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Oz

Sehitlik kavrami giiniimiizde pek ¢ok farkli durumda basvurulan, {izerine séz sGylenen,
tartisma konusu olan bir olgu haline gelmistir. Medyada “vatan sehidi,” “demokrasi
sehidi,” “devrim sehidi,” “yangin sehidi,” “futbol sehidi” gibi her yeni durumda bir yenisi
eklenen farkli sehitlik nitelemeleri ile karsilagilmaktadir. Ote yandan bilimsel calismalarda
sehitlik kavrami iizerinden bir arastirma yapildiginda bilhassa Batu literatiiriinde sehitligin
cihatla iliskili olarak terdr ve intihar eylemleri baglaminda ele alindig1 gériilmektedir. Bu
nedenle sehitlik olgusunun ilk ortaya ¢ikis baglaminin, “sehid” kelimesinin bugiinkii
manalarim kazanma siirecinin ortaya ¢ikarilmasi mevzubahis kullanim alanlarini ve
sehitlikle ilgili giincel tartismalar: anlamaya 151k tutmasi agisindan 6nem arz etmektedir.
flgili literatiirde sehitlik olgusunun kékeni ile ilgili bir inceleme yapildiginda, kavramin
Ingilizce literatiirdeki karsilig1 olan “martyrdom” kelimesinin kékeni ve bugiinkii manay:
kazanma siireci hakkinda kesin ve detayli bilgilere ulasmak miimkiin iken islam? sehitlik
olgusu hakkinda bir muglaklik s6z konusudur. Bu durumun iki agiklamasi olabilecegi
diistiniilmektedir: ilki, Bat1 literatiiriindeki calismalarda sehitligin kékeni ile ilgili, sehitlik
olgusunun Grek-Helen ve Yahudi-Hiristiyan geleneginden o6diing almdigi, “sehid”
teriminin de Latin dillerindeki karsiligi olan “martus’tan terciime edildigi iddiasina
dayanilmasidir, ikincisi ise Tiirkge literatiirdeki ilgili calismalarda béyle bir ksken
arastirmasina hig girilmeyerek “sehid” kelimesinin sozliik anlamlari ile sehitlikle ilgili dyet
ve hadislere yer verilmekle yetinilmesidir. Bu calismanin amaci, sehid ve sehidet
kavramlarimin anlam yériingesinin agiga ¢ikarilmasi, zamanla yiiklendikleri manalarin
tespit edilmesi ve kavramin kullanildigi ¢agdas durum ve vakalarla nasil
iliskilendirilebilecegini analiz etmektir. Konunun tarihsel boyutuna &zellikle dikkat
ederek, ilgili literatiirde karsimiza gikan belirli olaylar1 metinselligi icinde degerlendirip
anlamlarini anlasilir kilmay1 amaglayan betimleyici bir yontem kullandik. Bu literatiir,
islam tarihinin birincil kaynaklar1, Arap kiiltiir ve toplumsal yapisini yansitan Arap siiri ile
sehitlikle ilgili ayet ve hadisleri icermektedir. Batili arastirmacilarm 6diing alma
iddialarinin somut bir delile dayanmadigi; savagsmanin ve savasta 6lme idealinin Islamiyet
dncesi Arap toplumunda da asil bir eylem olarak algilandigy; sehid kelimesini olusturan “s-
h-d” fiil kékiiniin Arap siirlerinde “savasa katilmak” manasinda kullanilmakta oldugu;
bugiinkii manida sehit kavraminin ilk olarak Miite Savasi’'nda sehit olanlara dair, Hassdn
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b. Sabit’in siirinde “misteshidin” olarak kullamildig1 ¢alismada ulagilan temel sonuglar
olmustur.
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Abstract

The concept of martyrdom (shahada) has been used, and discussed in various cases, and
situations in the media, and academia today. Different definitions of martyrdom are
encountered in the meantime, with a new addition almost in every new case such as
“martyr of homeland,” “martyr of democracy,” “martyr of revolution,” “martyr of fire,”
even “martyr of football.” However, when the literature, especially Western literature, on
martyrdom is analyzed, it becomes clear that the concept is studied in the context of
terrorism, and suicide attacks in relation to jihad. Therefore, it is essential to reveal the
context in which the concept (shahid) was coined, and the process through which it has
gained its various current meanings to shed light on the usage areas mentioned above.
However, when examining the origin of the phenomenon of martyrdom in the relevant
literature, it is possible to have precise, and sufficient knowledge about the origin of the
word “martyrdom”, and the trajectory of its current meaning. In contrast, the ambiguity
about the origin of the phenomenon of Islamic martyrdom (shahada) still obtains. There
may be two explanations for this: First, the concept of martyrdom in Western literature
was borrowed from the Greko-Roman, and Judeo-Christian traditions,, and the term
“martyr” was translated from the Latin equivalent of “martus.” Second, similar research
on the origin of the concept is wanting in Turkish/Islamic literature; scholars seem to have
been content with only the lexical definitions of the word “shahid”, and how it occurred
in verses, and hadiths. The purpose of this presentation is to figure out the trajectory of
the concepts (shahid, and shahada), and determine the meanings it has assumed over time,
and to analyze how it can be related to contemporary situations, and cases in which the
concept is used. Paying specific attention to the historical dimension of the subject matter,
we used a descriptive method whose aim is to make intelligible the meaning of particular
text-like events as they appeared in the literature. They include the primary sources of
Islamic history, Arabic poetry reflecting the-then Arab culture, and social structure,, and
verses, and hadiths about martyrdom. We conclude that Western scholars’ argument that
Muslims borrowed the concept of martyrdom from other cultures is not based upon any
concrete, and credible historical evidence because the ideal of fighting, and dying at wars
was perceived as a noble act even in pre-Islamic Arab society; that the root of the verb “sh-
h-d” forming the word martyr (shahid) has been used in the sense of “joining the war” in
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Arabic poetry;, and that the concept, as used today, was coined as “mustashhedin” by
Hassan Ibn Thabit to honor those who died at the Battle of Mu’ta.
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