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Kitap Hakkinda

iran Cografyasinda Mezhebi Yap1 ve Toplumsal Dinamikler Sempozyumu Bildiri
Ozetleri Kitab1

Bu 6zet kitap¢iginda, Bursa Uludag Universitesi ilahiyat Fakiiltesi tarafindan diizenlenen
fran Cografyasinda Mezheb? Yapt ve Toplumsal Dinamikler baglikli sempozyumun
bildirilerinin &zetleri yer almaktadir. Bildiri 6zetleri, basta Siilik olmak iizere iran
cografyasindaki mezhebl yapilar iizerinde yogunlasmaktadir. Bu yapilar, iran’da
gecmisten glinlimiize 6n plana ¢ikan dini ve toplumsal dinamikler temelinde ve miimkiin
oldugu kadar kronolojik bir sekilde ele alinmaktadir. Mezhebi yap1 ve olusumlarin yant
sira, Sillik ve Siinnilik arasindaki iliskiler, cagdas iran’da dini diisiince ve mezhep
tartismalar1 da yer almaktadir. Kitapgikta, sempozyum kapsamindaki konuyla ilgili
Tiirkce ve ingilizce kargiliklariyla 28 sunum &zeti bulunmaktadir.

Konu Kategorileri

BIC: HRHT islamic Kelam

BISAC: REL037040 Din / islam / Sia

THEMA: QRPB3 islami Gruplar: Sia, Siilik

LCSH: DS251-326 fran

DDC: 297.6 islam Mezhepleri ve Reform Hareketleri

Anahtar Kelimeler: islam Mezhepleri Tarihi, Siilik, iran, Mezhebi Yapilar, Toplumsal
Dinamikler.



About the Book

Symposium on Sectarian Structure and Social Dynamics in Iran: Book of
Conference Abstracts

This abstract booklet contains the abstracts of the papers presented at the symposium
entitled Sectarian Structures and Social Dynamics in the Iranian Geographical Region,
organized by the Faculty of Theology at Bursa Uludag University. The paper abstracts
primarily focus on sectarian structures in the Iranian geographical region, with
particular emphasis on Shiism. These structures are examined on the basis of the
religious and social dynamics that have come to the fore in Iran from the past to the
present, following a chronological framework as far as possible. In addition to sectarian
structures and their formation, the booklet addresses relations between Shi‘ism and
Sunnism, as well as religious thought and sectarian debates in contemporary Iran. The
booklet includes abstracts of 28 presentations related to the scope of the symposium,
presented in both Turkish and English.

Subject Classification

BIC: HRHT Islamic theology

BISAC: REL037040 Religion / Islam / Shi’a

THEMA: QRPB3 Islamic groups: Shi'ah, Shi'ite

LCSH: DS251-326 Iran (Persia)

DDC: 297.6 Islamic sects and reform movements

Keywords: History of Islamic Sects, Shi‘ism, Iran, Sectarian Structures, Social
Dynamics



Editérler | Editors

Dog. Dr. Asiye TIGLI

Bursa Uludag Universitesi ilahiyat Fakiiltesi islam Mezhepleri Tarihi alaninda 3gretim iiyesidir.
Lisans egitimini Marmara Universitesi ilahiyat Fakiiltesi’nde, yiiksek lisansini Selguk Universitesi
Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisii'nde, doktorasini ise Marmara Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisii'nde
tamamlamistir, Lisansiistii c¢alismalar1 sirasinda Iran’a cesitli arastirma ziyaretlerinde
bulunmustur. Yiiksek lisans ¢alismast kitap olarak yayimlanan Tigli’nin ayrica Zen/Kadin baslikli bir
cevirisi ile gesitli akademik dergilerde yayimlanmis makale ve bildirileri bulunmaktadir. 2007-2013
yillar1 arasinda istanbul-Fatih Aksemsettin ilkégretim Okulunda Din Kiiltiirii ve Ahlak Bilgisi
dgretmenligi ve Istanbul-Gaziosmanpasa, Kazim Karabekir imam Hatip Lisesi Meslek Dersleri
Ogretmenligi yapti. 2013-2017 yillar1 arasinda ise DPU Islami ilimler Fakiiltesi'nde Kelam alaninda
dgretim liyeligi gérevinde bulundu. Halen Bursa Uludag Universitesi flahiyat Fakiiltesi'nde dogent
olarak gdrev yapan Tigl'nin baslica ¢alisma alanlart Sit diisiince, iran’da dinf ve entelektiiel
diisiince, Sif kelam, ismaililik ve cagdas islam diisiincesidir. Zerdiist: Hayati ve Ogretisi ile fran'da
Entelektiiel Dini Diisiince Hareketi baslica eserleri arasinda yer almaktadir. Kuramer Yayinlari
tarafindan yayimlanan Vahiy ve Peygamberlik adli eserde kitap boliimii yazarligi bulunan Tigli,
Abdiilkerim Siirlis’'un vahiy anlayis1 ve bu anlayisa yonelik elestirileri bir araya getiren iki ciltlik
Giincel Vahiy Tartismalart calismasini ise derleyip Tiirkgeye cevirmistir.

Tigh is a faculty member in the Department of History of Islamic Sects at the Faculty of Theology,
Bursa Uludag University. She received her undergraduate degree from the Faculty of Theology at
Marmara University, her master’s degree from the Institute of Social Sciences at Selguk University,
and her PhD from the Institute of Social Sciences at Marmara University. During her graduate
studies, she made several research visits to Iran. Her master’s thesis was published as a book, and
she has also published academic articles and conference papers in various journals and edited
volumes, as well as a translation entitled Zen/Kadin. Between 2007 and 2013, she worked as a
Religious Culture and Ethics teacher at Aksemsettin Primary School in Fatih, Istanbul, and as a
teacher of religious studies at Kazim Karabekir Imam Hatip High School in Gaziosmanpasa, Istanbul.
From 2013 to 2017, she served as a faculty member in the field of Kalam at the Faculty of Islamic
Sciences, Dumlupinar University. She currently holds the position of Associate Professor at the
Faculty of Theology, Bursa Uludag University. Her main areas of research include Shi thought,
religious and intellectual thought in Iran, Shi‘i Kalam, Isma‘ilism, and contemporary Islamic
thought. Her major works include Zoroaster: His Life and Teachings and The Movement of Innovative
Religious Thought in Iran. She contributed a chapter to Revelation and Prophethood, published by
KURAMER, and compiled and translated the two-volume work Contemporary Debates on Revelation,
which brings together ‘Abd al-Karim Suriish’s views on revelation and critical responses to his
ideas.

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3693-692X
Web: https://avesis.uludag.edu.tr/asiyetigli
E-Posta: asiyetigli@uludag.edu.tr
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Dog. Dr. Mehmet CELENK

Adiyaman’da dogdu. Lisans egitimini 1996 yilinda Marmara Universitesi ilahiyat Fakiiltesinde
tamamladi. Ayni {iniversitenin Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisii biinyesinde yiiksek lisansini 1999 yilinda
tamamladi. 2006 yilinda Bursa Uludag Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisii biinyesinde
doktorasini tamamladi. 2006 yilindan beri Bursa Uludag Universitesinde Islam Mezhepleri Tarihi ve
Farsca dersleri okutmaktadir. 2017 yilindan beri de kurucu kadrosunda yer aldig1 Bursa Uludag
Universitesi [IBF Fakiiltesi Uluslararasi iliskiler Béliimii Ingilizce programinda Islam Diinyasinda
dini akimlar, gé¢ ve niifus hareketleri ve Tiirkiye-Ortadogu Iliskileri muhtevali dersler
okutmaktadir. Arapca, Farsca, ingilizce ve Rusca bilmektedir.

He was born in Adiyaman. He completed his undergraduate education at the Faculty of Theology at
Marmara University in 1996. He received his master’s degree from the Institute of Social Sciences
at the same university in 1999. In 2006, he completed his PhD at the Institute of Social Sciences at
Bursa Uludag University. Since 2006, he has been teaching courses on the History of Islamic Sects
and Persian at Bursa Uludag University. Since 2017, he has also been teaching courses on religious
movements in the Islamic world, migration and population movements, and Turkey-Middle East
relations in the English-language program of the Department of International Relations at the
Faculty of Economics and Administrative Sciences of Bursa Uludag University, where he was a
founding faculty member. He speaks Arabic, Persian, English, and Russian.

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7104-5861
Web: https://avesis.uludag.edu.tr/mcelenk
E-Posta: mcelenk@uludag.edu.tr
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Ars. G6r. Mehmet Vehbi YAVUZ

1995 yilinda Kuala Lumpur’da dogdu. ilk ve orta grenimini Bursa’da tamamladiktan sonra Bursa
Ali Osman Sénmez Sosyal Bilimler Lisesi’'nden mezun oldu (2014). Lisans egitimini Bursa Uludag
Universitesi flahiyat (2019) ve Siyaset Bilimi ve Kamu Ydnetimi (2019) béliimlerinde tamamladh.
Halihazirda Yalova Universitesi {lahiyat Fakiiltesi Islam Mezhepleri Tarihi Anabilim Dali'nda
arastirma goérevlisi olarak gérev yapmakta, Bursa Uludag Universitesi’'nde doktora egitimine devam
etmektedir.

Born in Kuala Lumpur in 1995, he completed his primary and secondary education in Bursa and
graduated from Bursa Ali Osman Sénmez Social Sciences High School in 2014. He earned bachelor’s
degrees in Theology (2019) and Political Science and Public Administration (2019) from Bursa
Uludag University. He currently serves as a research assistant in the Department of History of
Islamic Sects at the Faculty of Theology, Yalova University, while pursuing a PhD at Bursa Uludag
University.
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Takdim

Islam inanci, diisiincesi ve tarihi agisindan iran cografyasi; tarih boyunca farkli dinf,
mezhebi ve siyasl yapilar icin énemli bir etkilesim ve yapilasma mekini olmustur.
Gliniimiizde de tartismalarin ve dikkatlerin odaginda olan bu cografya, erken dénem
mezhebl ve fikri olusumlardan modern dinl ve siyasl yapilara, resmi ideolojik
anlayislardan halk dindarhigina kadar uzanan genis bir inceleme alanina sahiptir.
Dolayisiyla bu cografya ile ilgili birikimin akademik etkinliklere konu olmasi, bolgede
olup bitenleri ve islam diinyasini anlamak acisindan kilit bir role sahiptir.

Bu maksatla Bursa Uludag Universitesi ilahiyat Fakiiltesi ev sahipliginde; 25-27 Eyliil 2026
tarihlerinde diizenlenen fran Cografyasinda Mezhebi Yapr ve Toplumsal Dinamikler
Sempozyumu, bu bélgedeki mezhebi yapilanmalari, miimkiin oldugu kadar tarihsel siireci
de gbz 6niinde bulundurarak ve farkli disiplinlerin perspektifinden de yararlanarak ele
almay1 hedeflemektedir. Bu cografyadaki mezhebi ve toplumsal yapilar; din sosyolojisi,
kelam, siyaset ve diisiince tarihi gibi Islam Mezhepleri Tarihi ile yakindan iliskili olan
farkli alanlarin katkilariyla incelenmektedir.

Sempozyum programi boyunca yapilan sunumlarda iranin erken, orta ve modern
dénemlerine iliskin caligmalarin yaru sira, modern dénemde dini diisiince alaninda
ortaya ¢ikan sorgulamalar ve dontistimlerle ilgili sunumlar yapilmistir. Dolayisiyla bu
kitapcikta yer alan teblig 6zetleri, ilhanlilar ve Safeviler dénemindeki kimlik tartismalar
ve kurumsallagma faaliyetlerinden $il halk dindarhig: ile ilgili merasimlere; iran islam
Devrimi dncesi ve sonrasindaki olaylardan, cagdas Siilik’teki mezhep ici sorgulamalara
kadar pek ¢ok konu dinleyicilerin dikkatine sunulmustur. Program akisi, konunun
yalnizca belirli bir dénem veya disiplin iizerinden degil, siireklilik, etkilesim ve degisim
perspektifinden ele alinmasi1 hedeflenerek hazirlanmgtir.

Bu etkinlige katki sunan degerli bilim insanlarina, organizasyonda emegi gecen
Diizenleme ve Bilim Kurullari ile 6zveriyle calisan sekreteryaya tesekkiir ederiz. Bu 6zet
kitapciginin, iran cografyasindaki mezhebi yapilasmanin ve bdlgenin daha iyi
anlagilmasinin yani sira, bu alanda yapilmasi disiiniilen akademik arastirmalara
miitevazi bir katki saglamasini temenni ediyoruz.

Diizenleme Kurulu Adina
Dog. Dr. Asiye TIGLI

Dog. Dr. Mehmet CELENK
Bursa, 2026



Akigkan Kimlikler, Degisen Sinirlar: ilhanlilar Déneminde Dini ve Mezhebi
Aidiyetleri Tespit Etmenin Metodolojik Zorlugu

Prof. Dr. Hanifi SAHIN!

islam tarihinin Geg Orta Dénemi (1258-1500), klasik cagin siyas? hiyerarsilerini ve keskin
dint sinir tanimlarini sarsan ksklii bir kirilmayi ifade eder. Bu kirllmanin merkezinde yer
alan flhanlilar cografyasinda mezhebi iliskileri ve inang haritasini tespit etmek, dénemin
kendine has dinamikleri sebebiyle ciddi metodolojik agmazlari beraberinde
getirmektedir. Geleneksel tarih yazimi bu dénemi genellikle ya Siinni-Sii ayrimlarinin
tamamen ¢6ziildiigi bir “mezhebi belirsizlik” sathasi ya da catismanin zirveye ¢iktigi bir
“mezhebl kutuplasma” dénemi olarak kategorize etmistir. Ancak bu teblig, iki
indirgemeci yaklasimin da ilhanh diinyasindaki akiskan dini-siyasi yapiy1 aciklamaya
yetmedigini; dsnemin mezhebi kimliklerinin sabit birer doktriner kompartiman olarak
degil, siyasi ve toplumsal baglama gore siirekli yeniden miizakere edilen dinamik siiregler
olarak okunmasi gerektigini varsaymaktadir.

Bildiride, ilhanl diinyasinda mezhep iizerine konusmanin ve din sinirlar1 sabitlemenin
oniindeki {i¢ temel analitik problem masaya yatirilacaktir: Bunlar (i) Kaynak Problemi ve
Tarih Yazimindaki ideolojik Manipiilasyon: Déneme dair ana akim anlati, Mogol
hékimiyetine dogrudan maruz kalmayan ve olaylara mesafeli olan Siinni-Memliik
kroniklerince sekillendirilmistir. Memlik tarihgiliginin tirettigi “Miisliiman Memliikler
vs. Gayrimiislim Mogollar” seklindeki kutupsal paradigma ve klasik “Altin Cag-Gerileme”
anlatisi; ilhanli cografyasindaki Sit ve SGfi aktérlerin Mogol idaresiyle kurdugu esnek,
pragmatik ve uyumlu iliskileri gériinmez kilmis, alternatif Sii hafizasini diglamustir. (ii)
Siyasi Gii¢ Dagilimina Bagli Degiskenlik: {lhanl idaresinde din? kimlikler statik degildir;
merkezi Cengizli otoritesinin gli¢lii oldugu sathalarda siyasi-ekonomik kaynaklara erisim
miicadelesi mezhebi hatlar1 keskinlestirip kutuplari beslerken, otoritenin parcalandig
yatay/federal doénemlerde sinirlar yumusayarak belirsizlesmistir. (iii) Mezhebin
Nesep/Soy Sdylemi Uzerinden Terciimesi: Dénem S$iiligi, teolojik-keldmi bir tartisma
olmaktan ziyade, Cengizi mesruiyet modeliyle analoji kurularak “nesep” (Al-i Ali, Ehl-i
Beyt, sadat) iizerinden insa edilmistir. Siyas? baglilik ifadesi olan Si‘atii Ali'nin yerini
biyolojik akrabalik vurgusu yapan Al-i Ali’ye birakmasi ve darii’s-siyAde gibi kurumlara
Sif-Stinni ayrimi gézetmeksizin seyyidlerin yerlestirilmesi, dini olan ile nesebe dayali
olanin sinirlarini tamamen ig ice gegirmistir.

Bu calisma, ilhanl dénemi mezhep tarihine ait verileri ¢éziimlerken filolojik ve doktriner
okuma aliskanlhklarinin &tesine gecerek metodolojik bir model sunmaktadir. Nitel
arastirma yontemlerinin benimsendigi calismada, temel analitik kurgu olarak “dokiiman
incelemesi” ve “elestirel séylem analizi” teknikleri isletilmistir. Arastirmanin birincil veri

1 Atatiirk Universitesi, ilahiyat Fakiiltesi, islam Mezhepleri Tarihi Anabilim Dali, https://orcid.org/0000-
0002-0500-7952, hanifisahin@atauni.edu.tr
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setini olusturmak iizere; bir taraftan Residiiddin Fazlullah’in CAmiu’t-tevarih’i, Vassafin
Tecziyetii'l-emsar’1 ve Kasini'nin Tarih-i Ulcaytd’su gibi resmi tarih kaynaklari, diger
taraftan ise dénemin sosyo-ekonomik ve biirokratik gercekligini yansitan kaynaklar
karsilastirmali analize tabi tutulacaktir, Metinlerde gegen $if, Siinnf, Rafizi, seyyid, Ehl-i
Beyt ve Al-i Ali gibi kavramlar teolojik birer sabit veri olarak degil; cagdas tarih yazimi ve
sosyal kimlik teorileri 15181nda, kisilerin siyasi mesruiyet, toplumsal statii ve kurumsal
ayricalik elde etmek icin donemsel olarak insa ettigi ‘islevsel ve baglamsal séylemler’
olarak nitel yontemlerle ¢6ziimlenmektedir.

Bu cercevede teblig, ilhanli cografyasindaki mezhebi kimliklerin yalnizca klasik Siinni-Sit
dikotomisi veya keldmi farkhiliklar tizerinden agiklanmasinin dénemin karmasik
gercekligini kavramakta yetersiz kalabilecegini tartismaya agmaktadir. Gazan Han ve
Olcaytu dénemlerinde ortaya ¢ikan darii’s-siyAde kurumlari, seyyidlik sGylemi ve Ehl-i
Beyt merkezli mesruiyet anlatilar {izerinden hareketle, dinf kimliklerin siyaset, nesep,
toplumsal rekabet ve mesruiyet tiretimi siiregleriyle birlikte degerlendirilmesi gerektigi
ileri siirilmektedir. Béylece calisma, ilhanlilar dénemi mezhep tarihine iliskin
arastirmalarda daha baglamsal, ¢cok katmanli ve disiplinlerarasi bir okuma imkini
sunmay1 amagclamaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: ilhanlilar, islam Mezhepleri, Mezhebi Belirsizlik, Mezhebi
Kutuplagma, Nesep Siyaseti.
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Fluid Identities, Changing Borders: The Methodological Challenges of
Identifying Religious and Sectarian Affiliations during the Ilkhanid Period

Prof. Hanifi SAHIN?

The Later Middle Period of Islamic history (1258-1500) represents a profound historical
rupture that unsettled the political hierarchies of the classical age and challenged clearly
defined religious boundaries. Within the Ilkhanid realm, which stood at the center of this
transformation, reconstructing patterns of sectarian relations and mapping the religious
landscape present significant methodological challenges due to the distinctive dynamics
of the period. Traditional historiography has generally characterized this period either
as a phase of “confessional ambiguity,” in which Sunni-Shi‘i boundaries largely dissolved,
or as an era of “confessional polarization,” in which sectarian conflict reached its peak.
This paper, however, argues that neither of these reductionist approaches adequately
accounts for the fluid religious and political landscape of the Ilkhanid world. Instead, it
proposes that the sectarian identities of the period should be understood not as fixed
doctrinal compartments, but as dynamic formations that were continually negotiated
and reconfigured in response to changing political and social contexts.

This paper addresses three fundamental analytical problems that complicate any attempt
to discuss sectarian affiliation and to delineate fixed religious boundaries in the Ilkhanid
world. These are: (i) The Problem of Sources and Ideological Manipulation in Historiography: The
mainstream narrative of the period was largely shaped by Sunni-Mamluk chronicles,
whose authors were not directly subject to Mongol rule and wrote from a certain
geographical and political distance from the events they described. The polarizing
paradigm of “Muslim Mamluks versus non-Muslim Mongols” constructed by Mamluk
historiography, together with the conventional “Golden Age-Decline” narrative,
obscured the flexible, pragmatic, and accommodative relationships that Shii and Safi
actors in the Ilkhanid realm established with Mongol rule, while simultaneously
marginalizing alternative Shi‘7 historical memory. (ii) Variability Depending on the
Distribution of Political Power: Religious identities under Ilkhanid rule were not static.
During periods when central Chinggisid authority was strong, competition for access to
political and economic resources sharpened sectarian boundaries and intensified
polarization; by contrast, during more decentralized or “federal” phases, when central
authority became fragmented, these boundaries grew more fluid and ambiguous. (iii) The
Translation of Sectarian Identity through the Discourse of Genealogy/Lineage: Shi‘ism in this
period was constructed not merely through theological and kalam-based debates, but also
through the language of genealogy (nasab) by drawing an analogy with the Chinggisid
model of political legitimacy. The gradual shift from Shi‘at ‘Ali, denoting political
allegiance to “Ali, toward Al-i ‘Ali, emphasizing genealogical descent from “Ali, together

2 Atatiirk University, Faculty of Theology, Department of History of Islamic Sects, https://orcid.org/0000-
0002-0500-7952, hanifisahin@atauni.edu.tr
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with the settlement of sayyids in institutions such as the dar al-siyada irrespective of
Sunni-Shii distinctions, increasingly blurred the boundaries between religious affiliation
and genealogical identity.

This study proposes a methodological model for analyzing data pertaining to the history
of sects in the Ilkhanid period, moving beyond conventional philological and doctrinal
approaches. Adopting a qualitative research methodology, the study employs document
analysis and critical discourse analysis as its principal analytical methods. To construct
the primary dataset of the study, official historiographical sources such as Rashid al-Din
Fadl Allah’s Jami¢ al-Tawarikh, Wassaf’s Tajziyat al-Amsar, and al-Kashani’s Tarikh-i Uljayta
will be subjected to comparative analysis alongside sources reflecting the socio-economic
and bureaucratic realities of the period. Terms appearing in the sources, such as Shi4,
Sunni, Rafidi, sayyid, Ahl al-Bayt, and Al-i Ali, are analyzed through qualitative methods not
as fixed theological categories, but, in light of contemporary historiography and theories
of social identity, as “functional and context-dependent discourses” constructed and
employed by historical actors in particular circumstances to secure political legitimacy,
social status, and institutional privileges.

