was carried out by many rulers under
her command, especially Hitler. The second dimension has brought the concept of evil to
a form that goes beyond its context, and content. According to her, the evils in question
were performed by their perpetrators as a normal, and ordinary act. We can say that this
perspective brought by Arendt to the problem of evil has changed the perception of evil
in the classical sense.

Keywords

Philosophy and Religion, Hannah Arendt, Radical Evil, The Banality of Evil,
Totalitarianism, Moral Evil.

sempozyum.okuokut.org


https://sempozyum.okuokut.org/

108 « Hande Nur Bozbuga

Ethical Statement

Type
Received
Accepted
Published

Category

Research Area
Conference

Title

Web

Location & Date
Sponsor
Proceeding Session
Copyright

License
Publisher
Citation

This paper is a summary of the study titled “The Positioning of
Hannah Arendt’s Perception of Evil in the Philosophy of Religion”
presented at the 1st Turkish Symposium of Social Science.
Conference Proceeding

2021-07-27

2021-08-25

2021-08-29

Art & Humanities, Religion & Theology,
Philosophy, Logic

Symposium Proceeding, Philosophy and Religion

Art & Humanities,

The 1st Turkish Symposium of Social Sciences
https://sempozyum.okuokut.org/index.php/tsbs/article/view/7
Online - August 28-29, 2021

Oku Okut Association

Session 6 - August 29, 2021, Sunday 11:30 - 13:00

© 2021 Hande Nur Bozbuga. The author retains the copyright and
provides the publisher with a proper license to publish.

Oku Okut Press

Bozbuga, Hande Nur. “The Positioning of Hannah Arendt’s
Perception of Evil in the Philosophy of Religion”. The 1st Turkish
Symposium of Social Sciences: The Book of Abstracts. ed. Abdullah
Demir. 105-108. Ankara: Oku Okut Press, 2021.
https://doi.org/10.55709/okuockutpress.8

sempozyum.okuokut.org


https://sempozyum.okuokut.org/

