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Oz

Tirkge'de giinlikk kullanimda “er” kelimesi, cogunlukla cinsiyet olarak erkegi cinsiyet
anlami icermeksizin de yaptig1 isi en giizel, en mitkemmel sekilde yapan kisiyi ifade etmek
i¢in kullanilir, Tasavvufta ise er olgusu, 6rnek kul olma vasfina sahip insan-1 kAmili temsil
eden bir kavram olarak kullanilmaktadir. Bu olgu, sézliiklerde erkeklige isaret etse de
tasavvufl agidan cinsiyet ayrimi yapilmadan Allah’'in rizasii kazanan, insdn-1 kamil
vasfina sahip olan erkek ve kadinlar herkesi igine alir. Er olgusunu Ahmed Yesevi (61.
562/1166), Mevlana (6l. 672/1273) ve Y{nus Emre (8l. 720/1320) gibi mutasavviflar da
eserlerinde kullanmuslardir. Tasavvufta er/eren olgusu, dini ve ahlaki yasayistaki
olgunluga isaret eder. Ferldiiddin Attir (8l. 618/1221), Fars ve Klasik Tiirk Edebiyatinin
onde gelen mutasavvif ve sairleri arasinda yer alir. O, Mantiku't-tayr adli eserinde er
olgusunu sembolik bir anlatimla siklikla kullanmistir. Calismamizin amaci Attr'in er
kavramina yiikledigi sembolik anlatim ile hangi tasavvufl kavramlara vurgu yaptigini
tespit ve analiz etmektir. Attir, er olgusunu ¢cogunlukla miirsid-i kAmil, insan-1 kimil, veli,
ermis ve salik anlamlarinda kullanmistir. Ayrica er kavramim sadece insanlara ait bir
dzellik olarak degil bazi cansiz varliklar ve hayvanlar icin de kullanmistir. Attér, eserinde
er kavramini Allah / kul iliskileri icinde ele alir. O, insdn-1 kAmil anlaminda Hz. Peygamber
i¢in de istimal eder. Hz. Peygamber, her isin eri ve var olan insanin er olmadaki hedefidir.
Attir er olgusunu miirid/ silik kavramlar icinde ele aldiginda, hakikate giden yolda
kararli, azimli ve yolun zorluklar: karsisinda saglam bir irade ortaya koyan kisileri
tanimlar. O, salikin vuslata olan yolculugunda Allah’in kullarina kendini bilmeleri igin
verdigi 6zel bir bilgi olan marifet bilgisinin 6nemini vurgularken, salikin marifet eri olmasi
gerektigi tizerinde durur. Attdr, er kavramini insanlarin baglandiklari, o yolda emek
harcadiklari niyet dogrultusunda yol eri, dogruluk eri, bilgi eri, Tanr1 eri, Tur eri; diinyalik
seylere baglanip hizmet ettiklerinde ise “nefis eri” benzetmelerini kullanir. Tasavvuftaki
vahdet, kesret, yokluk marifet, seyr ii stilik, fen4, nefis gibi anlagilmasi zor olan terimleri
gilinliik hayatta kullanilan er kavramim kullanarak okuyucu tarafindan anlasilabilecek bir
boyuta getirmeye calisir. Bu agidan bakildiginda Attar'in kullaniminda er kavrami cinsel
bir tiir olan erkegi ifade etmekten uzak, erdemli insani kasteden bir kullanim alanina
sahiptir.
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Abstract

The word “er (man)” in daily use in Turkish refers to “a male person,” but without
reference to gender, it is often used to express a person who performs his/her job perfectly
well. In Sufism, the concept of “er” is used to refer to al-insan al-kamil (the perfect human
being), who possesses the quality of being an exemplary servant. Although “er” denotes
masculinity in its dictionary form, in mystical terms without reference to gender, the word
includes all men, and women who have the qualifications of a perfect human being, and
who gain Allah’s approval. Such Sufis as Ahmad Yasawi (d. 562/1166), Mawlana (d.
672/1273), and Yunus Emre (d. 720/1320) also used the concept of “er” in their works. In
Sufism, this concept indicates maturity in religious, and moral life. Farid al-Din ‘Attar (d.
618/1221) is one of the leading mystics, and poets of Persian, and Classical Turkish
Literature. He often used the concept of er in a symbolic way in his work Mantiq al-Tayr.
The aim of the present study is to unearth, and analyze what mystical concepts ‘Attar
emphasizes through the symbolic meanings that he attributes to the concept of er. ‘Attar
often uses the notion of er to mean al-murshid al-kamil, al-insan al-kamil, a saint, holy
person or devotee. Furthermore, he uses the concept of er not only as a characteristic of
humans but also that of some inanimate beings, and animals. In his works, ‘Attar addresses
this notion within Allah- servant relationships. He also uses the term for the Prophet, who
is the master of every business, and the goal of every human being in being a er. When
considering the notion of er within the concepts of disciple/devotee, ‘Attar uses it to
define people who are determined, and patient on the way to the truth, and who show a
strong will in the face of the difficulties encountered. While emphasizing the importance
of knowledge of marifat, which is a special knowledge that Allah gives His servants so that
they know themselves in their journey to wuslat, he emphasizes that the devotee should
be a er of knowledge. In line with the intention to which people are attached, and in which
they put effort, ‘Attar uses metaphors, such as a man of path, a man of truth, a man of
knowledge, a soldier of God, a man of journey; when they are attached to worldly things,
and serve for them, he uses the metaphor of “the man of the self”. By using the concept of
man, as used in daily life, ‘Attar tries to simplify meaning of the terms that are difficult to
understand in Sufism, such as unity, abundance, non-existence, marifat, al-sayr al-sulik,
fana, nafs for the reader so that they could comprehend them with ease. From this point
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of view, the concept of man in ‘Attar’s usage is far from a gender-specific meaning that
denotes masculinity but has a usage that refers to a virtuous person.
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