Within this framework, the paper critically examines whether interpreting sectarian
identities in the Ilkhanid realm solely through the conventional Sunni-Shi‘l dichotomy
or in terms of kalam-based doctrinal differences is sufficient to capture the complex
realities of the period. Drawing on the dar al-siyada institutions that emerged during the
reigns of Ghazan Khan and Oljeytii, as well as on discourses of sayyid lineage and
narratives of legitimacy centered on the Ahl al-Bayt, the paper argues that religious and
sectarian identities should be analyzed in conjunction with processes of political
authority, nasab (genealogy), social competition, and the construction of legitimacy. In
doing so, the study seeks to offer a more contextual, multilayered, and interdisciplinary
framework for the study of sectarian history during the Ilkhanid period.

Keywords: Ilkhanids, History of Islamic Sects, Confessional Ambiguity, Confessional
Polarization, Politics of Nasab.



ilhanlilar Déneminde Es‘ari Geleneginin Tarihsel Geligimi

Doc. Dr. Abdullah Omer YAVUZ3

islam diisiincesi ve kiiltiirii, tarihsel siireg icerisinde sosyal yapisi genis, ekonomik refah
diizeyi yiiksek ve entelektiiel faaliyetlere elverisli ilim havzalarinda sekillendi. Bu
havzalar, cesitli siyasal ve toplumsal kirilmalar neticesinde zamanla degisti. Siinni
diisiince geleneginin ana mezheplerinden biri olan Es‘arilik, 6zellikle Horasan bélgesinde
gliclii bir keldm ekolii olarak tesekkiil etti. Ancak Biiylik Selcuklu Devleti’nin yikilisi
(552/1157) sonrasinda bdlgenin istikrarsizlasmasi ve akabinde Mogol istilalari ile birlikte
bu ilim havzasi ciddi bir déniisiim gegirdi. Bu siireg, yalnizca yikici sonuglar dogurmadi.
Ayni zamanda yeni ilim havzalarinin ortaya ¢ikmasina da zemin hazirladi.

Mogollarin islam diinyasina yénelik ikinci biiyiik hareketliligi ise fran ve Irak
cografyasina ydnelen ilhanl hiikiimdar1 Hiilagii zamaninda (654-663/1256-1265)
gerceklesti. Hilldgii'niin ordusu en sonunda Bagdat’a girip Abbasi iktidarina/hilafetine
son verdi. Istila siireci Misir, Sam ve Anadolu ilim havzalarina dogru yonelisi artirmakla
beraber Mogol hakimiyetindeki iran topraklarinda Siraz, Tebriz, Meraga, Sultaniye gibi
sehirlerde tip, astronomi, matematik, felsefe ve kelam gibi bilimlerin yer aldig1 yeni bir
ilim havzasinin olusumuna neden oldu.

Bu dénemde Es‘ariligin varligini siirdiirmesi ve yeniden giic kazanmasi, yalnizca
kurumsal devamhlikla degil, aym1 zamanda degisen sosyopolitik kosullara uyum
saglayabilme kapasitesiyle de iliskilidir. Ozellikle sOfi Es‘ari Alimlerin Mogol
yoneticileriyle kurduklar iliskiler, Mogollarin islam’la tanismasini saglayip ve zamanla
“iceriden Islamlasma” olarak nitelenebilecek bir siireci tetikledi. Bu siireg, ilhanl
hiikiimdarlarinin ve biirokratlarinin islam’i benimsemeleriyle sonuglanip Es‘arilige yeni
bir zemin act1.

Entelektiiel diizlemde ise Es‘arilik, Fahreddin er-RAz1 (5. 606/1210) sonrasinda
belirginlesen bir déniisiim siirecine girmisti. Rizi'nin etkisiyle keldm, klasik savunmaci
karakterini asarak metafizik ve felsefi problemlere daha sistematik bir sekilde yoneldi. Bu
déniisiimde ibn Sina felsefesinin etkisi belirleyici oldu. Es‘ari kelamcilary, felsefl yontemi
ve kavramlari kendi disiplinlerine entegre ederek yeni bir teorik cerceve gelistirdiler. Bu
baglamda iran ilim havzasinda Siinn? keldm gelenegini temsil eden Es‘ari alimler ile Sit
kelamini déniistiiren Nasiriiddin et-Tsi ve cevresi arasinda karsilikli bir etkilesim ortaya
ciktl. Nitekim Kutbiiddin es-Sirazi (6. 710/1311) ve Omer el-Katibi (8. 675/1277) gibi
isimler, T{is'nin 8grencileri olmalarina ragmen Es‘ari gelenek iginde kaldilar, Dénemin
dnemli bilginlerinden Siraciiddin el-Urmevi (6. 682/1283), Razi ekoliine mensup bir Es‘ari

3 Erciyes Universitesi, ilahiyat Fakiiltesi, islam Mezhepleri Tarihi Anabilim Dali, https://orcid.org/0000-
0001-7381-0416, aomer87@gmail.com
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olarak Anadolu’ya intikal edip sonraki dénem Osmanh diisiincesini etkileyen bir ilmi
hattin olusmasina katki sagladi. Metafiziklesen/felsefilesen Es‘ariligin otoritelerinden
Kadi Beyzavi (8. 685/1286) ve Adudiiddin el-ict (6. 756/1355) gibi isimler ise ilhanli
ydnetiminin destegi ile iran ilim havzasinin ana aktérleri arasinda yer aldilar.

Es‘ar? diisiince gelenegi, bu dénemde metafiziklesen/felsefilesen keldm ingasini devam
ettirdi. Baslangicta nazari felsefenin muadili olarak konumlanan keldm, zamanla
felsefenin verileriyle sekil aldi, felsefe de keldmin sistematik cercevesine yakinlasti.
Mantik, tartigmasiz bir yere konumlanirken varlk ve bilgi bahisleri felsefi kavramlarla
yeniden kurgulandi. Bu doniisiim sadece epistemolojik boyutta simirli kalmayip yeni
keldm yontemlerine de kapi aralad:.

Bu bildiri, Es‘ariligin ilhanlilar dénemindeki tarihsel gelisimini, ilim havzalarinin
déniisiimii iizerinden incelemeyi amaclamaktadir. Bu cercevede, iran ilim havzasinda
Esariligin konumunu tespit etmekte ve keldmin felsefilesme siirecindeki roliinii analiz
etmektedir. Bu takibat, Es‘ariligin zaman ve mekin baglamindaki iz diistimlerini daha
berraklastiracaktir. Galismamizda, tiimevarim yéntemi esas alinip islam Mezhepleri
Tarihi yaziciiginin ana ilkeleri benimsenmis, ¢éziimlemeci/analitik bir tarih yazim
teknigi takip edilmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Esarilik, ilhanlilar, iran, ilim Havzalari, Felsefi Kelam.
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The Historical Development of the Ash‘ari Tradition During the Ilkhanid Period

Assoc. Prof. Abdullah Omer YAVUZ*

Throughout history, Islamic thought and culture took shape in centers of learning
characterized by broad social structures, high levels of economic prosperity, and
environments conducive to intellectual activity. Over time, these centers underwent
transformations due to various political and social upheavals. Ash‘arism—one of the
principal schools of Sunni thought—emerged as a robust school of kalam, particularly in
the Khurasan region. However, this scholarly hub underwent a profound transformation
following the collapse of the Great Seljuk Empire (552/1157) and the subsequent
instability and Mongol invasions that plagued the region. This period did not merely yield
destructive consequences; it also paved the way for the emergence of new centers of
learning. The second major Mongol campaign into the Islamic world occurred under the
Tlkhanid ruler Hilag (654-663/1256-1265), who directed his forces toward Iran and Iraq.
While the invasion process intensified the flow of scholars toward the intellectual hubs
of Egypt, Syria, and Anatolia, it simultaneously fostered the creation of a new scholarly
region within Mongol-controlled Iranian territories—encompassing cities such as Shiraz,
Tabriz, Maragha, and Sultaniyya—where disciplines including medicine, astronomy,
mathematics, philosophy, and theology flourished. The relationships established
between Sufl Ash‘ari scholars and Mongol rulers facilitated the Mongols' introduction to
Islam; this triggered a process that could be described as “Islamization from within,”
thereby opening a new arena for the Ash‘ari tradition. On an intellectual level, Asharism
underwent a transformation that became pronounced after Fakhr al-Din al-Razi (d.
606/1210). This transformation was represented by figures such as Qutb al-Din al-Shirazi
(d. 710/1311), ‘Umar al-Katibi (d. 675/1277), Siraj al-Din al-Urmawi (d. 682/1283), Qadi al-
Baydawi (d. 685/1286), and ‘Adud al-Din al-lji (d. 756/1355). During this period, the
Ash‘ari intellectual tradition continued the construction of kalam that had become
increasingly metaphysical or philosophical in nature. While kalam was initially
positioned as a counterpart to theoretical philosophy, it was gradually shaped by
philosophical insights, just as philosophy moved closer to the systematic framework of
kalam, Logic secured an indisputable position, and discussions regarding existence and
knowledge were reformulated using philosophical concepts. Thus, the Ilkhanid era did
not mark the end of the Ash‘ari tradition; rather, it paved the way for Ash‘ari kalam to
gain a new standing in the Iranian region through the restructuring of scholarly centers,
the scholarly community, and intellectual networks.

Keywords: Ilkhanids, Asharism, Philosophical Kalam, Iran.
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ilhanli Sarayinda Mezhepsel Dinamikler: Allime el-Hilli’nin Baglattig1 imamiyye
Es‘ariyye Polemigi

Hatice Fulya GOKDEMIR®

islam Mezhepleri Tarihinde, Hicr? VIL yiizyilin ortalarinda Abbast hilafetinin yikilmasi ve
Miisliiman olmaya baslayan Mogol idarecilerinin eliyle kurulan ilhanli Devleti’nin
bdlgeye hakim olmasi, islam diinyasindaki mezhepsel dinamiklerde énemli bir kirilma
yaratmistir. Olusan bu yeni sosyo-politik zeminde, ilhanli saray1 farkli mezheplere
mensup ulemanin ilm1 ve teolojik miinazaralarina sahne olmustur. Bu tebligde, ilhanlilar
déneminde cereyan etmis mezhepsel rekabet ve dinamiklerin miihim bir pargasi,
imamiyye-Isnaseriyye'nin 6nde gelen alimlerinden Allame el-Hilli (3. 726/1325) ve onun
ilhanli Hari Olcaytu’ya (6. 716/1316) ithaf ettigi Nehcii'l-hak ve kesfii’s-sidk adli eseri
merkeze alinarak incelenmektedir.

islam’a gecerek 6nce Siinniligi benimseyen Olcaytu Han, sarayinda $afil-Es‘arf ulema ile
Sia limlerini sik sik bir araya getirerek mezhepler arasi teolojik tartigmalara zemin
hazirlamistir. Calismada, Allime el-Hilli’'nin bu tartismalardaki rolii ve Nehcii'l-hak adl
eseri tizerinden dénemin bazi mezhepsel dinamikleri analiz edilecektir. Hill'nin séz
konusu eserde 6zellikle Es‘ariyye ekoliine yonelttigi elestiriler ve Siinni otoriteye karsi
gelistirdigi kelam? argiimanlar (hiisiin-kubuh, niibiivvet, imamet ve ismet gibi meseleler)
donemin ilmi rekabetini ve mezhepler arasi simirlarin nasil cizildigini yansitmasi
bakimindan dikkate degerdir.

Bu tebligin amaci, ilhanh sarayi kaynakli neset eden imAmiyye-Es‘ariyye polemigi
lizerinden, o doénemdeki mezhepsel dinamiklerin ulema-iktidar iliskileriyle nasil
sekillendigini tarihsel bulgular ve birincil kaynaklar is18inda ortaya koymaktir, Arastirma
neticesinde, Alldime el-Hilli'nin yiiriittigii bu polemiklerin, imamiyye'nin bdlgedeki
kurumsallasma siirecine sagladigi katki ve siyasi otoritenin bu tartismalar: bir yonetim
enstriimani olarak kullanma bi¢imi somut verilerle ortaya konulacaktir. Béylece ddnemin
siyasi otoritesinin mezhepler arasi teolojik tartigmalara yaklasimi ve ulemanin bu
dinamikler i¢indeki belirleyici konumu degerlendirilecektir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: islam Mezhepleri Tarihi, {lhanlilar, Olcaytu Han, Allime el-Hilli,
Nehcii’l-hak, imimiyye-Es‘ariyye Polemigi, Saray Miinazaralar.
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Sectarian Dynamics in the Ilkhanid Court: The Imami-Ash‘ari Polemic Initiated
by al-‘Allama al-Hilli

Hatice Fulya GOKDEMIR®

In the History of Islamic Sects, the collapse of the Abbasid Caliphate in the mid-7th
century AH and the subsequent establishment of regional dominance by the Ilkhanate—
founded by Mongol rulers who converted to Islam—constituted a critical juncture in the
sectarian dynamics of the Islamic world. Within this newly emerging socio-political
landscape, the Ilkhanid court emerged as an intellectual arena hosting scholarly and
theological debates among ‘ulama> belonging to various theological schools. Centering
upon al-‘Allama al-Hilli (d. 726/1325), one of the foremost scholars of Imami-Twelver
Shi‘ism, and his treatise Nahj al-haqq wa-kashf al-sidq, dedicated to the Ilkhanid ruler
Oljeytii Khan (d. 716/1316), this paper examines a pivotal dimension of the sectarian
rivalries and dynamics of the Ilkhanid period.

Having converted to Islam and initially embraced Sunnism, Oljeytii Khan frequently
convened Shafi‘i-Ash‘ari scholars alongside Shi‘i theologians in his court, fostering an
environment for inter-sectarian theological disputations. This study analyzes certain
sectarian dynamics of the era through al-HillT’s role in these courtly debates and his
aforementioned work, Nahj al-haqq wa-kashf al-sidq. Al-Hilli’s critiques targeting the
Ash‘ari school in this work, as well as the kalamic arguments he articulated against Sunni
authority—encompassing core theological issues such as divine attributes (uldhiyya),
eschatology (ma‘ad), rational goodness and ugliness (husn and qubh), prophethood
(nubuwwa), the imamate (imama), and infallibility (‘isma)—are particularly noteworthy
for demonstrating the scholarly competition of the era and the manner in which inter-
sectarian boundaries were demarcated.

The objective of this paper is to demonstrate, in light of historical evidence and primary
sources, how the sectarian dynamics of that period were shaped by scholar-power
relationships through the Imami-Ash‘ari polemic originating from the Ilkhanid court.
Consequently, the research sets forth concrete data regarding the contribution of al-
Hill’s polemics to the institutionalization process of Imami Shi‘ism in the region, as well
as the ways in which the political authority employed these disputations as an instrument
of governance. Ultimately, this study evaluates the approach of the period’s political
authority toward inter-sectarian theological debates alongside the decisive role played
by the ‘ulam2> within these dynamics.

Keywords: History of Islamic Sects, Ilkhanids, Oljeytii Khan, al-‘Allama al-Hilli, Nahj al-
haqg, Imami-Ash‘ari Polemic, Court Debates.

¢ Ministry of National Education, PhD Student
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7882-0293, haticeihl.43@hotmail.com


https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7882-0293
mailto:haticeihl.43@hotmail.com

iflhanl Sultani Olcaytu’nun $iilige Gegis Siirecinde Sii Ulemanin Rolii

Ars. Gér. Mehmet Ferhat ILHAN’

Olcaytu Han (8. 716/1316), ilhanli hiikiimdarlar1 icerisinde dini ve mezhebi aidiyet
bakimindan en dikkat ¢ekici déniisimleri yasayan isimlerden biri olmustur. Hayatinin ilk
dénemlerinde Budist olarak yetisen Olcaytu daha sonra Hristiyan olmus, nihayetinde ise
islamiyet {izere karar kilmistir. Ancak o Islam’a girdikten sonra da farkli gegisler yaparak
mezhebi aidiyet hususunda ¢esitli yonelimler sergilemistir. Stinnilige gectikten sonra ilk
olarak Hanefl mezhebini benimseyen Olcaytu, ilerleyen siirecte Safil mezhebine intikal
etmistir. Ardindan dénemin Hanefl ve Sifii 4limleri arasinda meydana gelen sert
miinazara ve ¢ekismeler sebebiyle Siinni gevrelere karsi mesafeli bir tutum gelistirmistir.
Bu durum s6z konusu siiregte S$it ulemanin {lhanli sarayinda daha gériiniir hale gelmesine
zemin hazirlamistir, Nitekim bu ortamdan istifade eden bazi Sii alimleri hiikiimdara
yakinlasmis ve onun Siilige yonelmesinde etkili olmuslardir. Bununla birlikte
Olcaytu’'nun Siilige karsi miisbet bir tavir almasinin yalnizca Stinni mezheplerin kendi
aralarinda yaptiklari tartismalar gibi tek bir nedene indirgemek de oldukca giictiir.
Nitekim Sultan Olcaytu’nun siyasi mesruiyet arayis1, iran cografyasindaki mezhebi yapi,
saray cevresindeki rekabetler ve devletler arasi miicadele gibi ¢ok boyutlu etkenler de
mezhep degistirme siirecinde belirleyici oldugu bilinmektedir. Dolayisiyla Olcaytu’nun
Stinnilikten $iflige yonelisinde bu gibi gerekgelerle birlikte bu calismada mesele daha ¢ok
Sit ulemann siireg tizerindeki etkisi baglaminda ele alinacaktir, Mamafih 6zellikle Seyyid
Taceddin Aveci, Seyh Hasan-1 K4si, Alldime Hilli ve Asiluddin et-Tiis? gibi Sif alimlerin
flhanli sarayindaki etkileri incelenecek béylece Olcaytu’nun Siilige gecisinin arka planina
151k tutulmasi hedeflenmektedir. Cizilen bu gerceve dahilinde ilgili dsnemi konu edinen
tarih ve tabakat eserleri basta olmak iizere klasik literatiir mukayeseli bir
degerlendirmeye tabi tutulacak ayrica arastirma ile ilgili gliniimiiz ¢alismalarinin ortaya
koydugu veriler tahlil edilecektir. Bunun yaninda hicbir diisiincenin boslukta dogmadig
geceginden hareketle Olcaytu'nun Siflige yakinlasma siirecinde alimlerin tesiri fikir-
hadise irtibat1 ¢ercevesinde degerlendirilecektir. Netice itibariyla Sultan Olcaytu’nun
Siilige yonelisinde farkli dinamiklerin etkili oldugu, 6zellikle de $ii ulemanin s5z konusu
stirecte belirleyici oldugu ortaya konulmaya calisilacaktir,

Anahtar Kelimeler: islam Mezhepleri Tarihi, ilhanllar, Olcaytu, Siilik, Sit Ulema, Mezhep
Degisimi.
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The Role of the ‘Ulama’ in Ilkhanid Sultan Oljeytii’s Conversion to Shi‘ism

Res. Asst. Mehmet Ferhat iLHAN®

The reign of Sultan Oljeytii represents the second major turning point for Imami Shi‘ism
after the Biyids in terms of its relations with political authority. Among the Ilkhanid
rulers, Oljeytii experienced remarkable transformations regarding religious and
sectarian affiliations. Raised as a Buddhist in his early life, he later converted to
Christianity, and ultimately decided upon Islam. However, even after his conversion to
Islam, he underwent further transformations and exhibited various orientations
concerning his sectarian identity. Following his conversion to Sunnism, he first adopted
the Hanafi school, then the Shafi‘i school, and subsequently transitioned to Shi‘ism. In
examining Oljeytii’s transition from Sunnism to Shi‘ism, this study will primarily address
the issue within the context of the influence exerted by the Shi‘l ‘ulama’ on the process.
Particular attention is given to the period following the appointment of Khwaja Sa‘d al-
Din Savaji as vizier, during which Shi scholars gained considerable influence at the
Ilkhanid court. In this context, figures such as Asil al-Din al-Tds, Ibn al-Mutahhar al-Hilli,
and Hasan Kashi came to the forefront. Through their scholarly activities and close
relationships established with the Sultan, these figures played a decisive role in Oljeytii’s
orientation toward Imami Shi‘ism. Furthermore, Shi‘i bureaucrats such as Amir Taramtaz
and Taj al-Din al-Awi also exercised influence over the Sultan during this period.
Nevertheless, while regulations aligned with the Imami doctrine were implemented in
the khutba, adhan, and coinage during Oljeytii’s reign, these practices encountered
severe resistance in regions with a predominantly Sunni population. Within this
framework, the study comparatively examines the principal historical and biographical
sources concerning the period alongside the relevant classical literature, while also
analysing the findings of modern scholarship. Furthermore, based on the premise that no
intellectual movement emerges in isolation, the influence of Shi‘i scholars on Oljeytii’s
conversion is evaluated through the relationship between ideas and historical events.
Consequently, the study argues that although various factors contributed to Oljeytii’s
adoption of Shi‘ism, Shi‘ scholars constituted the most decisive element in this process.

Keywords: History of Islamic Sects, Ilkhanids, Oljeytii, Shi‘ism, Shi‘i ‘Ulama>, Sectarian
Conversion.
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Safevi Devletinin Tesekkiiliinde Mesruiyet Arayisi ve Temel Krizler

Dog. Dr. Mehmet CELENK®

Safevi Devleti 1501 yilinda Sah Ismail dnderligindeki Kizilbas/Tiirkmen oymaklarinin
ittifakiyla Tebriz’de kurulmustur. Safevilerin cabalariyla s(ifi gelenekten gelen bir
hareketin bslgesel bir imparatorluga déniisiimii, iran devlet geleneginin yeniden ihyasi,
fran’mn kadim imparatorluk sinirlarina, bilyiik oranda, ulasmasi ve Siinnilikten Siilige
gecis bolgedeki dengeleri tiimden degistirmistir. Safeviler kurulusundan itibaren $iiligi
devletin kurucu ilkesi olarak kabul etmislerdir. Safevi hanedaninin Siinni devletlerle olan
iliskisinden hasil olan sancili ge¢mis, psikolojik travmalar, hanedan tiyelerinin maruz
kaldig1 sliimler ve Safevi dergdhi biinyesinde yasanan dini/siyasi doniisiim Siinniligin
Safeviler agisindan bir ideoloji ve devlet isletim sistemi olarak kabul edilmesini imkansiz
hale getirmistir. Safevi Devletinin Akkoyunlu cografyasinda tesis ettigi 12 imam Siiligine
dayali yeni devlet basta Sirvangsahlar ve Seybaniler gibi Siinnf agirlikh miicavir alanlarda
ciddi bir krize ve beka sorununa déniismiistiir. Safevilerin Siiligi hakimiyet alanlarinda
yegine dinf form ve mezhebe déniistiirme cabalar1 onlar1 yerlesik niifus ve bélgedeki
diger Stinni toplumlarla kars1 karsiya getirmis, bu da tabiatiyla krizi daha da girift ve
sancili hale getirmistir.

Devletin siirekliligi ve istikrar1 igin iki cephede miicadele vermek zorunda kalan Safeviler
Sit/imami temelli yeni devlet programi ve ajandalari sebebiyle Osmanli, Sirvansahlar ve
Seybaniler ile yogun bir politik ve askeri miicadeleye girismislerdir. Safeviler bu politik
ve askeri miicadelede, Osmanli harig, bolgedeki biitiin rakip giicleri yenmis ve tasfiye
etmislerdir. Safevi siyasetinin miicadele verdigi ikinci cephe ise iran cografyasinda
yiiriittiikleri dini/kiilttirel ajanda etrafinda odaklanmistir. Bu cercevede Safeviler hem
siyasi hakimiyetlerini pekistirip istikrar saglamak hem de hanedanlarinin yerli
topluluklar tarafindan kabuliinii kolaylastirmak i¢in bir dizi mekanizmaya miiracaat
etmislerdir. Bu ¢alisma, Akkoyunlu sarayiyla olan akrabalik iliskileri, Safevi dergahinin
miirsitleri olarak sahip olduklari dinf otorite/karizma, neseplerini Ehli Beyt’e nispet etme
cabasi ve Iran kiiltiiriiniin binlerce yillik tecriibeyle insa ettigi kadim krallik teorisi
baglaminda, Safevi devletinin tesekkiiliindeki mesruiyet arayislarini ve bunun dogurdugu
krizleri ele almaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimler: islam Mezhepleri Tarihi, Safevi Devleti, Siilik, Mesruiyet.
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The Search for Legitimacy and Fundamental Crises in the Formation of the
Safavid State

Assoc. Prof. Mehmet CELENK!?

The Safavid State was established in Tabriz in 1501 through the alliance of the
Qizilbash/Turkmen tribes under the leadership of Shah Isma‘il. Through the efforts of the
Safavids, the transformation of a movement rooted in the Safi tradition into a regional
empire, the revival of the Iranian state tradition, the expansion of Iranian rule to cover,
to a large extent, the territories of ancient Iranian empires, and the transition from
Sunnism to Shi‘ism fundamentally altered the balance of power in the region. From the
establishment of the state onward, the Safavids adopted Shi‘ism as the founding principle
of the state. The painful history resulting from the Safavid dynasty’s relations with Sunni
states, the psychological traumas arising from these experiences, the deaths suffered by
members of the dynasty, and the religious and political transformations within the
Safavid order made it impossible for Sunnism to be adopted by the Safavids as an ideology
and a system of state governance. The new state established by the Safavids in the former
Aq Qoyunlu territories on the basis of Twelver Shi‘ism soon became a serious source of
crisis and an existential challenge, particularly in predominantly Sunni neighboring
regions such as those ruled by the Shirvanshahs and the Shaybanids. The Safavids’ efforts
to make Shi‘ism the sole religious and sectarian form within their sphere of dominance
brought them into conflict with the settled population and other Sunni communities in
the region, which inevitably made the crisis more complex and painful.

To ensure the continuity and stability of the state, the Safavids were compelled to fight
on two fronts. Owing to their new state program and agenda based on Shi‘i/Imami
foundations, they engaged in intense political and military struggles with the Ottomans,
the Shirvanshahs, and the Shaybanids. In these struggles, the Safavids defeated and
eliminated all rival regional powers except the Ottomans. The second front of Safavid
policy focused on the religious and cultural agenda they pursued across Iran. In this
context, the Safavids resorted to a series of mechanisms both to consolidate their political
authority and ensure stability and to facilitate the acceptance of their dynasty by local
communities. This study examines the Safavid state’s search for legitimacy and the crises
that emerged in the course of its formation, focusing on the Safavids’ kinship ties with
the Aq Qoyunlu court, the religious authority and charisma they possessed as the spiritual
guides (murshids) of the Safavid order, their efforts to trace their lineage to the Ahl al-Bayt,
and the ancient theory of kingship shaped by millennia of Iranian cultural experience.

Keywords: History of Islamic Sects, Safavid State, Shi‘ism, Legitimacy.
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Tarikattan Seriata Tekkeden Saraya Erdebil Tekkesinin Siyasi ve Mezhebi
Doniisiimii

Prof. Dr. Ahmet TASGIN!!

Bu ¢alisma, Erdebil Tekkesinin ortaya cikisi, faaliyetleri ve etki alaru ile siyasi ve mezhebi
déniistimiine dikkat cekmektedir. Calisgmanin bu sekilde kurgulanmasinin nedeni ise
konuyla ilgili literatiiriin, Safevilerin tekke mensubu olduklarina isaret etmekle birlikte,
tekkenin déniisiimiiniin nasil gerceklestigi hakkinda bilgi vermemesi, hatta bu konuyu
kolayca gecistirmesidir. 1lgili literatiiriin ilgisini ceken, hatta arastirmacilari
heyecanlandiran husus, Safevileri agirlikli olarak siyasi, asker? ve itikadi bir hareket
seklinde ele almalaridir, Acaba Erdebil Tekkesi, bir tekkeden siyasi ve itikadi bir harekete
nasil déniismiistiir? ikinci olarak, bu degisim siirecinde kendi icerisinde nasil bir gerilim
yasamistir? ilgili literatiirde yeterince dikkate alinmayan ve cevaplari ¢ogunlukla
tistiinkorii verilen bu iki soru, hilen giincelligini korumaktadir. Oysa Erdebil tekkesi,
tekke ve medrese olarak varhigim uzun siire devam ettirmistir. Sonug olarak Erdebil
Tekkesi, Zahid-i Geylani’den itibaren benimsedigi fiitiivvet esasi ile bu esasa uygun usul
ve erkdn bakimindan, Seyh Ciineyt, Seyh Haydar ve Seyh ismail dénemlerinde
siyasallasarak 6nemli bir déniisiim gecirmistir.

Erdebil Tekkesinden siyasi, askeri ve itikadi bir hareket ortaya ¢ikaran talep ve iradenin
izini siirmeye imkan verecek kaynaklar yok denecek kadar azdir. Ancak kaynaklarin
azligindan daha etkili olan husus, konuya hangi diizlemden bakildig1 ve arastirmanin
hangi cercevede yiiriitiildiigiidiir. Kaynaklarin ve mevcut bilgilerin sinirliligina ragmen,
yukaridaki sorularin izinden gidilerek kirllma noktalari yeterince ele alinmamaktadir. Bu
durum, eldeki kaynak ve bilgilerin azligiyla birlesince tekkenin degisim ve déniisiimiine
iliskin aragtirmalar1 ileriye tasiyacak degerlendirmeler yapilamamaktadir,

Erdebil Tekkesi'nin siyas’, itikadi ve askerd faaliyete baslamasi Seyh ibrahim’in vefatindan
sonradir. Onun vefatindan sonra oglu Ciineyt heniiz kiigiik yasta oldugu icin yerine
kardesi Seyh Cafer posta oturmustur. Fakat Ciineyt’in biiyiidiikten sonra posta oturma
hakkinin kendisinde oldugunu dillendirmesi, tekkede ayrisma ve huzursuzluk meydana
getirmistir. Nihayetinde amcasi Seyh Cafer’in; Karakoyunlu hiikiimdar1 Cihan Sah’in
yardimiyla Ciineyt’i Erdebil’den uzaklastirmasi, Tekke’de iki ayr1 edeb ve erkénla temsil
edilmeye baglamistir, Seyh Ciineyt, Erdebil’den sonra Osmanli, Karamanli ve Meml{klu
ve Akkoyunlu sahalarinda siirdiirdiigii siyasi ve askeri faaliyetlerinde etkili olmak igin
tekkenin adindan yararlanmustir, Ciineyt gittigi her yerde “Yénetime peygamberin evladi
mu layik yoksa sahabesi mi?” seklinde bir tartisma baslatmistir, Bu tartigma konusu, onun
siyasi talebinin mesru zemini olmus ve Erdebil Tekkesinin s{ifi mirasiru siyasi-itikadi
catisma alanina ¢ekmistir. Ciineyt, Erdebil Tekkesi’'nin dogal baglantilarini kullanarak
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baglattigi tartismay1 yaygin hale getirmis ve c¢ok sayida topluluga ulasma imkiam
bulmustur. Bu topluluklarin bir kismindan olusturdugu silahli grupla askeri bir
yapilanmaya girismis ve bircok savasa girerek tecriibe kazanmistir. Ciineyd, yaptigt
savaglardan birisinde Sldirtlmistiir. Kendisinden sonra oglu Seyh Haydar babasinin
askeri faaliyetlerini siirdiirmiis ve onun iddiasin1 daha da miisahhas hale getirmistir. ilk
olarak Tekkeyle 6zdeslesen tacin dilimleri ile rengini degistirmistir. Haydar da savas
meydaninda éldiiriilmiistiir. Nihayet Seyh Haydar'in oglu Sah ismail tekkenin usul ve
erkinini degistirerek dzellikle zikir-meydan icin yeni bir erkdn kurmustur. Sah Ismail de
askeri ve fikri olarak atalarinin yolundan gitmistir.

Sonug olarak Erdebil Tekkesi, siyasi, asker? ve itikadi olarak baslattigi miicadelesini
devletlestirmistir. Devletlesme siirecine kadar bu miicadele tekkenin kazanimlar:
lizerinden yiiriitiilmiis ve yeni siire¢ icin gerekli mesru zeminin hazirhigina ihtiyag
duyulmustur. Yeni kurulan devlette ihtiyag duyulan keldmi ve fikhi mesruiyet; Amil,
Amul ve Bahreyn’den gelen mollalarla giderilmeye calisilmistir. Bu mollalarin ¢aba ve
gayretleri ile birlikte Erdebil tekkesine ait esintiler de kamusal alanin digina itilmistir.
Boylece Gteden beri halifeler, tekkeler ve cok genis cografyadaki irtibat noktalariyla genis
bir alanda etki sahip olan Erdebil Tekkesi yeni bir yapilanma siirecine girmistir. Neticede
tekkenin geleneksel yapisi degismis ve yeni baglanti noktalar1 da doniismiistiir. Siyasi
sinirlar icerisinde bulunan topluluklar, keldm, fikih ve usul itibariyla tekkeyle ilintisini
tamamen koparmistir, Bu durum giiniimiize kadar devam edegelen Siilesmeye gegisi
kolaylastirmustr.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Safevi, Erdebil Tekkesi, Sia, Sah ismail.
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From Tariqa to Shari‘a, from the Stfi Lodge to the Palace: The Political and
Sectarian Transformation of the Ardabil Safi Lodge

Prof. Ahmet TASGIN'2

This study focuses on the emergence, activities, and sphere of influence of the Ardabil
Sufi Lodge, as well as its political and sectarian transformation. The study has been
structured in this way because, although the relevant literature points to the Safavids’
origins as members of a Stfi lodge, it provides little information about how the lodge
underwent this transformation and often passes over the issue rather quickly. What has
primarily attracted the attention—and even aroused the enthusiasm—of researchers is
the treatment of the Safavids mainly as a political, military, and doctrinal movement.
How, then, did the Ardabil Safi Lodge transform from a SGfi lodge into a political and
doctrinal movement? Second, what kind of internal tensions did it experience during this
process of change? These two questions, which have not received sufficient attention in
the relevant literature and have generally been answered only superficially, remain
pertinent today. The Ardabil Sufi Lodge, however, continued to exist for a considerable
period both as a Sifi lodge and as a madrasa. Ultimately, the lodge underwent a major
transformation during the periods of Shaykh Junayd, Shaykh Haydar, and Shaykh Ismacil.
Through its increasing politicization, the principle of futuwwa that it had embraced since
the time of Zahid Gilani, together with the methods and ritual practices based on that
principle, was transformed.

The sources that would enable us to trace the aspirations and agency that turned the
Ardabil SGfi Lodge into a political, military, and doctrinal movement are exceedingly
scarce. More decisive than the scarcity of sources, however, has been the perspective
from which the subject has been approached and the framework within which research
has been conducted. Despite the limited number of sources and the scarcity of available
information, the turning points in this transformation have not been adequately
examined by pursuing the questions raised above. When this situation is combined with
the paucity of sources and information, it becomes difficult to produce assessments
capable of advancing research into the transformation of the lodge.

The Ardabil Safi Lodge began to engage in political, doctrinal, and military activities
following the death of Shaykh Ibrahim. Since his son Junayd was still very young at the
time, Ibrahim’s brother, Shaykh Ja‘far, succeeded him as the head of the lodge. Once
Junayd came of age, however, he asserted that the right to occupy the spiritual seat
belonged to him, creating division and unrest within the lodge. Eventually, with the
assistance of the Qara Qoyunlu ruler Jahan Shah, Junayd’s uncle Shaykh Ja‘far expelled
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him from Ardabil. As a result, the lodge came to be represented by two distinct traditions
of conduct and ritual practice.

After leaving Ardabil, Shaykh Junayd invoked the name and prestige of the lodge in an
effort to strengthen the political and military activities he pursued across the Ottoman,
Karamanid, Mamluk, and Aq Qoyunlu territories. Wherever he went, Junayd initiated a
debate framed by the question: “Who is more entitled to rule: the descendants of the
Prophet or his Companions?” This question provided a legitimate basis for his political
claims and drew the Stfi heritage of the Ardabil Lodge into a sphere of political and
doctrinal conflict. By making use of the lodge’s existing networks, Junayd disseminated
this debate widely and reached numerous communities. He formed an armed group from
among some of these communities, embarked upon a process of military organization,
and gained experience by participating in numerous battles. Junayd was killed in one of
these battles. Following his death, his son Shaykh Haydar continued his father’s military
activities and gave more concrete form to his claims, He first altered the number of
sections and the color of the distinctive headgear associated with the lodge. Haydar, too,
was killed on the battlefield. Finally, Shaykh Haydar’s son Shah Isma‘il modified the
principles and ritual practices of the lodge, establishing a new set of rituals particularly
for the dhikr assembly. Shah Isma‘l likewise followed the path of his ancestors both
militarily and intellectually.

In conclusion, the Ardabil Lodge transformed the political, military, and doctrinal
struggle it had initiated into a state-building project. Until the process of state formation,
this struggle was pursued through the resources and achievements of the lodge, while
efforts were made to establish the legitimacy necessary for the new political order. The
theological and juridical legitimacy required by the newly established state was sought
through scholars (mullas) arriving from ‘Amil, Amul, and Bahrain. Alongside the efforts
of these scholars, elements associated with the Ardabil Lodge were gradually pushed out
of the public sphere. Thus, the Ardabil Lodge, which had long exercised influence across
a vast geographical area through its khalifas, lodges, and extensive network of
connections, entered a new phase of institutional restructuring, As a result, the lodge’s
traditional structure changed, and its network of connections was likewise transformed.
Communities within the newly established political boundaries gradually severed their
ties with the lodge in terms of theology (kalam), jurisprudence (figh), and legal
methodology (usiil). This development facilitated the transition toward the process of
Shi‘ization that has continued to the present day.

Keywords: Safavid, Ardabil Lodge, Shia, Shah Ismail.



Hizistan’in islam Oncesi Dini Miras1 Baglaminda islam Mezhepleri Tarihindeki
Konumu

Dr. Ogr. Uyesi Nuran UCOK"

Bugiin fran’in giineybatisinda bir eyalet olan Hiizistan bslgesi, islam’in ilk mezhepleri ve
onlarin tarih sahnesine cikis siireclerinde birden fazla mezhep baglaminda ismine
rastladigimiz bir cografyadir. Bu bdlge, esasinda bu mezheplerin higbirinin dogdugu
cografya olarak karsimiza cikmamakta, ancak her biri icin kritik denebilecek noktalarda
ya da isimlerle birlikte yeniden giindeme gelmektedir, Haricllik tarihinin heniiz ilk
asamasinda Nafi‘b. Ezrak (6. 65/685), Abdullah b. Ziibeyr (6. 73/692) hareketinin ardindan
Basra'y1 terk ederek buraya gelmis ve kendi kitlesi ile birlikte iktidara karsi miicadelesini
burada yliriitmiistiir. Zenc isyanlar siirecinde en fazla hasar alan bélgelerin basinda
burasi gelmektedir., Meshur Mu‘tezill baba ve ogul Ciibbiiler, Hiizistan bélgesinde
bulunan Cubbi kékenlidir. Sii rical literatiiriinde, Hlizistan sinirlari i¢inde yer alan Ahvaz,
Askerimiikrem gibi sehirlerle iliskilendirilen énemli isimler bulunmaktadir. Bunlarin
yaninda Fatim? dafsi Miieyyed-Fiddin es-Sirazi'nin (6. 470/1078) ve Hasan Sabbah'in (6.
518/1124) faaliyetleri, Ismaililigin bdlgede yayilmasim saglamistir. Yine bélgede Siinnt
firkalarin varhgina isaret eden pek cok kaynak bulunmaktadir. Bugiin ise niifusunun
cogunlugu $it'dir.

islam ile tanigsma asamasinda ve tanistiktan sonra oldukca hareketli bir cografya izlemini
veren Hiizistan'in dini ve kiiltiirel zenginligi, esasinda ¢ok daha uzun zaman &ncesine
dayanmaktadir. ilgili bélgedeki medeniyet tarihi MO. 3000’lere kadar uzanmaktadir.
Bugiinkii iran topraklarinda sehir medeniyetinin ilk izlerini gérebilecegimiz uygarlik
Elam’dir. Bu kralligin izlerini barindiran Susa antik sehri, Coga Zenbil Ziggurati gibi tarihi
kalintilar, bslgeyi medeniyet tarihi agisindan son derece degerli hale getirmektedir.
Dahasi Elamlardan topraklarini Miisliiman Araplara karsi kaybeden Sasanilere kadar cok
sayida medeniyet, boélgede c¢esitli zamanlarda hiikiim siirmiistiir. Kuskusuz bu
medeniyetler, ¢ok tanrili yerel inanislardan Zerdiistilige, Yahudilikten Hristiyanliga
kadar cesitli inanglarin bslgede makes bulmasini saglamistir.

Bu ¢alisma, Hiizistan'in Islam mezhepleri tarihindeki konumunu bélgenin uzun siireli
medeniyet ve inang gecmisiyle birlikte degerlendirmeyi amaclamaktadir. Hiizistan'in
kendi tarihini ve Islam &ncesi inaniglarim tanimak, onlari islam mezhepleriyle
iliskilendirebilecek yeni baglamlar saglayacaktir. Bu nedenle galismada Hiizistan bélgesi,
Islam &ncesinde benimsedi§i inanclar ve erken dénem islam mezhepleri &zelinde
incelenmistir. Calismada Islam &ncesinden sonrasina uzanan siireg, disiplinler arasi bir
yaklasimla ve tarihte siireklilik-degisim iliskisi dikkate alinarak sorgulanmistir. islam
oncesi ve Islam’mn ilk asri i¢in Guidi/Huzistan Kronigi, Avesta gibi kaynaklara ve iran
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tarihine yénelik calismalara; islam sonrasi icin ise Miisliiman cografyacilarin eserlerine,
makalat tiirii eserlere ve rical/tabakat tiirii kitaplara bagvurulmustur.

Anahtar Kelimeler: H{izistan, Ahvaz, Askerimiikrem, Elam, Zerdiistilik, islam, Siflik.
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Khiizistan’s Place in the History of Islamic Sects in the Context of Its Pre-Islamic
Religious Heritage

Asst. Prof. Nuran UCOK"

Today, Khiizistan, a province in southwestern Iran, is a region whose name appears in
connection with several of the earliest Islamic sects and their emergence onto the
historical scene. Rather than being a center in which these sects originated, however, the
region stands out as a significant arena in which critical developments in the history of
early Islamic sectarianism took place. Its importance in the history of Islamic sects is
reflected in a number of developments: in the early history of Kharijism, Nafi¢ b. al-Azraq
(d. 65/685) left Basra following the movement of ‘Abd Allah b. al-Zubayr and came to
Khizistan, where he continued his activities; the region was severely affected by the Zanj
rebellions; the Mu‘tazilite al-Jubba’is originated from Jubba in Khiizistan; and, from the
second and third Islamic centuries onward, individuals and groups associated with the
three major branches of Shi‘ism were active in the region. Sources also point to the
presence of Sunni sects. Today, the majority of the population is Shi‘.

The religious and cultural significance of Khiizistan, however, extends far beyond the
Islamic period. The region’s settled civilizational history can be traced back to the third
millennium BCE, while Susa and Chogha Zanbil preserve significant remains of the
Elamite civilization (approximately third to sixth centuries BCE). Following the Elamite
religious tradition, Iranian religious elements became part of the region’s historical
fabric, although their relationship with Zoroastrianism should not be understood as a
linear process of transformation. While the presence of Iranian religious traditions is
attested during the Median period (approximately seventh-sixth centuries BCE), this
period cannot be directly identified with either “Mazdaism” or an institutionalized form
of Zoroastrianism. Under the Achaemenids (approximately 550-330 BCE), a royal ideology
centered on Ahura Mazda became increasingly prominent, although diverse religious
traditions continued to exist within the empire. Following the conquests of Alexander the
Great in the 330s BCE, interaction between Hellenistic and Iranian elements continued
under Seleucid (312-63 BCE) and Parthian rule (approximately 247 BCE-224 CE). During
the Sasanian period (224-651 CE), Zoroastrianism became institutionalized within a
powerful state and priestly structure. Mani, regarded as the founder of Manichaeism
(third century CE), visited the Susa region and addressed letters to his followers there.
The Mazdakite movement, meanwhile, was particularly influential during the reign of
Kavad I (488-531 CE). The association of Mazdak with Susiana makes Khiizistan a region
that also deserves consideration in relation to this movement.
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Although evidence for the presence of Jews in the Iranian lands is limited, the origins of
Jewish settlements in Mesopotamia can be traced to the Assyrian and Babylonian
deportations of the eighth and sixth centuries BCE, while smaller communities in western
Iran can be identified in later periods. Christian communities were present in the region
by the third century CE, and organized Christian communities continued to exist in Susa
during the early Sasanian period. Evidence for the Christian presence in Susa is further
attested by the mention of the bishopric of Susa at the Council of Ctesiphon held in 410
CE. The seventh-century Syriac Khuzistan Chronicle is likewise an important testimony
to the Syriac Christian milieu of the region during the late Sasanian and early Islamic
periods.

This study aims to examine Khiizistan’s place in the history of Islamic sects in conjunction
with the region’s long-term civilizational and religious history. Familiarity with
Khozistan’s own history and its pre-Islamic beliefs may provide new contexts for
exploring their possible relationship with Islamic sectarian traditions. The study
examines the historical process extending from the pre-Islamic to the Islamic periods in
terms of the beliefs adopted in Khiizistan, drawing on the methodological approaches of
the History of Islamic Sects while also employing an interdisciplinary perspective and
taking the relationship between continuity and change in history into consideration. For
the pre-Islamic period and the first Islamic century, the study draws on sources such as
Herodotus’s Histories, the Avesta, and the Khuzistan Chronicle associated with Guidi, as
well as works on Iranian history, particularly the Cambridge History of Iran. For the post-
Islamic period, geographical and heresiographical works are also consulted. The study
concludes that the religious and cultural diversity inherited by Khizistan from the pre-
Islamic period may have contributed to the region’s dynamic religious and intellectual
landscape during the first centuries of Islam.

Keywords: Khiizistan, Susa, Elam, Judaism, Zoroastrianism, Christianity, Islamic Sects.



Biiveyhilerin Sii Siyasetinin $ii Ritiiellerinin Olusumuna Etkileri

Dog. Dr. Fatih TOPALOGLU*S

Abbast hilafetinin siyasi otoritesinin zayifladig1 ve Sii hanedanlarin yiikselise gectigi bir
dénemde Bagdat merkezli olarak Irak cografyasinda hiikiim siiren Biiveyhiler (934-1055),
Siiligin teolojik gelisiminin yani sira sosyo-kiiltiirel bir kimlik olarak kurumsallasmasinda
onemli rol oynamus bir hanedan devletidir. Biiveyhi emirlerinden Muizziiddevle'nin, fiili
baslangici Tevvabin Hareketi'ne kadar geri giden Kerbeld Matemini, Bagdat'ta 352/963
yilinda Hz. Hiiseyin'in Kerbeld'da sehit edilisini anmak tizere umumi matem ilan ederek
resmilestirmesi, matemin Sii halk dindarliginin en dnemli geleneklerinden biri olarak
kurumsallasmasi yolunda tarihi bir déniim noktas olmustur.

Bu tarihten itibaren Muharrem ayinin ilk on giiniinde kadin olsun erkek olsun halkin
siyahlar giyerek dolasmasi, carsilarin kapatilmasi, taziye meclislerinin kurulmasi ve
sokaklarda agitlar esliginde yiiriiyiisler yapilmas: seklindeki uygulamalar, Sif kimliginin
kamusal alanda etkinligini artirmistir. Biiveyhiler déneminde Necef ile Kerbela gibi kutsal
mekanlarin imar edilmesi ve tlirbelerin ziyaret kiiltiiriiniin bir parcasi haline getirilmesi,
matem tdrenlerinin siirekliliginin saglanmas1 Sii mezhebi geleneginin tesekkiiliine
onemli katkida bulunmustur. Bu agilardan devlet/siyaset ve din/mezhep iliskileri
baglaminda Biiveyhilerin bu dénemde Sia 6zelinde uyguladiklar: politikalarin Sit mezhebi
gelenegi lizerinde ne gibi etkileri oldugu konusunun arastirilmasi 6nem arz etmektedir.

Bu sebeple bildirinin temel amaci, Biiveyhilerin Sia yanlisi siyasetinin, Kerbeld matemini
bireysel veya yerel bir yas téreninden kolektif ve kamusal bir ritiiele doniistiirmesi gibi
Sii mezhebi geleneginin olusmasindaki etkileri, Biiveyhi devlet aklimin toplumsal
mubhalefeti nasil dini bir kurumsallasmaya kanalize ettigi ve bu mirasin giiniimiiz $i
ritiiellerinin temellerine nasil kaynaklik ettigi tartismaktir. Ayrica Devlet eliyle
desteklenen bu tdrenler ve etrafinda gelisen ritiiellerin sadece dini bir vecibe olarak
kalmayip mezhebi kimligin insasinda nasil merkezi bir konuma yerlestigi ve aym
zamanda Abbasi otoritesine karsi gelistirilen bir mesruiyet araci ve siyasi sembolizme
doniistiigii tizerinde durulacaktir.

Bildirinin hazirlanmasinda nitel arastirma yontemi kullanilacak, literatiir taramasiyla
Biiveyhilerin $if politikasinin S$ia mezhebi gelenegine etkileri analiz edilecektir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Biiveyhiler, Muizziiddevle, Sia, Sif, Kerbela, Matem, As(ira, Bagdat.
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The Impact of the Biiyids’ Shi‘i Policy on the Formation of Shi‘i Rituals

Assoc. Prof. Fatih TOPALOGLU®®

The Bilyids (934-1055), a dynastic state ruling the region of Iraq from a Baghdad base
during a period when the political authority of the Abbasid Caliphate was waning and
Shi‘i dynasties were on the rise, played a pivotal role not only in the theological
development of Shi‘ism but also in its institutionalization as a socio-cultural identity. A
historic turning point in the institutionalization of the Karbala> mourning rituals, which
had their practical origins as far back as the Tawwabin Movement, occurred when the
Biyid Amir Mu‘izz al-Dawla officially proclaimed a public period of mourning in Baghdad
in 352/963 to commemorate the martyrdom of Husayn at Karbala’.

From that time onward, practices such as the public wearing of black attire by both men
and women during the first ten days of Muharram, the closure of marketplaces, the
organization of condolence gatherings, and street processions accompanied by laments
served to heighten the visibility and impact of Shi‘ identity within the public sphere.
During the Biyid era, the development of holy sites like Najaf and Karbal2’, the
integration of shrine visitation into the culture, and the ensuring of the continuity of
mourning ceremonies all contributed significantly to the formation of the Shi‘i sectarian
tradition. In this context, it is important to investigate the specific effects that the policies
implemented by the Biyids—particularly regarding the Shi‘a—had on the Shii sectarian
tradition, especially concerning the interplay between state/politics and religion/sect.

Therefore, the primary objective of this paper is to discuss the impact of the Bayids’ pro-
Shii policies on the formation of the Shi‘i sectarian tradition—specifically the
transformation of the Karbala> mourning observance from an individual or local act of
grief into a collective, public ritual—as well as how the Biiyid state apparatus channeled
social opposition into religious institutionalization and how this legacy laid the
foundations for contemporary Shi4 rituals. Furthermore, the study will examine how
these state-supported ceremonies and their associated rituals transcended mere religious
obligation to become central to the construction of a sectarian identity, while
simultaneously serving as a vehicle for legitimacy and a form of political symbolism
directed against Abbasid authority.

A qualitative research methodology will be employed in the preparation of this paper,
and a literature review will be conducted to analyze the influence of the Bayids’ Shi‘

policy on the Shi‘ sectarian tradition.

Keywords: Bllyids, Mu‘izz al-Dawla, Shi‘a, Shi‘i, Mourning, ‘Ashiira’, Baghdad.
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Asira Merasimlerine Yeni Bir Bakis: imam Hiiseyin’in ve Diger Kerbela
Kahramanlarinin Matemlerdeki Rolii Uzerine Bir Degerlendirme

Dr. Ars. Gor. Zeynep Sena KAYNAMAZOGLUY

Kerbela vakas asirlar boyunca Islam toplumlarinin ortak belleginden silinmemis ve nice
toplumsal ve siyasi hareketi tetiklemistir. it halk dindarhiginin kurucu unsurlarindan biri
de Kerbeld vakasimin ardindan tutulan matem merasimleridir. Kerbeld vakasinin
hatirasim canli tutan ve $it grup kimliginin olusmasina dnemli Slgiide katki saglayan bu
matemler asirlardir biinyesine yeni unsurlar da dahil ederek var olmaya devam etmistir.

Akademik caligmalar Kerbeld vakasinin Sia’'min kaderine olan etkisine dayanarak, Hz.
Hiseyin'i Sit halk dindarhigini sekillendiren yegine insan olarak tanimlama
egilimindedir. Kerbeld vakasi konu alindiginda, yalnizca Hiiseyin'in 5limi ve kendisi
etrafinda sekillenen inanglar incelenmektedir. Halbuki bu yaklasim diger Ehl-i beyt
tiyelerinin Kerbeld’da oynadigi roliin halk dindarligindaki tezahiirlerinin géz ardi
edilmesine sebep olmustur. Kerbeld'da imam Hiiseyin’in kardesleri, cocuklari, yegenleri
ve askerleri basta olmak {izere birgok kisi miicadele etmis ve sehit olmustur. Bu kisilerin
mazlumiyetleri ve imam’a olan bagliliklar1 Kerbela anlatisinin ve hafizasinin ayrilmaz bir
parcasini olusturmaktadir. Bu bakimdan Ebu’l-fezl'siz, Ali Asgar’siz veya Zeynep’siz bir $ii
halk dindarligindan bahsetmek miimkiin degildir.

Bu calisma, giiniimiiz fran’inda Muharrem ayinin ilk on giinii icra edilen matemleri
tematik olarak ele almakta ve matemlerde okunan nevha (ndhe) drneklerini inceleyerek
Kerbel&'nin Hiiseyin disindaki kahramanlarmimn matem merasimlerindeki roliinii
tartismaktadir, Makale, Hiiseyin'in hem Kerbeld sehidi hem de diger sehitlerinin
matemini kabul eden taziye sahibi olarak iki yonlii bir kimlige sahip olusuna dikkat
cekmekte ve Muharrem merasimlerine yeni bir bakis 6nermektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: iran, Siilik, Kerbel, Ritiiel, Matem.
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Rethinking the Ashiira Rituals: An Assessment of the Role of Imam Husayn and
Other Heroes of Karbala in Mourning Ceremonies

Res. Asst. Dr. Zeynep Sena KAYNAMAZOGLU

The Karbala event has remained firmly embedded in the collective memory of Muslim
societies for centuries and has triggered numerous social and political movements. One
of the constitutive elements of Shi‘i popular religiosity is the mourning rituals held for
the martyrs of Karbala. These mourning rituals, which have kept the memory of Karbala
alive and contributed significantly to the formation of Shi‘i group identity, have
continued to exist for centuries, incorporating new elements over time.

Academic studies have tended to portray Husayn as the sole figure who shaped Shi‘i
popular religiosity, largely on the basis of the impact of the Ashiira on the course of
Shi‘ism. When Karbala is addressed, scholarly attention is generally focused exclusively
on the death of Husayn and the beliefs that developed around him. Yet this approach has
led to the neglect of the ways in which the roles played by other members of the Ahl al-
Bayt at Karbala have been manifested in popular religiosity. At Karbala, many individuals-
most notably Imam Husayn’s brothers, children, nephews, and companions-fought,
suffered, and were martyred. Their suffering and their devotion to the Imam constitute
an inseparable part of the Karbala narrative and its collective memory. In this respect, it
is impossible to speak of Shi‘i popular religiosity without Abi al-Fadl al-‘Abbas b. ‘Ali b.
Abi Talib (d. 61/680), ‘Ali al-Akbar b. al-Husayn b. ‘Ali (d. 61/680), ‘Ali al-Asghar b. al-
Husayn b. ‘Ali (d. 61/680), Zaynab bint ‘Ali b. Abi Talib (d. 62/682 [?]), or many others.

This study examines thematically the mourning rituals performed during the first ten
days of the month of Muharram in contemporary Iran and, through an analysis of
examples of nawha recited during these rituals, discusses the role of the heroes of Karbala
in mourning practices. The article highlights Husayn’s twofold role as both the deceased
at the center of the mourning and the recipient of condolences for many other martyrs.

Keywords: Iran, Shi‘ism, Karbal3, Ritual, Mourning.
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Kagar Nasiriiddin Sah ve Kamusal Alanda Dini Merasimlerin Diizenlenmesi:
iktidarin Halka Yakin Bir Yiiziinii Sunmanin Yeni Bir Yéntemi

Dog. Dr. Mehdi FARAJI*®

Nasiriiddin Sah Kagar dénemine kadar fran’daki yonetim bigimi, geleneksel karakterini
korumus ve hiikiimdar-tebaa modeli cercevesinde sekillenmistir. Bu ydnetim
anlayisinda, iktidar kurumu ile toplum arasinda karsilikli hak ve yiikiimliiliiklere dayanan
bir toplumsal sdzlesme tesekkiil etmemisti. Bu ¢ercevede, hiikiimdarlar halkin iktidara
katilimina herhangi bir hak tanimamakta ve halkin rizasini elde etmeye yonelik bir
yiikiimliilikk de tasimamaktaydilar. Ancak modern Avrupa’daki déniisiimlerin ardindan,
diinya genelinde yeni yonetim modelleriyle tanisilmistir. Nisiriiddin Sah Kagar
déneminden itibaren franlilar da yénetimin islevselligine dair ortaya ¢ikan yetersizliklere
tepki olarak ve Avrupa kokenli yeni kavramlarla tanigmanin etkisiyle, otoriter yonetim
bicimini elestirmeye baslamis; hukuk temelli bir idarenin tesis edilmesi gerekliligini ve
halkin katilimi ile rizasinin gézetilmesinin zorunlulugunu vurgulamislardir. Buna karsilik
Nésiriiddin Sah Kagar, yeni bir siyaset tarzi benimseyerek saltanat makamimn halkla daha
yakin bir iliski i¢inde oldugu imajini insa etmeye ve padisah ile tebaa arasindaki mesafeyi
azaltmaya yonelmistir. Bu yeni siyaset tarzi, “kamusal alamin” aragsallastirilmasina
dayanmakta olup, Nasiriiddin Sah Kagar bu amag dogrultusunda sehirlerin agik kamusal
mekénlarinda dini merasimler tertip etmistir. Nisiriiddin Sah Kagar tarafindan
dizenlenen Tas(ia ve AslirA matem merasimlerinin kamusal alanda hangi amagla ve ne
sekilde icra edildigi ile bu térenlerin onun halk nezdindeki kabuliine ve iktidar ile toplum
arasindaki bagin giiclenmesine ne tiir etkilerde bulundugu, bu ¢aligmanin betimleyici-
aciklayic1 yontem cergevesinde yamtlamay: amacladigi temel soruyu olusturmaktadir.,
Arastirma bulgulari, Nasiriiddin Sah’in siyasal mesruiyetin temelini olusturan halkin alg
ve kabuliiniin énemini kavramasiyla birlikte, iktidarin halk¢ bir imgesini insa etmeye
yo6neldigini géstermektedir. Bu amagla, saray kompleksinin yakininda “Tekye-i Devlet”
adiyla bir mekén insa ettirmis; Tas(ia ve AslirA matem merasimlerini bizzat kendisinin,
saray erkdnimin, yabanci devlet temsilcilerinin ve halkin katilmiyla icra ettirmistir,
Kaynaklarin aktardig: bilgilere gére, Nasiriiddin Sah'in saltanatimin halk¢i bir imajim
sergileme hedefinin gorece basarili oldugu degerlendirilmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Nasiriiddin Sah Kagar, kamusal alan, “Tekye-i Devlet”, ta‘ziye, Tas(ia
ve As(irA matem merasimleri, halk.
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Ta‘ziya Performances at Takiyya-yi Dawlat: Nasir al-Din Shah Qajar’s
Ceremonial Strategy for Projecting a Popular Image of Power (1873-1895)

Assoc. Prof. Mehdi FARAJI?

Until the reign of Nasir al-Din Shah, the mode of governance in Iran remained traditional
and was structured according to the king-subject paradigm. Under this system, no social
contract based on reciprocal rights and obligations had been established between the
institution of power and society. Accordingly, the monarchs did not recognize any right
of the people to participate in the exercise of political power. Following the
transformations of modern Europe, new models of governance emerged and became
known to societies around the world. In Iran, beginning during the reign of Nasir al-Din
Shah, growing dissatisfaction with the inefficiency of the government, coupled with
increasing familiarity with modern European concepts, led Iranians to criticize the
authoritarian mode of governance and emphasize the necessity of establishing a
government based on the rule of law. In response, Nasir al-Din Shah sought to employ a
new mode of political practice to project a popular image of the monarchy and narrow
the distance between the sovereign and his subjects. This new mode of political practice
took the form of a ceremonial act: to this end, Nasir al-Din Shah organized and attended
ta‘ziya performances during the month of Muharram among the general populace.

The main question that this article seeks to answer through a descriptive-explanatory
approach is: What objectives did Nasir al-Din Shah pursue, and in what manner did he
organize Muharram mourning ceremonies in the “public sphere”? Furthermore, what
impact did these ceremonies have on his popular legitimacy and on strengthening the
relationship between the institution of power and society?

The findings of the study indicate that, recognizing the importance of public perceptions
and attitudes as the foundation of political legitimacy, Nasir al-Din Shah sought to
construct a popular image of political power. To this end, he established a venue adjacent
to the royal palace known as Takiyya-yi Dawlat, where he organized ta‘ziya performances
and mourning ceremonies attended by himself, members of the court, representatives of
foreign countries, and the general public. According to contemporary sources, Nasir al-
Din Shah was relatively successful in projecting a popular image of his monarchical
authority.

Keywords: Nasir al-Din Shah Qajar, ceremonial act, Takiyya-yi Dawlat, ta‘ziya
performarnce, popular image of power.
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fran’in Amerika ve Israil Gerilimi Baglaminda Noha ve Meddahlik Geleneginin
Sosyopolitik islevi: Hiiseyin Siitiide ve Cagdas iranli Meddahlar Ornegi

Dr. 0gr. Uyesi Metin AVCI*!

Olen kisilerin ardindan hissedilen ac1 ve elemi dile getiren bir agit tiirii olan “Mersiye”,
Sii ve Alevi-Bektasi geleneklerinde “Noha” olarak da isimlendirilmektedir. Noha, 6zellikle
Hz. Peygamber’in vefatindan yaklasik 48 y1l sonra, Ehlibeyt’inden torunu Hiiseyin ve aile
fertlerinin Kerbeld’da yasadiklari trajediyi diri tutan, onlarin ¢ektikleri acilar1 hatirlatan
agitlarin ismi olmustur, Matem tdrenlerinde duygusal bir makamla gégse vurularak
(sinezen) okunan ve Kerbeld'daki haksizliga duyulan 6fkeyi ve hiiznii yasatan bu agitlar,
halkin da eslik etmesiyle bir ayin formatinda icra edilmektedir.

Modern fran’da noha gelenegi, klasik matem térenlerinin sinirlarini asarak siyasal ve
toplumsal olaylara yonelik gii¢lii sembolik anlamlar {iretmeye baslamistir. Bu siiregte
meddahlar ve noha sanatcilari, genis kitleleri etkileyen kiiltiirel aktdrler haline
gelmislerdir. Mahm{id Kerimi, Said Haddadiyan, Mans(ir Arzi ve Mehdi Res(li gibi isimler,
din? icerikli eserleri araciligiyla toplumsal duyarliliklarin sekillenmesinde etkili olmus;
Kerbel séylemini gilincel siyasal gelismelerle iliskilendirerek direnis, fedakarlik ve birlik
temalarini 6n plana ¢ikarmuglardir,

Bu baglamda, iran’in yeni kusak meddahlari arasinda dikkat ceken Hiiseyin Siitlide’nin
(Hossein Sotoudeh) nohalari, sz konusu temalarin en belirgin drnekleri arasinda yer
almaktadir. Ozellikle Amerika ve Israil ile yasanan gerilimlerin yogunlasti§i1 dénemlerde
seslendirdigi eserler, fran kamuoyunda dini kimlik, milll birlik ve direnis sdylemlerinin
yeniden iiretilmesine katki saglamistir. 2026 yilinda viral hile gelen “Y4 Ali” ve “Vakt-e
KiyAm Amede” adli eserleriyle, iran’in giincel siyasi gerilimlerle yiizlestigi bir dsnemde
etkili bir rol tistlenmistir. Onun bu sarkilari yalnizca dini bir yas gelenegini siirdiirmekle
kalmamus, ayni zamanda dijital platformlarda bir direnis marsi ve toplumsal ayaklanma
cagrisi olarak algilanmistir.

Bu durum, sanatin yalnizca estetik bir ifade bicimi degil, bilakis politik bir mobilizasyon
araci oldugunu da gdstermistir. Ciinkii meddahlarin etkili yorumlari, adeta dini kimligi
politik kimlikle birlestirmis, toplumsal hafizay1 canli tutarak biiyiik oranda kollektif
kimligi biitiinlestirmistir. Boylece zor giinlerinde halkin psikolojik ve ideolojik direncinin
gliclenmesini saglayan bir motivasyon kaynag olmustur. Diger taraftan noha gelenegi,
batinin kiiltiirel hegemonyasi karsisinda alternatif bir estetik ve halk birlikteligi
goriiniimii arz etmistir. Neticede fran meddahlar1 ve Hiiseyin SiitGde’nin noha tarzi
eserleri, iran’da kiiltiir ve sanatin siyasete dogrudan miidahalesinin érneklerinden biri
olarak degerlendirilebilir.

2t Eskisehir Osmangazi Universitesi, [lahiyat Fakiiltesi, Islam Mezhepleri Tarihi Anabilim Dal,
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Bu bildiride fran’daki noha ve meddahlik geleneginin tarihsel ve sosyolojik arka plani
incelenmekte; cagdas iranli meddahlarin toplumsal etkileri degerlendirilmekte ve
Hiiseyin Sotoodeh 6rnegi iizerinden Kerbeld merkezli dini anlatilarin giincel siyasal
gerilimler baglaminda nasil yeniden yorumlandig1 analiz edilmektedir. Calismada ayrica
noha geleneginin mezhebi kimlik insasi, kolektif hafiza, kiiltiirel direnis ve toplumsal
mobilizasyon siireclerindeki islevleri islam Mezhepleri Tarihi perspektifinden ele
alinmaktadur.

Anahtar Kelimeler: islam Mezhepleri Tarihi, Meddahlik Gelenegi, Noha, iran ve
Amerika/israil Gerilimi, Cagdas iranli Meddahlar, Hiiseyin Siit(ide, Kiiltiirel Direnis.
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The Sociopolitical Function of the Nawha and Maddah Tradition in the Context
of Iran’s Tension with America and Israel: The Example of Husayn Sutiida and
Contemporary Iranian Maddahs

Asst. Prof. Dr. Uyesi Metin AVCI?

Mersiye is a type of lament that expresses the pain and sorrow felt after a person’s
passing. In Shi‘i and Alevi-Bektashi traditions, this form is also referred to as nawha.
Nawha came to denote the elegies that keep alive the memory of the tragedy experienced
at Karbala’ by Husayn—the grandson of the Prophet from his Household—and his family
members, while also recalling the suffering they endured, particularly some forty-eight
years after the Prophet’s passing. These elegies, which articulate the anger and sorrow
over the injustice of Karbal@’, are performed during mourning ceremonies in an emotive
style accompanied by chest-beating (sina-zani), and are presented in a ritualistic format
with public participation.

In modern Iran, the nawha tradition has moved beyond the confines of traditional
mourning ceremonies and has begun to generate powerful symbolic meanings in relation
to political and social events. During this period, storytellers (maddahs) and nawha
performers became cultural actors who exert influence over broad audiences. Figures
such as Mahmitid Karimi, Sa‘idd Haddadiyan, Manstr Ardi, and Mahdi Rasili have played
an influential role in shaping social sensibilities through their religiously themed works;
by linking the Karbala narrative to contemporary political developments, they have
highlighted themes of resistance, self-sacrifice, and unity.

In this context, the nawhas of Husayn Sutiida—a prominent figure among Iran’s new
generation of maddahs—represent the most distinct examples of these themes. The
works he performed, particularly during periods of heightened tension with America and
Israel, contributed to the reproduction of discourses on religious identity, national unity,
and resistance within Iranian public opinion. With songs such as ‘Ya ‘Ali" and ‘Vaqt-i
Qiyam Amada’—which went viral in 2026—he played a powerful role during the period
when Iran was grappling with current political tensions. His songs, particularly those
performed during periods of heightened tension with America and Israel, not only
perpetuated the religious tradition of mourning but also came to be interpreted on digital
platforms as anthems of resistance and calls for social mobilization.

This situation revealed that art is not merely an aesthetic mode of expression but, rather,
a potent instrument of political mobilization. The impactful performances of the
maddahs effectively intertwined religious and political identities and, by sustaining social
memory, played a pivotal role in consolidating collective identity. Thus, these
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performances became a source of motivation that strengthened the people’s
psychological and ideological resilience during difficult times. On the other hand, the
nawha tradition has presented an alternative aesthetic and a manifestation of communal
solidarity in the face of Western cultural hegemony. Ultimately, the works of Iranian
maddahs and Husayn Sutfida in the nawha style can be viewed as examples of the direct
intervention of culture and art into politics in Iran,

This paper examines the historical and sociological background of the nawha and maddah
tradition in Iran, evaluates the social impact of contemporary Iranian maddahs, and
analyzes—through the case of Husayn Sutida—how Karbala’-centered religious
narratives are reinterpreted within the context of current political tensions. The study
also examines the functions of the nawha tradition within the processes of sectarian
identity construction, collective memory, cultural resistance, and social mobilization
from the perspective of the history of Islamic sects.

Keywords: History of Islamic Sects, The Tradition of the Maddah, Nawha, Iran-US/Israel
Tensions, Iranian Maddahs, Husayn Sutiida, Cultural Resistance.



Ehl-i Hak (Yarsanilik) inancinda Teolojik Doktrin: ilahi Tecelli ve Ruhun Tekamiil
Yolculugu

Ars. Gér. Mehmet GOKARAN?

“Ehl-i Hak” veya miintesipleri tarafindan tercih edilen isimlendirmeyle “Yarsanilik”
fran'in bati1 bélgelerinde ve Irak cografyasinda varlik gdsteren batini ve senkretik
karakterli eklektik bir inan¢ sistemi olarak géze carpmaktadir. Mezopotamya ile iran
kiiltiir havzalarimin kesisim noktasinda Zagros dag silsilesi ve cevresinde nesviinema
bulan bu toplulugun, demografik baglamda iran’in Kirmansah, flam ve Loristan eyaletleri
ile Irak’in Siileymaniye, Kerkiik ve Hanekin sehirlerinde iki-ii¢ milyonluk bir niifusa sahip
oldugu diisiiniilmektedir. Etnik a¢idan agirlikli olarak bu bslgelerde yasayan Kiirt niifus
arasinda yayilim géstermekle birlikte, Azerbaycan ve iran’in muhtelif bélgelerinde farkl:
etnik gruplar arasinda da karsihik bulmaktadir. Yarsanilik ezoterik 6gretileri, senkretik
din? doktrinleri, kiiltiirel ve mitolojik 6gelerinin yani sira tembur ve cem ayinleri
esliginde icra edilen armonik ritiielleri ile de arastirmacilarin ilgisini cezbetmektedir.
Yarsanilik; islam’in Sil-tasavvufl dokusunu, Zerdiist:-Maniheist diializmi ve kadim iran
mitolojisinin sembolik unsurlarini tek bir potada eriterek salt bir inang sistemi olmanin
otesinde ¢ok katmanl bir yapi insa etmistir. Miintesipleri nezdinde teolojik varliginin
kokenleri Islam éncesi kadim ¢aglara dayanan ve kiyamete dek varligini koruyacak bir
hakikat ve sir olarak igsellestirilmistir.

Kakailik olarak da adlandirilan bu inang sisteminin, ontolojik mahiyeti agisindan bagimsiz
bir din mi yoksa isldm dairesi icerisinde gulat bir firka mi1 oldugu hususu akademik
cevrelerde siiregelen bir tartisma olmustur. Bununla birlikte 14. yiizyilda yasadig
diisiiniilen Sultan Sahak tarafindan kurumsal ve doktriner bir ¢erceveye oturtulan bu
diisiincenin teolojik omurgasi, Tanri'min beseri formlarda zuhuru ve ruhun tekimiil
yolculugu ekseninde insa edilmistir. Toplulugun teolojik diinyasini kavramak igin yedi
asamada tecelli eden ve Sultan Sahak’ta kemaile ulasan ilahi tezahiirii ve déngiisel bir ruh
gdciine dayanan dinad{in nazariyyesini analiz etmek olduk¢a 6nemlidir, Bu minvalde
calisma, YArsaniligin uluhiyet ve ahiret tasavvurlarim biitiinciil bir bakis acisiyla
incelemeyi hedeflemektedir. islam Mezhepleri Tarihi disiplininin deskriptif metodu
rehberliginde yiriitiilecek bu arastirmada, literatiirde yeterince aydinlatilamamisg
teolojik boyutlar giin yiiziine ¢ikarilmaya calisilacak ve elde edilen veriler sistematik bir
yontemle istifadeye sunulacaktir.

Bu ¢alismada; Yarsani pirlerine dayandirilan en eski kutsal metinlerden biri kabul edilen
ve Dr. Sidiq Sefizade tarafindan Tiirk¢eye kazandirilan Serencamname ya da Hazine-i
Keldm esas alinacaktir. Bunun yaru sira, Shahab Veli tarafindan kaleme alinan ve Sevda
Orak Resitoglu tarafindan Fransizcadan gevrilen Kurdén Yarsan: Dirok {i Mitoloji ile M.

% Van Yiiziinci Yil Universitesi, ilahiyat Fakiiltesi, Islam Mezhepleri Tarihi Anabilim Dali,
https://orcid.org/0009-0002-0396-3921, mehmetgokaran@yyu.edu.tr


https://orcid.org/0009-0002-0396-3921
mailto:mehmetgokaran@yyu.edu.tr

44 « Symposium on Sectarian Structure and Social Dynamics in Iran: Book of Conference Abstract

Riza Hamzeh’ee'nin Yaresan (Ehl-i Hak): Bir Kiirt Cemaati Uzerine Sosyolojik-Tarihsel ve
Dini-Tarihsel Bir inceleme adli caligmalar, arastirmanin basucu kaynaklari arasinda yer
alacaktir. Ayrica Ismet Yiice tarafindan derlenen Hakikat¢1 Alevi Diisiincesi ve
Serencamname: Yarasan-Kakai Tarihi ile Ali Kemal Yildirim tarafindan hazirlanan Kiirdi
Diller: inang Sistemleri (Yarsanilik, Ezidilik, Ehl-i Hak) ve Ebul Wefa adli calismalardan da
istifade edilecektir. S6z konusu kaynaklara ek olarak; ulusal ve uluslararasi akademik
literatiirde Yarsanilik {izerine hazirlanmig tezler, makaleler ve mezhep miintesipleriyle
gerceklestirilerek dijital mecralarda yayinlanan miilakatlar da arastirmanmin veri
havuzunu zenginlestirecek kaynaklar olarak degerlendirilecektir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Ehl-i Hak, Yarsanilik, Kakalyye, Hul{l, Dlinad(in, Serencam.
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Divine Manifestation and the Soul’s Journey of Spiritual Perfection in the
Theology of the Ahl-i Haqq (Yarsan) Tradition

Res. Asst. Mehmet GOKARAN?*

Ahl-i Haqq, or, in the designation preferred by its adherents, Yarsanism, may be
characterized as an esoteric and syncretic religious tradition with a distinctly eclectic
theological structure that has developed in western Iran and parts of Iraq. Emerging
within the Zagros mountain range and its surrounding regions, situated at the
intersection of the Mesopotamian and Iranian cultural spheres, the community is
estimated to comprise between two and three million adherents. Its population is
concentrated primarily in the Iranian provinces of Kermanshah, Illam, and Lorestan, as
well as in the Iraqi cities of Sulaymaniyah, Kirkuk, and Khanaqin. Although
predominantly associated with Kurdish populations, Yarsanism has also found followers
among various ethnic groups in Azerbaijan and other regions of Iran. In addition to its
esoteric teachings, syncretic religious doctrines, and rich cultural and mythological
heritage, the tradition has attracted considerable scholarly interest through its ritual
practices, particularly the musical ceremonies performed with the accompaniment of the
tanbiir and communal gatherings known as jam. By synthesizing elements of Shi‘-Sifi
Islam, Zoroastrian-Manichaean dualism, and the symbolic motifs of ancient Iranian
mythology, Yarsanism constitutes a complex religious and cultural tradition that extends
beyond the confines of a conventional belief system. For its adherents, its theological
foundations are understood as an eternal truth and sacred mystery rooted in pre-Islamic
antiquity and destined to endure until the Day of Judgment.

Also known as the Kaka’i tradition, this religious community has remained the subject of
sustained scholarly debate regarding its ontological status—namely, whether it should be
regarded as an independent religion or as a ghulat sect within the broader framework of
Islam. Nevertheless, the theological system that is believed to have been institutionally
and doctrinally formulated by Sultan Sahak in the fourteenth century is fundamentally
grounded in the manifestation of God in human form and the soul’s journey toward
spiritual perfection. A proper understanding of the Yarsan theological worldview
requires an examination of both the doctrine of divine manifestation, which unfolds
through seven successive stages and reaches its culmination in Sultan Sahak, and the
doctrine of diinadiin, which is based upon the cyclical transmigration and perfection of
the soul. In this regard, the present study seeks to explore Yarsan conceptions of divinity
and the afterlife from a holistic perspective. Employing the descriptive methodology of
the History of Islamic Sects as its principal analytical framework, the research aims to
illuminate theological dimensions that have not yet received sufficient scholarly
attention and to present its findings through a systematic and coherent analysis.
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The primary source for this study will be the Serencamname (Khazine-ye Kalam),
regarded as one of the earliest sacred texts attributed to Yarsan spiritual leaders (pirs)
and translated into Turkish by Dr. Siddiq Sefizade. In addition, Kurdén Yarsan: Dirok G
Mitoloji, authored by Shahab Veli and translated from French by Sevda Orak Resitoglu,
together with M. Reza Hamzeh’ee’s Yaresan (Ahl-i Haqq): A Sociological-Historical and
Religious-Historical Study of a Kurdish Community, will serve as major reference works.
Furthermore, Hakikatci Alevi Diisiincesi ve Serencamname: Yarasan-Kakai Tarihi,
compiled by Ismet Yiice, and Ali Kemal Yildirim’s Kiirdi Diller: inang¢ Sistemleri
(Yarsanilik, Ezidilik, Ehl-i Hak) ve Ebul Wefa will also be consulted. In addition to these
sources, theses, scholarly articles, and digitally published interviews conducted with
members of the Yarsan community will be utilized to enrich the study’s corpus of data.

Keywords: Ahl-i Haqq, Yarsanism, Kaka’i Tradition, Divine Manifestation, Huldl,
Diinadiin, Serencam.
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Biiveyhiler Dénemi islam Cografyasinda Sii Kimliginin Kamusal insasi: Asure ve
Gadir-i Hum Merasimleri

Ars. Gor. Mehmet Mustafa BUGCU?

fran cografyasinda mezhebi kimligin déniisiimii acisindan Biiveyhiler dénemi (h. 334-
447/m. 945-1055), Sifligin sadece teolojik bir 6greti ya da gizli bir muhalefet hareketi
olmaktan ¢ikip kamusal alanda kurumsallagsmaya basladig1 en kritik evreyi temsil eder.
Bu doénemde S$iilik, Biiveyhi iktidarinin dogrudan himayesiyle ilk kez sokak, pazar ve
meydanlarda mesru bir gériiniirliik kazanmis; soyut mezhebi aidiyetler kolektif ritiieller
ve semboller {izerinden kitleselleserek kurumsal bir kimlige biirtinmiistiir.

Bu teblig, Emir Muizziiddevle'nin (8. 356/967) 352/963 yilinda As{ird’y1 resmf yas giinii,
bir yil sonra ise Gadir-i Hum'u kitlesel bir bayram ilan etmesiyle kurumsallasan siirecin
toplumsal ve mekénsal yansimalarini ele almaktadir. Calismada, s6z konusu merasimlerin
sadece dini birer ritiiel degil; $it kolektif hafizasinin insasinda ve Stinni-Abbasi otoritesine
karsi alternatif bir mesruiyet alari yaratilmasinda oynadigi stratejik rol iizerinde
durulacaktir.

Merasimlerin kamusal alandaki somut tezahiirleri; carsi ve pazarlarin kapatilmasi, matem
ritiiellerinin icra bicimleri, kadinlarin sokaklardaki rolii ve Irak merkezli bu ritiiellerin
Rey, Kum ve Isfahan gibi iran sehirlerindeki yerel /kadim kiiltiir unsurlariyla eklemlenme
stiregleri tahlil edilecektir. Ayrica bu kamusal gériiniirligiin, Siinni kitleler ile kurulan
sosyo-politik iliskilere ve catisma dinamiklerine etkisi; Makdis?’nin (3. 390/1000 civar1)
Ahsenii’t-tekdsim’i, ibn Miskeveyh'in (8. 421/1030) Tecaribii'l-iimem’i, ibnii’l-Cevzi'nin (8.
597/1201) el-Muntazam’1 ve ibnii'l-Belhi'nin ((8. VL./XIL yiizy1l) Farsndme’si gibi dénemin
ana kaynaklarinin sundugu veriler 1s18inda degerlendirilecektir.

Bu caligmada, Islam Mezhepleri Tarihi anabilim dalinin temel yaklagimi olan metin-
baglam iliskisi esas alinmistir. Yontem olarak, dénemin birinci el kaynaklarinda yer alan
veriler tarihsel ve betimsel bir yaklasimla incelenecektir. Ritiieller ve yas torenleri ele
alimirken, sadece dini metinlerin teorik arka planina degil, bu pratiklerin dénemin sosyo-
politik sartlariyla olan bagina odaklanilacaktir. Kaynak taramasinda, farkli mezhebi
aidiyetlere sahip mtelliflerin aktardigi bilgiler karsilagtirmali bir analiz siizgecinden
gecirilecek; bdylece olaylarin tarafsiz bir resmi ortaya konmaya calisilacaktir. Ayrica, s6z
konusu kamusal uygulamalarin mezhebi kimlik insasindaki rolii, neden-sonug iliskisi
cercevesinde kronolojik bir akisla tahlil edilecektir.

Sonug olarak, Biiveyhiler dénemindeki bu radikal kamusal déniisiimiin, giiniimiiz iran
cografyasindaki $if halk dindarhigi, ulema-siyaset iliskisi ve merasim kiiltiiriiniin tarihsel-
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yapisal temellerinin atilmasindaki ve islam mezhepleri tarihindeki temel kirilmalardan
birinin meydana gelmesindeki rolii tartisilacaktir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Biiveyhiler, iran, Siflik, Kamusal Alan, Astird, Gadir-i Hum,
Toplumsal Kimlik.
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The Public Construction of Shi‘i Identity in the Islamic World during the Bayid
Period: The Ceremonies of ‘Ashiira’ and Ghadir Khumm

Res. Asst. Mehmet Mustafa BUGCUZ¢

In terms of the transformation of sectarian identity in the Iranian geography, the Biyid
period (334-447/945-1055) represents the most critical phase in which Shi‘ism
transcended being merely a theological doctrine or a clandestine opposition movement
and began to institutionalize in the public sphere. Under the direct patronage of Biyid
rule, Shi‘ism gained legitimate visibility in streets, markets, and public squares for the
first time; abstract sectarian allegiances coalesced into an institutionalized identity
through collective rituals and symbols, achieving mass participation. This paper
examines the social and spatial ramifications of this institutionalization, which was
formally initiated when Amir Mu‘izz al-Dawla (d. 356/967) declared ‘Ashiira’ an official
day of mourning in 352/963 and, a year later, instituted Ghadir Khumm as a public
festival. The study focuses on the strategic role played by these ceremonies not only as
religious rituals, but also in constructing a collective Shi‘l memory and generating an
alternative realm of legitimacy against Sunni-Abbasid authority.

The concrete manifestations of these commemorations in the public sphere—such as the
shuttering of bazaars and markets, forms of mourning performance, the participation of
women in public spaces, and the integration of these Irag-centered rituals with local and
ancient cultural elements in Iranian cities like Rayy, Qum, and Isfahan—will be analyzed.
Furthermore, the impact of this public visibility on socio-political relations and sectarian
conflict dynamics with the Sunni population will be evaluated in light of primary sources
from the period, including al-MagqdisT’s (d. 390/1000) Ahsan al-taqasim, Miskawayh'’s (d.
421/1030) Tajarib al-umam, Tbn al-Jawzi’s (d. 597/1201) al-Muntazam, and Tbn al-Balkhi’s
(d. 6th/12th century) Farsnama.

Methodologically, this study relies on the text-context nexus, the foundational approach
in the History of Islamic Sects. Primary textual accounts will be scrutinized through a
historical and descriptive lens. In addressing the rituals and mourning practices, the
focus will extend beyond theoretical doctrinal backgrounds to explore their interplay
with the socio-political conditions of the era. Source criticism will employ a comparative
analysis of accounts from authors of divergent sectarian affiliations to construct an
objective depiction of historical events. In addition, the function of these public practices
in sectarian identity formation will be analyzed chronologically within a cause-and-effect
framework. In conclusion, the paper will discuss how this radical public transformation
during the Byid era laid the historical and structural foundations of contemporary Shi‘i
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popular piety, the clerical-political nexus, and ceremonial culture across Iran, marking a
fundamental turning point in the history of Islamic sects.

Keywords: Bilyids, Iran, Shi‘ism, Public Sphere, ‘Ashiira’>, Ghadir Khumm, Collective
Identity.



IV./X. Yiizyilda iran Cografyasinda Mezhebi Cesitlilik ve Dagilim: islam
Cografyacilarinin Verileri Isiginda Bir inceleme

Ars. Gér. Lokman TOKDEMIR?

Kadim din, kiiltiir ve medeniyetlere ev sahipligi yapan iran cografyasinin Miisliimanlar
tarafindan fethedilmesi Hz. Omer doéneminde baslamis; Emeviler ve Abbasiler
dénemleriyle birlikte bu cografyada farkli etnik ve dini unsurlar yayilim gdstermistir.
Hicri 111 yiizyilin ortalarindan itibaren Abbasi merkezi otoritesinin zayiflamasiyla birlikte
fran cografyasinda cesitli yerel hanedanlar ortaya ¢ikmis; bu durum mezhebi cesitliligin
daha belirgin hale gelmesine zemin hazirlamistir. Bu ¢ercevede 1V./X. ylizyil, siyasi
pargalanmanin derinlestigi ve mezhebi ¢ogullugun yogunlastig1 bir dénem olarak 6ne
cikmaktadir. Ozellikle mezheplere yonelik tutumlarinda hiikiimdarlarin sahsi tercihleri
ve siyasi yaklasimlarina bagh olarak farkliliklar sergileyen Biiveyhiler’in etkili oldugu bu
dénem, mezhebi dagilimin incelenmesi agisindan ayri bir 6nem tasgimaktadir, Bu galisma,
IV./X. yiizy1lda yasamis olan istahri (8. 340/951-52’den sonra), ibn Havkal (8. 367/978'den
sonra) ve Makdisi (6. 390/1000’dan sonra) gibi islam cografyacilarinin aktardiklar:
bilgilerden hareketle, séz konusu yiizyilda iran cografyasindaki mezhebi dagilimi ve
cesitliligi karsilastirmali bir bicimde ortaya koymay1 amaglamaktadir.

fran cografyasinin sinirlar1 ve bélgesel ayrimlari, dénemsel olarak ve farkli miielliflerin
perspektiflerine gore degiskenlik géstermektedir. Bu nedenle calismada fran’in cografi
cercevesi, dogrudan adi gegen cografyacilarin tasnifleri esas alinarak belirlenmistir,
Nitekim bu miiellifler fran cografyasini genel olarak Cibal, Hiizistan, Fars, Kirman ve
Masrik bolgelerine ayirarak degerlendirmislerdir. Calismada da bu tasnif esas alinarak
her bir bolgenin mezhebi yapisi analiz edilmekte ve farkh yazarlarin aktardiklar: veriler
mukayeseli olarak ele alinmaktadir.

Sonug olarak bu ¢alisma, IV./X. yiizyilda iran cografyasinda mezheplerin bélgelere gore
farkli yogunluklarda dagildigini ve oldukca zengin bir mezhebi cesitliligin mevcut
oldugunu ortaya koymay1 hedeflemektedir. Bu baglamda iran cografyasinin, sz konusu
dénemde mezhebi ¢ogullugun ve etkilesimin yogun olarak yasandig1 dinamik bir yapiya
sahip oldugu sonucuna ulasilmaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: iran, islam Mezhepleri Tarihi, Mezhebi Cesitlilik ve Dagilim, islam
Cografyacilari, IV./X. Yiizyil.
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Sectarian Diversity and Distribution in the Iranian Lands during the
Fourth/Tenth Century: An Examination in Light of the Accounts of Muslim
Geographers

Res. Asst. Lokman TOKDEMIR?

The Muslim conquest of the Iranian lands, a region that had long been home to ancient
religions, cultures, and civilizations, began during the caliphate of ‘Umar b. al-Khattab.
During the Umayyad and Abbasid periods, various ethnic and religious groups spread
throughout the region. From the middle of the third/ninth century onward, the
weakening of Abbasid central authority led to the emergence of several local dynasties in
the Iranian lands, thereby creating conditions in which sectarian diversity became
increasingly pronounced. In this context, the fourth/tenth century stands out as a period
characterized by deepening political fragmentation and intensifying sectarian plurality.
This period, marked particularly by the influence of the Byids—whose attitudes toward
different sectarian groups varied according to the personal preferences and political
approaches of their rulers—is especially significant for examining the geographical
distribution of Islamic sects. Drawing on the accounts of Muslim geographers of the
fourth/tenth century, including al-Istakhri (d. after 340/951-52), Tbn Hawqal (d. after
367/978), and al-Muqaddasi (d. after 390/1000), this study aims to provide a comparative
analysis of sectarian diversity and distribution in the Iranian lands during the period in
question.

The geographical boundaries and regional divisions of Iran varied according to historical
period and the perspectives of individual authors. For this reason, the geographical scope
of Iran adopted in this study is determined directly on the basis of the classifications
employed by the aforementioned geographers. These authors generally divided the
Iranian lands into the regions of al-Jibal, Khiizistan, Fars, Kirman, and al-Mashrig.
Following this classification, the study analyses the sectarian composition of each region
and comparatively examines the information provided by the different authors.

In conclusion, this study demonstrates that Islamic sects were distributed across the
Iranian lands with varying degrees of concentration during the fourth/tenth century and
that the region exhibited considerable sectarian diversity. Accordingly, it concludes that
the Iranian lands possessed a dynamic religious landscape characterized by intense
sectarian plurality and interaction during this period.

Keywords: Iran, History of Islamic Sects, Sectarian Diversity and Distribution, Muslim
Geographers, Fourth/Tenth Century.
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Sii Siyasal Kimliginin insasinda Teberr{: Biiveyhiler, ilhanlilar ve Safeviler Ornegi

Ars. GOr. Elvira TAGAEVA?®

imamiyye Sii diisiincesinde temel inang ilkesi olan teberr? Allah’in dostlarini sevmek
anlamindaki tevellinin zitt1 olarak diismanlardan ve onlara dost olanlardan uzaklasmay:
ifade etmektedir. Ancak bu kavramin geleneksel itikadi bir ilke olmanin 6tesine giderek
dénemin siyasi ortamina gdre renk degistiren dinamik bir aracina déniistigi
goriilmektedir. Bu teblig teberri gelenegini Biiveyhiler (932-1062), ilhanhlar (1256-1353)
ve Safeviler (1501-1736) dénemleri iran cografyasiyla siirli tutarak inceleyecektir.
Teberri gelenegi itikadi, térensel ve sGylemsel olarak ele alinacaktir, Bunlarin iginde
Siinnilere karsi politikalari, sebbii’s-sahabe, Aslird ve Kerbeld merasimleri gibi
uygulamalar hakkinda bilgi verilecektir. Bu gelenek fran cografyasinda mezhebi kimligin
toplumsal diizlemde nasil insa edildigini ve iktidar degisimlerine gére nasil doniistiigiinii
analiz etmede 6nemlidir. Tebligin amaci bu {i¢ dénem icerisinde gelenegin farkl islevler
tistlendigini karsilastirarak mezhep kimliginin doktrin metinleriyle birlikte uygulamalar
ve merasimlerle okunabilecegini gostermektir.

Calismada karsilastirmali-tarihsel yéntem ve metin analizi yéntemi kullanmilacaktir, Ug
déneme ait Sil eserlerin yani sira Suy(ti, ibnii'l-Esir gibi tarihgilerin eserleri de
incelenecektir. Arastirma teberri geleneginin bu ti¢ ddnemde birbirinden ayrigan islevler
tistlendigi sonucuna varmustir. Biiveyhiler ddneminde teberri pratiginin Siinni toplumu
rahatsiz edecek uygulamalara zemin hazirladigi goriilmekle birlikte, s6z konusu
hanedanin Abbasi hilafetinin siyasi otoritesi altinda faaliyet gdstermesi ve Iran
cografyasinda Siinniligin demografik cogunlugunu siirdiirmesi, teberrinin kurumsal ve
kalict bir zemine oturtulmasini giiclestirmistir, Bu kosullar altinda Biiveyhi yonetimi
kendi siyasi varligiru tehlikeye atacak &l¢itide bir teberri politikasi izlemekten kaginmstir.
Teberri, mesruiyet ve gériiniirliik kazanmakla birlikte sinirl ve konjonktiirel bir nitelik
tagimuistir. {lhanlilarda ise teberrinin gdriiniirliigiiniin geriledigi goriilmekle birlikte
ezana yapilan bazi eklemeler araciligiyla gelenegin tiimiiyle terk edilmedigi
anlagilmaktadir. Bu ise teberrinin kurumsal bir politika olmaktan ¢ikip simurl
uygulamalara evirildigine isaret etmektedir. Safeviler déneminde ise teberri gelenegi
tarihi etabinda st noktasina ulasmis, devlet otoritesinin dogrudan miidahalesiyle
sistematik ve zorunlu bir uygulamaya déniistiiriilmiistiir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: islam Mezhepleri Tarihi, imamiyye Siasi, Teberrd, iran Cografyasi,
Biiveyhiler, ilhanlilar, Safeviler.
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The Role of Tabarra in the Construction of Shi‘i Political Identity: The Cases of
the Biyids, Ilkhanids and Safavids

Res. Asst. Elvira TAGAEVA?°

Tabarra is a core belief in Imami Shi‘i thought. It means turning away from the enemies
of God and from those who support them. It is the opposite of tawalla, which means loving
the friends of God. Over time, however, tabarra became more than just a belief, It turned
into a tool that changed shape depending on the political situation of each period. This
study looks at the tradition of tabarra in the region of Iran during three periods: the
Bayids (932-1062), the Ilkhanids (1256-1353) and the Safavids (1501-1736). It studies
tabarra in three ways: as a belief, as a ritual and as a form of speech. The study looks at
how each period treated Sunnis, how they practiced sabb al-sahaba and how they held
ceremonies like ‘Ashiir@® and the mourning for Karbal@’. This tradition helps us
understand how sectarian identity was built in society in Iran and how it changed when
political power changed hands. The goal of this study is to compare how tabarra worked
differently in each of the three periods. This shows that we can understand sectarian
identity not only from religious texts, but also from practices and ceremonies.

The study uses comparative-historical methods and text analysis. The study finds that
tabarra played a different role in each of the three periods. Under the Biiyids, tabarra
sometimes led to actions that upset the Sunni population. But the Biyid dynasty still
ruled under the political authority of the Abbasid caliphate and most people in Iran at the
time were still Sunni. This made it hard for the Biyids to turn tabarra into a lasting,
official policy. Because of this, the Bliyid government avoided pushing tabarra so far that
it would put its own rule at risk. Tabarra gained some legitimacy and public visibility, but
it stayed limited and depended on the situation at hand. Under the Ilkhanids, tabarra
became less visible. But it did not disappear completely; this can be seen in some additions
made to the call to prayer. This shows that tabarra stopped being an official state policy
and became a smaller, limited practice instead. Under the Safavids, tabarra reached its
highest point in history. The state stepped in directly and turned tabarra into a
systematic, forced practice.

Keywords: History of Islamic Sects, Imami Shi‘ism, Tabarra, Geography of Iran, Biyids,
Ilkhanids, Safavids.
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iran islam Devrimi Sonrasi Balkanlar’da Kiiltiirel Faaliyetler ve Mezhebi S6ylem

Dr. Ogr. Uyesi Abdylkader DURGUTI*!

1979 iran islam Devrimi sonrasinda resmf ideolojik cerceve haline gelen Velayet-i Fakih
doktrini, fran’in dis politika anlayisini yalmzca siyasal degil ayni zamanda kiiltiirel ve
mezhebl bir zeminde yeniden sekillendirmistir. Bu siirecte iran, devrim ihraci ve
Takribii'l-Mezahib sdylemi dogrultusunda islam diinyasinda cesitli kiiltiirel acilim
politikalar1 gelistirmis, Balkanlar da bu stratejinin énemli sahalarindan biri haline
gelmistir. Ozellikle Yugoslavya’nin dagilmasi ve Bosna Savasi sonrasinda olusan sosyo-
politik bosluk, iran'in bélgedeki kiiltiirel ve dini faaliyetlerini artirmasina zemin
hazirlamustir.

Bu calisma, iran'in Balkanlar’da yiiriittiigii kiiltiirel diplomasi faaliyetlerini ve bu
faaliyetlerin Sif disiincenin yayillimyla iliskisini incelemeyi amaglamaktadir.
Arastirmada Bosna Hersek, Arnavutluk, Sirbistan ve Kosova érnekleri merkeze alinarak
fran’a bagl kiiltiir merkezleri, arastirma enstitiileri, vakiflar ve egitim kurumlari analiz
edilmektedir. ibn Sina Arastirma Enstitiisii, Molla Sadra Vakfi, Saadi Sirazi Kiiltiir Vakf
ve Iran kiiltiir ataselikleri gibi kurumlarin faaliyetleri; yayimladiklar: dergiler, terciime
eserler, akademik etkinlikler ve egitim programlari tizerinden degerlendirilmektedir.

Galisma, fran'in Balkanlar’daki faaliyetlerinin yalmzca kiiltiirel etkilesim amaci
tagimadigini; ayni zamanda fran’in resmi Sii sdylemini entelektiiel ve kurumsal diizeyde
goriiniir kilmay1 hedefledigini ileri siirmektedir. Bu baglamda iran’in kamu diplomasisi
araglarim mezhebi ve ideolojik bir strateji dogrultusunda kullandigi gériilmektedir.
Aragtirma, fran’in kurumsal yapilari iizerinden yiiriittiigii kiiltiirel agilimin sdylemsel ve
yapisal boyutlarini incelemektedir. Bdylece calisma, iran’in Balkanlar’daki kiiltiirel niifuz
stratejisinin mezhep, kimlik ve dis politika iliskileri baglaminda degerlendirilmesine
katki sunmay1 hedeflemektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: islam Mezhepleri Tarihi, Balkanlar, Siilik, iran, Kiiltiirel Faaliyetler.
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Cultural Activities and Sectarian Discourse in the Balkans after the Iranian
Islamic Revolution

Asst. Prof. Abdylkader DURGUTI3?

The doctrine of vilayat-i fagih (Guardianship of the Islamic Jurist), which became Iran’s
official ideological framework following the 1979 Islamic Revolution, reshaped the
country’s approach to foreign policy along political, cultural, and sectarian lines. In this
context, Iran developed various cultural outreach policies across the Islamic world,
guided by the discourse of exporting the revolution and taqrib al-madhzhib
(rapprochement among Islamic schools of thought). The Balkans emerged as an
important arena for this strategy. In particular, the sociopolitical vacuum that followed
the dissolution of Yugoslavia and the Bosnian War created conditions conducive to the
expansion of Iran’s cultural and religious activities in the region.

This study aims to examine Iran’s cultural diplomacy in the Balkans and its relationship
to the dissemination of Shi‘i thought. Focusing on Bosnia and Herzegovina, Albania,
Serbia, and Kosovo, it analyzes Iranian-affiliated cultural centers, research institutes,
foundations, and educational institutions. The activities of institutions such as the Ibn
Sina Research Institute, the Mulla Sadra Foundation, the Sa‘di Shirazi Cultural
Foundation, and Iranian cultural attaché offices are assessed through their journals,
translated works, academic events, and educational programs.

The study argues that Iran’s activities in the Balkans are intended not only to promote
cultural exchange but also to enhance the visibility of Iran’s official Shi discourse at the
intellectual and institutional levels. In this context, Iran employs public diplomacy
instruments in pursuit of a sectarian and ideological strategy. The research examines the
discursive and structural dimensions of the cultural outreach conducted through Iran’s
institutional networks. In doing so, it seeks to contribute to an understanding of Iran’s
strategy of cultural influence in the Balkans in relation to sectarian affiliation, identity,
and foreign policy.

Keywords: History of Islamic Sects, Balkans, Shi‘ism, Iran, Cultural Activities.
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Tiirkiye Aleviligi Uzerine iran Merkezli Bir Dezenformasyon Denemesi: el-Mustafa
Yayinlari Ornegi

Dr. Ogr. Uyesi Halil OCAK*

1979 Devrimi akabinde iran; Tiirkiye’de Sif inanglara yakin gérdiigii toplumsal gruplarla
dini diplomasi ekseninde iliskilerini gelistirmeye 6zen géstermistir. Medya organlarindan
egitim kurumlarina kadar oldukga genis bir yelpazede yer alan dini diplomasi araglarini
etkin bir bicimde kullanan iran, teopolitik bir cercevede bélgedeki etkinligini artirma
imkani elde etmeyi amaglamistir. Bu noktada fran’in kiiltiirel ve dini diplomasinin énemli
araglarindan  biri, merkezi Kum sehrinde bulunan Uluslararasi el-Mustafa
Universitesi'dir. Diinyanin bir¢ok iilkesinde faaliyet yiiriiten bu {iniversite; Tiirkiye subesi
araciligiyla Tiirkiye'de Silligin tanitilmasinda ve Sillesme (teseyyu) olgusuna ivme
kazandiran bir dinamik olarak dikkat cekmektedir. Tiirkiye subesi, {ilkedeki faaliyetlerine
yazili yayini da dahil ederek el-Mustafa Yaymevi ve Misbah akademik dergisini
kurmustur.

Bu ¢alisma, el-Mustafa Yayinevi'nin Tiirkiye'de Siiligi 6zendirme ve tesvik etme siireciyle
iliskisini tespit etmeyi amaclamaktadir. Yaymevi'nin Anadolu Aleviligini konu alan
yaymlari icerik ve sdylem analizi yontemiyle incelenmis; Aleviligin ortaya ¢ikisi ve
gelisimi lizerine yer yer tarihi olay ve bilgilerin ¢arpitildigi ve manipiilatif bir icerikle
yeniden kurgulandigi goriilmiistiir. Bu enformatik carpitma ve manipiilasyonlarin
Tiirkiye’deki Alevi topluluklar tizerinde $it kimligini 6zendirici bir vurgu tasidigi ve bir
tiir toplum mithendisligi araci olarak kullamldig1 anlagilmistir.

Bu yayinlar, s6z konusu iddiay1 temellendirmek amaciyla, Aleviligin dogrudan imamiyye
Sias1 ve Caferi fikhi icerisinde gelistigi ve bu iki yap1 arasinda giiclii bir iliskinin var
olduguna dair bir tarih anlatisi kurgulamistir. Bu tarihsel carpitmalardan biri; Orta
Asya’daki Tiirk topluluklarinin Sii déiler ve imamzadelerin ¢abalar1 sonucu Miisliiman
olduklari ve Isndaseriyye Siiligini kabul ettikleri iddiasidir. Ayni perspektifle Emevi
idaresinin yikilisina sebep olan ve Tiirklerin yogunlukta oldugu Eb( Miislim isyaninin da
tamamen $il karakterli bir kalkisma oldugu ileri siiriilmektedir. Ayrica Karahanlilar
Devleti'nin de $ii-Alevi bir devlet oldugu iddia edilerek Tirkliik ile Siilik arasinda bag
kurulmaya calisilmistir, Ancak tarihsel siirecte gesitli Siinni devletlerin Tiirkmen Alevi
topluluklara yonelik “Stinnilestirme” faaliyetleri ve baskict politikalar1 sonucu, onlarin
Sitlikten ve Caferilikten kopartildigi ileri stirilmiistiir. Modern Alevi topluluklarda
goriilen kimlik bunalimi ve arayis siireci de Aleviligin Sif koklerinden uzaklastirildiktan
sonra Ozlerini aramaya devam etmelerine baglanmistir. Tarih boyunca dislanmis ve
ezilmis olarak nitelenen bu topluluga yapilacak en biiyiik iyiligin, onlara $if kdklerinin
tekrar hatirlatilmasi oldugu savunulmustur.
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Bu iddialarin yani sira Alevilik icin 6nemli bir deger olarak kabul edilen Yedi Ulu Ozan'in
da Sil propagandamin dogrudan pargasi olduklari ve imamet konusunda agikca
isndaseriyye inancim paylastiklar1 iddiasi, manipiilatif séylemin bir diger parcasini
olusturmaktadir, Bu noktada, Alevi diisiincesinin ana kaynaklari ve kurucu isimleri olarak
Yedi Ulu Ozanin ve onlar tarafindan iiretilmis metin ile séylemin 6n plana ¢ikarilmasinin
amagli bir tercih oldugu vurgulanmistir. Alevi inancinin temel literatiiriiniin ¢ok daha
erken dénemlerde viicut bulmus olmasina ragmen 15. ve 16. yiizy1l ozanlarina merkezi
bir rol bicilmesi, bu metinlerin “Aleviligin inang genelgesi” olarak konumlanma
cabasindan kaynaklanmaktadir. Bu durumun temel sebebinin, ozanlarin metinlerde o
doneme kadar Alevi literatiirinde pek rastlanmayan Sii diisiince yapisiyla benzer
gorlslerin belirginlik kazanmasi oldugu vurgulanmistir, Manzum tarzda kaleme alinmig
bumetinlerdeki esnek anlati ve On Tki imam vurgusu gibi temalarin gériiniir kilinmasinin,
siilik ile Alevilik arasindaki iliskinin belirginlestirilmesini kolaylastirdigi yorumunda
bulunulmustur. Sonug olarak metinlerin segmeci bir tutum ve manipiilatif bir icerikle
yeniden kurgulanarak Siilik ile Aleviligin 6zdes kilindig1 bir tarih anlatis1 insa edildigi
tespit edilmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: islam Mezhepleri Tarihi, Alevilik, iran, Siilik, el-Mustafa
Universitesi, Soft Power.
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An Iran-Centered Disinformation Attempt on Alevism in Tiirkiye: The Case of
al-Mustafa Publications

Asst. Prof. Uyesi Halil OCAK**

Following the 1979 Iranian Revolution, Iran paid particular attention to cultivating
relations through religious diplomacy with social groups in Tiirkiye that it perceived as
close to Shi‘ beliefs. Effectively utilizing religious diplomacy instruments spanning a
broad spectrum from media outlets to educational institutions, Iran aimed to secure an
opportunity to enhance its influence in the region within a theopolitical framework. At
this juncture, one of the primary instruments of Iran’s cultural and religious diplomacy
is al-Mustafa International University, headquartered in Qum. Operating in numerous
countries across the world, this university stands out through its branch in Tiirkiye,
which functions as an instrument that promotes Shi‘ism in Tiirkiye and contributes to
the process of Shiitization (tashayyu®). Incorporating print media into its activities in the
country, the Tiirkiye branch established al-Mustafa Publications and the academic
journal Misbah.

This study aims to determine the relationship between al-Mustafa Publications and the
process of encouraging and promoting Shi‘ism in Tiirkiye. Publications issued by the
publisher focusing on Anatolian Alevism were examined through content and discourse
analysis; it was observed that historical events and information regarding the emergence
and development of Alevism were selectively distorted in places and reconstructed with
manipulative content. It was found that these distortions of information and
manipulations placed an emphasis on encouraging a Shiq identity among Alevi
communities in Tiirkiye and were utilized as a social engineering tool.

To substantiate this claim, these publications constructed a historical narrative asserting
that Alevism developed directly within Imami Shi‘ism and Ja‘fari jurisprudence and that
a strong relationship existed between these two structures. One of these historical
distortions is the claim that Turkic communities in Central Asia embraced Islam and
accepted Twelver Shi‘ism through the efforts of Shi‘i da‘is and imamzadas. From the same
perspective, it is asserted that the AbGi Muslim uprising, which led to the collapse of
Umayyad rule and involved a significant Turkic presence, was an exclusively Shi‘i
uprising. Furthermore, by claiming that the Karakhanid State was a Shi‘i-Alevi state, an
attempt was made to establish a link between Turkishness and Shi‘ism. However, it is
argued that as a result of the “Sunnitization” activities and oppressive policies of various
Sunni states toward Turkmen Alevi communities throughout history, they were
gradually detached from Shi‘ism and Ja‘farism. The identity crisis and quest observed in
modern Alevi communities are attributed to their continued search for their core essence
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after having been alienated from their Shii roots. It is maintained that the greatest
service that could be rendered to this community—characterized as historically
marginalized and oppressed—is to remind them once again of their Shi4 roots.

In addition to these claims, the assertion that the Seven Great Poets, recognized as
significant figures in Alevism, were also direct instruments of Shi‘i propaganda and
openly shared the Twelver belief regarding the imamate constitutes another part of this
manipulative discourse. At this point, it was emphasized that foregrounding the Seven
Great Poets as the primary sources and founding figures of Alevi thought, along with the
texts and discourse produced by them, was an intentional choice. Although the
foundational literature of the Alevi faith took shape in much earlier periods, assigning a
central role to 15th- and 16th-century poets stems from the effort to position these texts
as a “doctrinal manifesto of Alevism”. It was emphasized that the fundamental reason for
this situation was that views similar to the Shi‘i mindset—scarcely encountered in Alevi
literature up to that period—gained prominence in the poets’ texts. It was argued that
foregrounding themes such as the flexible narrative in these poetic texts and the
emphasis on the Twelve Imams facilitated the clarification of the relationship between
Shi‘ism and Alevism. In conclusion, it was determined that by reconstructing the texts
with a selective approach and manipulative content, the authors constructed a historical
narrative equating Shi‘ism with Alevism.

Keywords: History of Islamic Sects, Alevism, Iran, Shi‘ism, al-Mustafa University, al-
Mustafa Publications, Soft Power.



fran’in Devrim Thraci Politikasinin Tiirkiye’deki islamci Kesim Uzerindeki Etkileri

Dr. Ars. G6ér. Muhammed Usame KARADENIZ?*

1979 yilinda fran’da Ayetullah Humeynt liderliginde gerceklesen fran Devrimi, yalnizca
fran’in i¢ siyasal ve mezhebi yapisinda kéklii déniisiimler meydana getirmekle kalmamus,
ayni zamanda bélgesel diizlemde ve 6zellikle Tiirkiye'deki islamcr diisiince ve islami
hareketler iizerinde de derin etkiler birakmstir. iran’daki yeni ydnetim, diinya
tizerindeki islami hareketler icerisinde “hareketten devlete” gecisi gerceklestiren ilk
érnek olmasinin sagladig 6zgiivenle, bu devrim modelini diger Islamci hareketlere ihrag
etme anlayisini benimsemistir. Bu siirecte iran'in siyasal ve ideolojik tecriibesinin 6rnek
alinmasi gerektigi vurgulanmis, iran Devrimi'nden etkilenen bazi isimler de bunu gesitli
platformlarda dile getirerek menhec ve metod tartismalarimin ortaya ¢ikmasina zemin
hazirlamistir. Tam bu noktada fran Anayasasi'nda yer alan bazi maddeler, devrim lideri
Humeyni'nin konuya iliskin beyanlari ve diinyadaki islamci hareketlerle kurulan
temaslar, yonetimin bu konudaki irade ve istegini agik bicimde yansitmis, devrim ihraci
anlayis1 zamanla fran dis politikasinin temel hedeflerinden biri haline gelmistir. Bu
ugurda iran’in diplomatik misyonlar1 ve yénetici elitleri bircok iilkede cesitli faaliyetlerde
bulunmus, devrime ilgi duyan kesimlerle kurulan is birlikleri ile séylemsel ve diisiinsel
yakinliklar araciligiyla iran’daki rejim ve fikri model yazili, sézlii ve diplomatik
temsilcilikler {izerinden aktarilmaya calisilmigtir, Mevcut durum Tiirkiye 6rneginde de
acik bicimde tezahiir etmis; Tiirkiye'de iran’in Ankara Biiyiikelciligi, istanbul, Erzurum ve
Trabzon Baskonsolosluklari ile Ankara Biiyiikelciligi Kiiltiir Miistesarligi ve Kiiltiir
Merkezi 6nemli etkinlikler gerceklestirmis ve Tiirkce siireli yayinlar (islam Ummeti, Fecr,
Mesaj vb. dergiler) cikarmislardir. Ayrica Tiirkiye’den iran’a giden ve oradaki kurumlarda
gorev alan Islamcilarin da katkisindan yararlanilarak, iran Radyosu, Vizirat-i Ferhengi ve
irsad-i islami ile SAzman-i Tebligat-i Islami gibi kurumlar aracihigiyla bircok eser
Tiirkge’ye cevrilmistir. Bunun yani sira Tiirk¢e yayimlanan islam Gagrisi, Keyhan Tiirki
(Keyhén gazetesinin Tiirkge versiyonu), Cumhir-i islimi ve Kudiis Yolu gibi yayinlar
tizerinden de bu fikirlerin Tiirkiye’deki okuyucuya ulastirilmasi saglanmustir.

fran’n devrim ihraci politikasi, iran yénetimi tarafindan doktrine edilen tek yénlii bir
siire¢ olmanin Stesinde, farkh iilkelerde iran’a ilgi duyan ve bu yénetimin “Islami”
niteligini 6ne ¢ikaran kesimlerin de bilingli ya da bilingsiz katki sundugu ¢cok katmanl bir
zeminde gelismistir. Bu cercevede Tiirkiye'deki Islami hareketler de s6z konusu
perspektiften etkilenmis, cesitli kiiltiirel etkilesim ve yoénlendirme siireglerine konu
olmustur. Bununla birlikte bazi yapilar, iran’'daki yénetim modelinin Tiirkiye’de de
uygulanmasi yéniindeki motivasyonla hareket ederek hem legal hem de illegal faaliyetler
ylriitmistiir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: islam Mezhepleri Tarihi, iran, Tiirkiye, Devrim fhraci, islamcilik.
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The Effects of Iran’s Policy of Exporting the Revolution on Islamist Circles in
Turkey

Res. Asst. Dr. Muhammed Usame KARADENiZ3¢

The Iranian Revolution of 1979, led by Ayatollah Rih Allah Khumayni, not only brought
about profound transformations in Iran’s domestic political and sectarian structure but
also had significant repercussions at the regional level, particularly on Islamist thought
and Islamic movements in Turkey. The new Iranian regime, drawing confidence from
being the first example among Islamic movements worldwide to make the transition
“from a movement to a state,” adopted an approach aimed at exporting the revolutionary
model to other Islamist movements. In this process, the necessity of taking Iran’s political
and ideological experience as a model was emphasized, while certain figures influenced
by the Iranian Revolution articulated this view on various platforms, paving the way for
debates over manhgj and methodology.

At this point, certain provisions of the Iranian Constitution, statements made by
revolutionary leader Khumayni, and contacts established with Islamic movements
around the world clearly reflected the regime’s determination and willingness in this
regard. Over time, the concept of exporting the revolution became one of the
fundamental objectives of Iranian foreign policy. To this end, Iran’s diplomatic missions
and ruling elites engaged in various activities in numerous countries. Through
cooperation with groups interested in the revolution, as well as discursive and
intellectual affinities, the Iranian regime and its ideological model were disseminated
through written, oral, and diplomatic channels.

This process was also clearly manifested in the Turkish context. Iran’s Embassy in Ankara,
its Consulates General in Istanbul, Erzurum, and Trabzon, as well as the Cultural Attaché’s
Office and Cultural Center of the Embassy in Ankara, organized significant activities and
published periodicals in Turkish, including islam Ummeti, Fecr, and Mesaj. In addition, with
contributions from Islamists from Turkey who travelled to Iran and worked in various
Iranian institutions, numerous works were translated into Turkish through organizations
such as Iranian Radio, the Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance (Vizarat-i Farhang va
Irshad-i Islami), and the Islamic Propagation Organization (Sazman-i Tablighat-i Islami).
Furthermore, these ideas were disseminated among Turkish readers through Turkish-
language publications such as Islam Cagrisi, Keyhdan Tiirk? (the Turkish-language edition of
Keyhan), Cumhiir-i Islamf, and Kudiis Yolu.

Iran’s policy of exporting the revolution developed not merely as a one-directional
process doctrinally formulated by the Iranian government, but within a multilayered
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framework in which groups in different countries that were interested in Iran and
emphasized the “Islamic” character of its regime also contributed, consciously or
unconsciously. In this context, Islamic movements in Turkey were likewise influenced by
this perspective and became subject to various processes of cultural interaction and
ideological influence. At the same time, certain groups, motivated by the aim of
implementing the Iranian model of governance in Turkey, engaged in both legal and
illegal activities.

Keywords: History of Islamic Sects, Iran, Turkey, Export of the Revolution, Islamism.



iran’in Suriye i¢ Savasindaki Vekil Giig Stratejisi: Afgan ve Pakistanl Siilerin ve
Miiltecilerin Dini ve Ekonomik Motivasyonlar1

Dr. Ogr. Uyesi Faruk MERGEN®’

Bu bildiri, iran’in Afganistan ve Pakistan kdkenli Sii miiltecileri Suriye i¢ savasinda vekil
askeri glic olarak kullanma stratejisini konu edinmektedir. Kapsam olarak, basta
Fatimiyy(in Tugay1 (Afgan Siiler) ve Zeynebiyy(in Tugay1 (Pakistanl Siiler) olmak tizere
iki ana vekil glic yapisimn kurulus siiregleri, teskilat yapilari, Suriye sahasindaki
faaliyetleri ve 2024 itibariyla ulastiklar1 durum ele alinmaktadir. Ayrica iran’da yasayan
yaklasik {ic milyon Afgan gé¢menin sosyo-ekonomik konumu da degerlendirilmektedir.
Bildirinin amaci, iran’in bu miilteci kitlesini hangi mekanizmalarla harekete gecirdigini
analiz etmek ve stratejinin Sii mezhebi dayanismasi ile ekonomik caresizlik arasindaki
iliskiyi nasil insa ettigini ortaya koymaktir. Yontem olarak nitel arastirma desenine
dayanan calismada, akademik raporlar, saha miilakatlari, iran resm? haber kaynaklari ve
uluslararasi diistince kuruluglarimin analizleri kullamlmis, betimleyici ve karsilastirmal
bir analiz benimsenmistir. Bu calisma, fran’in vekil gii¢ stratejisini yalmizca asker? bir
miidahale araci olarak degil, ayni zamanda kendi topraklarindaki miilteci krizini yonetme
ve Sil ideolojisini bdlgeye yayma cabasi olarak ele almasi bakimindan énem arz
etmektedir. iran’in Afgan ve Pakistanl $il miiltecileri Suriye’ye yonlendirirken iki temel
motivasyonu kullandigim gostermektedir: birincisi, miiltecilerin yasal giivencesizlik,
yoksulluk ve sinir dis1 edilme korkusu gibi ekonomik ve hukuki kirilganliklary; ikincisi ise
Seyyide Zeyneb Tiirbesi'ni koruma gerekgesiyle insa edilen dini sorumluluk ve cihat
soylemidir. Vaat edilen vatandaslik, konut ve diizenli gelir gibi tesviklerin biiyiik 6lciide
karsiliksiz kaldig1, tugaylarda 14-17 yas arasi cocuklarin da silah altina alindigi ve kayip
sayilarinin 2,000 ila 20.000 arasinda degistigi tespit edilmistir. Zeynebiyy{in savascilarinin
egitim diizeyi Fatimiyy(in’a gdre belirgin sekilde yiiksek olmakla birlikte, her iki grup da
Esed rejiminin diisiisii sonrasi Irak’a tasinmak zorunda kalmustir. Bildiri, iran’in bu
stratejisinin mezhebi bir vekalet savasindan G6te, ayni zamanda bir miilteci ySnetim
mekanizmasi oldugu sonucuna varmaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: iran, Afganistan, Pakistan, Suriye, Fatimiyyun, Zeynebiyyun, Siilik,
Seyyide Zeynep Tiirbesi.
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Iran’s Proxy Force Strategy in the Syrian Civil War: Religious and Economic
Motivations of Afghan and Pakistani Shi‘is and Refugees

Asst. Prof. Dr. Faruk MERGEN3?

This article examines Iran’s strategy of using Shi‘i refugees of Afghan and Pakistani origin
as proxy military forces in the Syrian civil war. Within this scope, the establishment
processes, organizational structures, activities in the Syrian field, and their situation as
of 2024 of two main proxy force structures, primarily the Fatimiyyiin Brigade (Afghan
Shi‘s) and the Zaynabiyytn Brigade (Pakistani Shi‘s), are addressed. Additionally, the
socio-economic position of approximately three million Afghan immigrants living in Iran
is evaluated. The aim of the paper is to analyze the mechanisms through which Iran
mobilizes this refugee mass and to reveal how the strategy constructs the relationship
between Shi‘ sectarian solidarity and economic desperation. In the study, which is based
on a qualitative research design as its method, academic reports, field interviews, official
Iranian news sources, and analyses by international think tanks were used, and a
descriptive and comparative analysis was adopted. This study is significant in that it
addresses Iran’s proxy force strategy not only as a means of military intervention but also
as an effort to manage the refugee crisis within its own territory and to spread Shi‘
ideology in the region. It demonstrates that Iran used two main motivations when
directing Afghan and Pakistani Shii refugees to Syria; first, the economic and legal
vulnerabilities of the refugees, such as legal insecurity, poverty, and fear of deportation;
second, the discourse of religious responsibility and jihad constructed on the grounds of
protecting the Sayyida Zaynab Shrine. It has been determined that the promised
incentives such as citizenship, housing, and regular income were largely provided, that
children between the ages of 14 and 17 were also recruited into the brigades, and that the
number of casualties ranged between 2,000 and 20,000. Although the education level of
Zaynabiyytn fighters is significantly higher than that of Fatimiyyiin fighters, both groups
had to move to Iraq after the fall of the Assad regime. The paper concludes that this
strategy of Iran is not only a sectarian proxy war but also a refugee management
mechanism,

Keywords: Iran, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Syria, Shi‘a, Fatimiyytin, Zaynabiyyiin, Sayyida
Zaynab Shrine.
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iran’in Mezhepleri Yakinlagtirma Gabalarinin Bir Uriinii Olarak “el-Mecma‘u’l
‘Alem{ li’t-Takrib Beyne’l-Mezahibi’l-islamiyye” Kurumu

Bayram KEKLIK*

Takribu’l-mezahib kavramiyla mezheplerin birbiri hakkinda dogru bilgi edinmesi,
olumsuz diisiince ve degerlendirmelerden uzak durulmasi, ortak amagclar etrafinda
birlikte hareket edilmesi kastedilmektedir. islam cografyasinda 20. yiizyilin ortalarindan
itibaren bu gayeyle pek ¢ok adim atilmistir. S6z konusu faaliyetlerin kahir ekseriyeti
franh Sif ulemanin ¢abalariyla hayata gecirilmistir. Bilhassa 1979 iran Devrimi'nden sonra
bu faaliyetlerde ciddi bir ivme yasanmistir. Haddizatinda 1979 iran Devrimi’nin {izerine
insa edildigi séylem de Takribu'l-mezahib sdylemiyle aym kapiya ¢ikan “vahdet”
soylemidir. Gerek devrimin lideri Ayetullah Humeyni'nin, gerekse devrimin ideologlar:
olan Ayetullah Bur(icerdi, Mutahhari, Behesti, Talekini, Ali Serfati gibi diger isimlerin
eserlerine ve sdylemlerine bakildig1 zaman, en ¢ok 6ne ¢ikan sdylemin “vahdet” sdylemi
oldugu acikca miisahede edilecektir. Nitekim bizzat devrimin lideri Humeyni
Miisliimanlarin vahdeti adina bazi adimlar atmistir, Bunlardan biri Diinya “Kudiis Glinii”,
digeri ise giiniimiizde iran’daki takrib calismalarinin temelini olusturan “Vahdet Giinii”
uygulamasi olmustur. Humeyni'nin yerine dini rehberlige gecen Ayetullah Ali Himenel
de ayni ¢izgiyi devam ettirmistir. Bizzat Himenei'nin eliyle 1992 yilinda “el-Mecma‘u’l-
‘Alemi it Takrib Beyne’l-Mezahibi'l-islamiyye” adiyla iran’da mezhepleri yakinlastirma
amacli resmi bir kurum kurulmustur.

“el-Mecma‘u’l-Alemi li't-Takrib Beyne’l-Mezahibi'l-islamiyye” kurumu daha &nce
Misir'da kurulmus ama varligini giinimiize kadar devam ettirememis olan “Diru’t
Takrib” kurumu ile ayni metodolojiyi benimsemistir. Bu kurumun bir televizyon kanali,
“Taghrib.org” adinda aktif bir internet sitesi, Risdletii’t-Takrib, Pik Takrib ve Ahbdru’t-Takrib
isimleriyle siireli dergileri, “Cami‘atii’l-Mezahibi'l-islimiyye/Danisgah-i Mezahib-i
Islami” adiyla bir de {iniversitesi vardir. Kurumun en faal oldugu alanlardan biri de
“mu’temerat” bashigi altinda diizenlemis oldugu uluslararasi “vahdet” toplantilaridir, Bu
toplantilarda dile getirilen mesajlarin ortak igerigi ise “Takrib” diistincesidir.

iran’da halihazirda yasanan krize ragmen kurum -her ne kadar eskisi kadar yogun olmasa
da- faaliyetlerini yiiriitmeye devam etmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: islam Mezhepleri Tarihi, iran, $ia, Takribu’l-Mezahib.
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The “al-Majma° al-‘Alami li-1-Taqrib bayna al-Madhahib al-Islamiyya”
Institution as A Product of Iran’s Efforts to Bring Islamic Schools of Thought
Closer Together

Bayram KEKLIK*

The concept of “taqrib al-madhahib” (Bringing the Schools of Thought Closer Together)
refers to acquiring accurate information about different schools of thought, avoiding
negative thoughts and evaluations, and acting together around common goals. In the
Islamic world, many steps have been taken towards this goal since the mid-20th century.
The vast majority of these activities have been realized through the efforts of Iranian Shi‘i
scholars. These activities gained significant momentum, particularly after the 1979
Iranian Revolution. In fact, the discourse upon which the 1979 Iranian Revolution was
built is the same as the discourse of “unity,” which leads to the same conclusion as “taqrib
al-madhahib.” When examining the works and discourses of both the revolution’s leader,
Ayatollah Khumayni, and its ideologues such as Ayatollah Burdjirdi, Mutahhari, Bihishti,
Taligani, ‘Ali Shari‘ati, etc., one can clearly observe that the most prominent discourse is
that of “unity.” Indeed, the leader of the revolution, Khumayni himself, took some steps
in the name of Muslim unity. One of these was World “Jerusalem Day,” and the other was
the “Unity Day” practice, which forms the basis of rapprochement efforts in Iran today.
Ayatollah ‘Ali Khamina’i, who succeeded Khumayni as religious leader, continued this
same line. In 1992, Khamina’l himself established an official institution in Iran called “al-
Majma* al-‘Alami li--Taqrib bayna al-Madhahib al-Islamiyya” (The International Council
for Promoting Rapprochement Between Islamic Schools of Thought).

The “al-Majma‘ al-‘Alami li-1-Taqrib bayna al-Madhahib al-Islamiyya” adopted the same
methodology as the “Dar al-Taqrib” institution, which had been established in Egypt but
did not survive to the present day. This institution has a television channel, an active
website called “Taghrib.org”, periodicals titled Risalat al-Taqrib, Payk-i Taqrib, and
Akhbar al-Taqrib, and a university called “Jami‘at al-Madhahib al-Islamiyya/Danishgah-i
Madhahib-i Islami”. One of the institution’s most active areas of work involves the
international “unity” meetings it organizes under the title “mu’tamarat”. The common
content of the messages expressed in these meetings is the “Taqrib” ideology.

Despite the current crisis in Iran, the institution continues its activities—albeit not as
intensely as before.

Keywords: History of Islamic Sects, Iran, Shi‘a, Taqrib al-Madhzhib.
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ittifak ve ihtilaf Déngiisii Baglaminda Pehlevi Hanedani Dénemi Devlet-Ulema
iligkileri

Dr. Ogr. Uyesi Murat CELEP*!

fran’da Riza Han tarafindan Kacar Hanedanina son verilmek suretiyle tesis edilen Pehlevi
Hanedani dénemi basta siyasi ve kiiltiirel olmak iizere hemen her alanda oldukca 6nemli
doéniistimlerin yasandig1 bir dénemi ifade etmektedir. Bu baglamda Riza Sah Pehlevi
dséneminde gergeklestirilen reform niteligini haiz politika ve uygulamalarla iran’in siyasi,
sosyal ve kiiltiirel hayat1 bundan dnce goériilmemis gelismelere sahne olmustur. Ulus
devlet insa siireci ve modernizasyon eksenli politika ve uygulamalarin baskin oldugu bu
dénemde dinf alan da bundan miistesna kalmarms ve basértiistiniin kaldirilmasi, kilik-
kiyafet kanunu ve modern yargi sisteminin olusturulmas: gibi bazi uygulamalarla
dzellikle din adamlarinin niifuzu azaltilmaya calisilmistir. Ancak bu gelismeler devlet ve
dini yapilar arasinda derin ¢apli ayrisma ve catismalar1 da beraberinde getirmistir.
Bununla birlikte Riza Sah’in tesis ettigi otoriter yonetim, diger alanlarda oldugu gibi dini
alandaki aykir1 sesleri de bastirmis ve dinf yapilar 6nemli 6l¢iide devlet mekanizmasinin
kontrolii ya da takibi altina girmistir. ikinci Diinya Savasi sirasinda iran’in ingiltere ve
Sovyet Rusya tarafindan isgali ve Riza Sah Pehlevi’'nin bu devletler tarafindan istifaya
zorlanarak tahttan oglu Muhammed Riza lehine feragat etmesi (Eyliil 1941), iran’da yine
dnemli gelismelere sahne olacak sonuglar dogurmustur. Bu kapsamda savas siiresince
fran’in miittefik devletlerce isgal altinda tutulmas1 ve Muhammed Riza Sah'in oldukca
geng ve dolayisiyla devlet idaresinde sinirl tecriibeye sahip olmasi gibi faktdrlerin de bir
araya gelmesiyle Riza Sah déneminde yasam sansi bulamayan veya bastirilan farkl
diisiince ve yapilar yeniden siyasi, sosyal ve kiiltiirel alanda varlik gdstermeye
baslamistir. Bu baglamda Miittefik Devletlerin iran’dan ¢ikmalarindan sonra s6z konusu
lilkenin siyasi arenasinda dini yapilar daha goriiniir olmaya ve &zellikle Ayetullah
Kasani’nin 6ne ¢iktigi bu dénemlerde iran’da din? egilimlerin etkisi giderek artmaya
baslamistir. Musaddik darbesi (Agustos 1953) ve ardindan Muhammed Riza Sah’in
iktidarini saglamlastirmasiyla birlikte ise devletin dinf yapilara ySnelik yaklasimi yeniden
bir déniistime ugramistir. Bu déniisiimde Muhammed Riza Sah’in sol ve sekiiler demokrat
bir tona sahip milliyetci hareketlerden duydugu tehdit algis1 oldukga etkili olmustur. Zira
Sah, tehdit algisina sahip oldugu bu iki gruba karsi dinf yapilar1 dogal bir miittefik olarak
gdrmiistiir. Nitekim bu dénemlerde Sah, Siflerin en énemli ismi olan Ayetullah Burficerdi
ile de yapici iliskiler gelistirmistir. Bununla beraber &zellikle Ayetullah Buricerdinin
1961 yilindaki dliimiiyle Sah, iilkede dini yapilarin biiyiik tepkisini ¢ekecek Ak Devrim
programini uygulamaya koymustur. Bu program ise Iran'da Islimi Devrimi
gerceklestirecek olan Humeyni'nin 6zellikle muhafazakar Sif toplum tizerindeki etkisini
artiracak paradoksal bir sonu¢ dogurmustur. Neticede ittifak ve ihtilaf déngiisii igerisinde
degerlendirilebilecek olan Pehleviler dénemi din-devlet iliskileri etkisi giiniimiize kadar
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hissedilen énemli sonuglarin gerekgelerini olusturmustur. Séz konusu déngiide devlet
mekanizmasi etken bir konuma sahip olmusken bu durum 1979 yilinda gerceklesen islami
Devrim’le birlikte radikal bir sekilde degismis ve din/dini yapilar edilgen konumdan
cikarak/cikarilarak tek etken aktor olarak devletin kendisini ele gecirmistir. Bu ¢alisma
iran’da Pehleviler Hanedani déneminde cesitli i¢ ve dis etkenlerle dint alanda hakim olan
ittifak ve ihtilaf dongiisiindeki olgusal déniisiimlerin nedenlerini ve yarattigi sonuglari
mercek altina almay1 amaglamaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: iran, Pehleviler, Dini Yapilar, Govhersad Cami Olayi, Ayetullah
Kasani, Ayetullah Burficerdi.
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State-Ulema Relations during the Pahlavi Dynasty in the Context of the Cycle of
Alliance and Dispute

Asst. Prof. Dr. Murat CELEP*

The Pahlavi dynasty, established in Iran by Rida Khan following the abolition of the Qajar
dynasty, denotes a period characterized by profound transformations across virtually
every sphere, particularly in the political and cultural domains. In this context, the
reform-oriented policies and practices implemented during the reign of Rida Shih
Pahlavi ushered Iran’s political, social, and cultural life into a period of unprecedented
transformation. During this period, characterized by nation-state building and
modernization-oriented policies and practices, the religious sphere was by no means
exempt from these transformations. Through a number of policies and measures-
including the removal of the veil, the introduction of dress regulations, the establishment
of a modern judicial system, and transformations in the education system-efforts were
made, in particular, to curtail the influence of the religious scholars. These developments
also brought about deep divisions and conflicts between the state and religious
institutions. At the same time, the authoritarian style of governance adopted by Rida
Shah suppressed dissenting voices within the religious sphere, as it did in other areas,
while religious institutions came to be placed to a considerable extent under the control
or surveillance of the state apparatus. The Anglo-Soviet occupation of Iran during the
Second World War and the subsequent forced abdication of Rida Shah Pahlavi in favor of
his son, Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, under pressure from these powers in September 1941,
had far-reaching consequences that ushered Iran into yet another period of significant
developments. In this context, the occupation of Iran by the Allied powers throughout
the war, coupled with the fact that Muhammad Rida Shah was still quite young and
consequently had limited experience in state administration, created conditions in which
various ideas and social and political forces that had been suppressed or had been unable
to emerge during the reign of Rida Shah began to reassert themselves in Iran’s political,
social, and cultural spheres. In this context, following the withdrawal of the Allied powers
from Iran, religious actors became increasingly visible in the country’s political arena,
while the influence of religious tendencies in Iran gradually expanded, particularly with
the emergence of figures and groups such as Ayatollah Kashani, Navvab Safavi, and the
Fid@’iyan-i Islam. During this period, the Pahlavi monarchy’s approach toward religious
institutions also underwent a significant transformation. A significant factor underlying
this transformation was Muhammad Rida Shah’s perception of nationalist movements
with leftist and secular-democratic orientations as a threat. Indeed, the Shah regarded
religious institutions as natural allies against these two groups, which he perceived as
threats. Accordingly, during this period, Muhammad Rida Shah developed constructive
relations with Ayatollah Burdjirdi, who was regarded as the most prominent figure in
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Iran’s Shi4i religious milieu. However, following the death of Ayatollah BurdGjirdi in 1961,
the Shah introduced the White Revolution program, which provoked strong opposition
from religious institutions across the country. This program, in turn, produced the
paradoxical effect of strengthening the influence of Khumayni, who would later lead the
Islamic Revolution in Iran, particularly among conservative Shil communities.
Ultimately, the developments in state-religion/ ‘ulama relations during the Pahlavi
period, which can be examined within the framework of a cycle of alliance and dispute,
laid the groundwork for significant consequences whose effects continue to be felt to the
present day. Within this cycle, the state apparatus occupied an active position; however,
this situation changed radically with the Islamic Revolution of 1979, as religion and
religious institutions moved-or were brought-from a passive position to become the
dominant actors, ultimately taking control of the state apparatus itself. This study seeks
to examine the causes and consequences of the transformations in the cycle of alliance
and dispute that characterized state-religion/ ‘ulama relations during the Pahlavi
dynasty in Iran, taking into account the various internal and external factors that shaped
these relations.

Keywords: Rida Shah Pahlavi, Muhammad Rida Shah Pahlavi, Ayatollah Kashani,
Ayatollah Burgjirdi, Ayatollah Khumayni.



Pehlevi Déneminde Kum ilim Havzasinda Sosyal ve Siyasal Déniisiimler (1925-1979)

Dr. Masoud SADRMOHAMMADI*

Kum ilim Havzasi, 1922 yilinda yeniden teskilatlanmasinin ardindan, Pehlevi devletinin
otoriter modernlesme baskisi ile kendi i¢ direnci arasinda sekillenen diyalektik bir siireg
icerisinde, yalnizca dini egitim merkezli ve toplumsal agidan izole bir kurum olmaktan
cikarak modern fran’mn en etkili sosyo-politik giiclerinden birine déniismiistiir. Bu
caligma, 1922-1979 yillar1 arasinda Kum ilim Havzasi'nin yapisal, toplumsal ve siyasal
déniisiim siirecini, 6zellikle de islam Devrimi'nin dini-toplumsal altyapisinin olusumunu
merkeze alarak incelemeyi amaglamaktadir. Arastirma, tarihsel-analitik yéntem esas
alinarak; arsiv belgeleri, birincil kaynaklar ve sosyal tarih calismalarina dayanilarak
hazirlanmistir. Calismanin teorik cercevesi ise tarihsel sosyoloji yaklagimi ile “islam’in
siyasallagsmas1” kavrami temelinde sekillendirilmistir. Bdylece havzanin sekiiler
modernlesme politikalari karsisinda kimligini nasil yeniden tirettigi ve toplumsal aglarini
nasil genislettigi analiz edilmistir.

Arastirma bulgulari, séz konusu dénemin ii¢ temel asamada degerlendirilebilecegini
gostermektedir. {lk asama, Abdiilkerim Hairi Yezd? liderligindeki dénemdir (1922-1941).
Bu siirecte benimsenen ziihd ve ihtiyatl: sessizlik stratejisi, esas itibariyla havzanin yeni
kurumsal yapisini Riza $ah Pehlevi’nin din karsiti politikalar1 karsisinda koruma ve
tahkim etmeye ydnelmistir. Tkinci asama ise Seyyid Hiiseyin Burucerdi liderligindeki
uzlagi ve kurumsal yeniden yapilanma dénemidir (1941-1961). Bu dénemde idar?
reformlar gergeklestirilmis, mali 6zerklik giiclendirilmis, dini diplomasi faaliyetleri
genisletilmis ve havzanin toplumsal niifuzu belirgin bicimde pekistirilmistir. Ugiincii
asama ise Burucerdinin vefatinin ardindan Ruhullah Humeyni 6nderliginde baslayan
radikallesme ve acik siyasal catisma dénemidir (1961-1979). Bu siirecte havzanin fikhi
soylemi, geleneksel-muhafazakar cizgiden siyasal ve yonetsel fikih anlayisina, 6zellikle de
“Velayet-i Fakih” teorisine dogru evrilmistir.

Galismanin sonucunda, Kum ilim Havzasi'min s6z konusu elli yillik siire¢ boyunca mali
bagimsizligini (ser! vergiler sistemi), yaygin teblig aglarini ve carsi ile iniversite
cevreleriyle kurdugu organik iligkileri etkin bicimde kullanarak, Pehlevi
modernlesmesinden dislanmig geleneksel toplumsal kesimleri seferber etmeyi basardig
ve nihayetinde 1979 yilinda iilkenin siyasal yapisim1 doniistiiren baslica muhalefet odag1
héline geldigi tespit edilmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Kum ilim Havzasi, Pehlevi Dénemi, siyasal déniisiimler, Sii
merciiyyet, devlet-toplum iliskisi.
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Social and Political Transformations in the Qum Seminary during the Pahlavi
Period (1925-1979)

Dr. Masoud SADRMOHAMMADj#

This study examines the social, institutional, intellectual, and political transformations
of the Qum Seminary from its establishment to the Islamic Revolution of 1979. Its primary
aim is to explain how the Qom Seminary, initially revived as a center of religious
education, developed into one of Iran’s most significant social and political institutions
under the influence of various internal and external dynamics. The study analyzes this
transformation through three main periods.

During the leadership of Ayatollah ‘Abd al-Karim H2’ir1 Yazdji, the principal priority was
to preserve and stabilize the institutional existence of the seminary in the face of Rida
Shah’s centralizing policies and his efforts to restrict religious institutions. Under
Ayatollah Husayn Burdjirdi, the centralization of Shi‘i religious authority (marja‘iyya) in
Qum, the expansion of financial resources, the nationwide growth of networks of
religious representatives and missionary activities, the development of religious
publishing, and the strengthening of international relations provided the seminary with
anew level of institutional and social capacity.

Following Burdjirdi’s death in 1961, the emergence of a more decentralized structure of
religious authority contributed to greater intellectual and political pluralism within the
seminary. Under the leadership of Ayatollah Khumayni and his students, a segment of the
clerical establishment became directly involved in political struggle. During the same
period, the establishment of new religious institutions, the expansion of philosophical
studies and modern Islamic theology, growing relations with universities, and the use of
modern means of communication further accelerated the transformation of the
seminary.

The article argues that the politicization of the Qum Seminary was not a linear process;
rather, it emerged through the interaction of institutional resilience, the expansion of
social networks, intellectual renewal, and transformations in state-society relations.

Keywords: Qum Seminary, Shi‘i ‘Ulama’, Marja‘iyya, Religion and Politics, Iranian Islamic
Revolution,
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Velayet-i Fakih ve Merciiyyetin Amerikan $ii Diasporasinda Temsili: Shia
Muslim

Dog. Dr. Halide Rumeysa KUCUKONER*s

fran merkezli $if dinf otoritenin etkisi yalnizca Miisliiman toplumlardaki Sitlerle sinirl:
kalmarmus, farkhi cografyalarda olusan Sii diasporalar aracilifiyla yeni toplumsal ve
kurumsal alanlarda da goriiniir hile gelmistir. Veldyet-i Fakih diisiincesi ve merciiyyet
anlayzs1, dzellikle 1979 iran Devrimi sonrasinda iran merkezli Sit dini otoritenin sinir asan
bir nitelige kavusmasinda belirleyici unsurlar olmuslardir. Bu cercevede, cagdas Sii
siyasal diisiincesinde Veldyet-i Fakih, siyasal iktidarin ve jeopolitik karar alma
stireglerinin dogrudan temsilcisi olarak 6ne ¢ikarken; merciiyyet ise daha ¢ok sinir asan
dini mesruiyet tiretimi, toplumsal mobilizasyon ve sembolik otorite ingasi iizerinden
siyasal stirecler tizerinde etkide bulunmaktadir. S6z konusu ikili otorite yapisi, diaspora
topluluklarinda dini aidiyetin, siyasal sdylemin ve kurumsal temsil bicimlerinin nasil
sekillendigini anlamak bakimindan énemli bir kavramsal zemin sunmaktadir. Bu stireg,
Bati toplumlarinda yasayan $il topluluklarin dini aidiyetlerinin sekillenmesi, dini
otoriteyle iliskilerinin yeniden tanimlanmasi ve mezhebi kimliklerinin kurumsal yapilar
lizerinden yeniden {iretilmesi bakimindan dikkat cekici bir arastirma alam ortaya
¢ikarmaktadir,

Bu calisma, Amerika Birlesik Devletleri’nde iran kékenli niifusun en yogun yasadigi ve bu
yoniiyle $il diasporanin en gdriiniir merkezlerinden biri hiline gelen California’daki Sit
kurumsallagsmay1 incelemektedir, Bu kapsamda, Giiney Kaliforniya’da faaliyet gdsteren ve
bolgedeki farkli Sif cami, Islam merkezi ve topluluk organizasyonlarini ortak bir ¢ati
altinda bir araya getiren Shia Muslim Council of Southern California arastirmanin temel
orneklemi olarak segilmistir. S6z konusu kurumun segilmesinde, yalnizca bélgedeki Sit
topluluklar arasinda kurumsal koordinasyonu saglayan bir yapi olmasi degil, aym
zamanda dini etkinlikleri, egitim faaliyetleri ve kamuoyuna y6nelik agiklamalariyla Sit
kimligin kamusal goriintirliigiine katki sunan etkili bir aktér konumunda bulunmasi da
belirleyici olmustur.

Arastirmamn temel sorusu, Amerikan Sii diasporasinda faaliyet gosteren kurumsal
yapilarin Veldyet-i Fakih ve merciiyyet ile diaspora baglaminda hangi s6ylem, ritiiel ve
kurumsal pratikler araciligiyla gériiniir hale geldigi ve iran merkezli dinf otoriteyle nasil
bir iliski kurdugudur. Bu baglamda calisma, Shia Muslim Council of Southern
California'nin kamuoyuna acik agiklamalari, kurumsal metinleri, dijital platformlarda
paylastig1 icerikler ile diizenledigi dini ve egitsel faaliyetler iizerinden, kurumun iran
merkezli Sif dinf otoriteyle kurdugu iliskinin izlerini ortaya koymayi amaglamaktadir.
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Arastirmanin 6n inceleme bulgulari, s6z konusu kurumun &zellikle fran’a iliskin giincel
gelismeler sonrasinda yayimladigi agiklamalarda Amerika Birlesik Devletleri tarafindan
oldiiriilen Ali Himenel'yi source of spiritual authority and religious guidance / manevi
otorite ve dini rehberligin kaynag seklinde tanimladigini gostermektedir. Bu ifade,
kurumun yalmzca etnik veya kiiltiirel dayanisma temelinde faaliyet gdsteren bir diaspora
organizasyonu olmadigini; ayni zamanda iran merkezli Sii dini otoritenin diaspora
baglamindaki sembolik ve kurumsal temsiline aracilik eden bir yapt olarak
degerlendirilebilecegini de ortaya koymaktadir.

Bu ¢alisma, ¢agdas Sif diasporalarda dini otoritenin yeniden iiretimi, merciiyyetin sinr
asan kurumsallasmasi ve Veldyet-i Fakih disiincesinin Bati1 toplumlarindaki Sii
topluluklar iizerindeki etkisini mezhepler tarihi perspektifinden ele alarak, iran
cografyasinda sekillenen dini otorite anlayisinin diaspora baglamindaki yansimalarina
katki sunmay1 hedeflemektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Velayet-i Fakih, Merciiyyet, Amerikan Sii Diasporasi, Shia Muslim
Council, Din? Otorite, iran.
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The Representation of Wilayat al-Faqih and Marja‘iyya in the American Shi‘i
Diaspora: The Case of the Shia Muslim Council

Assoc. Prof. Halide Rumeysa KUGUKONER*¢

The influence of Iran-centered Shi‘i religious authority has extended beyond Shi‘i
populations in Muslim societies, becoming visible in new social and institutional settings
through diasporic communities across diverse geographical contexts. The doctrine of
wilayat al-fagih (guardianship of the jurist) and the institution of marja‘iyya (religious
authority vested in scholars recognized as sources of emulation) have played pivotal roles
in the transnational expansion of Iran-centered Shi‘ religious authority, particularly
since the Iranian Revolution of 1979, Within contemporary Shi‘i political thought, wilayat
al-fagih constitutes a direct locus of political power and geopolitical decision-making,
whereas marja‘iyya influences political processes primarily through the transnational
production of religious legitimacy, social mobilization, and the construction of symbolic
authority. This dual structure of authority provides an important conceptual framework
for understanding how religious belonging, political discourse, and forms of institutional
representation take shape within diasporic communities. These dynamics open up a
significant field of inquiry into the formation of religious belonging among Shi4i
communities in Western societies, the reconfiguration of their relationships with
religious authority, and the reproduction of their confessional identities through
institutional structures.

This study examines Shi‘ institutionalization in California, which is home to the largest
concentration of people of Iranian origin in the United States and has consequently
emerged as one of the most visible centers of the Shi‘i diaspora. It takes the Shia Muslim
Council of Southern California, an umbrella organization bringing together various Shii
mosques, Islamic centers, and community organizations in the region, as its principal
case study. The Council was selected not only because it facilitates institutional
coordination among local Shii communities, but also because it plays an influential role
in enhancing the public visibility of Shi‘i identity through religious events, educational
activities, and public statements.

The central research question concerns the discourses, rituals, and institutional practices
through which wilayat al-faqih and marja‘iyya find expression within organizations
operating in the American Shi‘l diaspora, and the relationships these organizations
establish with Iran-centered religious authority. Accordingly, the study examines the
Council’s public statements, institutional documents, digital content, and religious and
educational activities to identify manifestations of its relationship with Iran-centered
Shi‘ religious authority.
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Preliminary findings indicate that, in statements issued particularly in response to recent
developments concerning Iran, the Council described ‘Ali Khamina’i, who was killed by
the United States, as a “source of spiritual authority and religious guidance.” This
characterization suggests that the Council may be understood not merely as a diaspora
organization grounded in ethnic or cultural solidarity, but also as an institutional
intermediary through which Iran-centered Shi‘i religious authority is symbolically and
institutionally represented in the diasporic context.

By examining the reproduction of religious authority in contemporary Shi‘ diasporas,
the transnational institutionalization of marja‘iyya, and the influence of wilayat al-faqih
on Shii communities in Western societies, this study seeks to contribute to an
understanding of how forms of religious authority developed in Iran find expression in
diasporic settings. It approaches these questions from the disciplinary perspective of the
history of Islamic sects and schools of thought.

Keywords: Wilayat al-Faqgih, Marja‘iyya, American Shi‘i Diaspora, Shia Muslim Council,
Religious Authority, Iran.



Miicteba Himenei ve Yeni Rehberlik Tartigsmalar:

Prof. Dr. Cemil HAKYEMEZY’

fran Islam Cumhuriyeti'nin ikinci rehberi Ali Himenei'nin 28 Subat 2026 tarihinde ABD
ve Israil saldirilar1 sonucu 8ldiiriilmesi ve oglu Miicteba Himenei'nin kisa bir siire sonra,
8 Mart 2026'da yeni rehber olarak ilan edilmesi, Sii siyasi diisiincesinin énemli
asamalarindan birini temsil etmektedir.

Rehberlik ve onun bagh oldugu veldyet-i fakih sistemi, Siilik icerisinde dini ve siyasi
yetkilerin tek bir elde toplandigi bir makamdir, Yaklasik 47 yildan beri diinyanin énde
gelen islam iilkelerinden birinin yonetim sekli olmaya devam etmektedir. Bu yéniiyle
dzglin olup degisen sartlara uygun olarak zaman igerisinde birtakim degisikliklere maruz
kalmustir. ikinci Rehber Ali Himenei'nin secilmesiyle ilgili yenilenen sartlar, bunlardan
en dnemlisidir. Ancak onun vefatiyla birlikte ortaya cikan 6zel durum, sistem tizerinde
sartlarin tekrar gézden gecirilmesine neden olmustur. Ali Himenei'nin 6liimiinden kisa
bir siire sonra oglu MiictebA Himenel Uzmanlar Meclisi tarafindan rehber olarak
secilmistir, Bu durum, rehberlikte veraset meselesi basta olmak {izere rehberin se¢imini
ve rehberde bulunmasi gereken sartlari tekrar tartigmaya agmistir, Miictebd Himenei’'nin
liyakat, fakih olarak yeterliligi, secimi, halkla olan baglantisi, siyasi iliskileri ve gizliligi
bunlar arasinda en dikkat ¢cekenleridir.

Miicteba Himenel'nin rehber olarak secilmesinde dikkat ¢eken diger dnemli hususlardan
biri de Devrim Muhafizlari'nin idare iizerinde gittikce artan etkisidir. Ozellikle muhalif
kesimler bu se¢imi, Devrim Mubhafizlari'min etkisindeki yénetimi mesrulastirma araci
olarak gormektedir. Olaganiistii sartlarda acil bir durumda yapilan bu secimle
mesruiyetin olusmayacagini iddia etmektedirler. Ustelik Sit diinyada dini iktidar1 temsil
eden bazi merci-i taklidlerin de bu konuda benzer gériisleri ifade ettikleri goriilmektedir.
Meseleye bir de Miicteba’nin gizliligi eklenince isler daha da karmasik hale gelmektedir.
On fkinci imam’in gaybetine benzetilen bu gizli kalma halinin, bir kriz yénetim aracina
donistiiriiliip veldyet-i fakih sisteminin ¢oziilmesinin engellenmeye cahisildigi gibi
iddialar da glindemden diismemektedir. Aradan aylar gecmesine ragmen bir tiirlii
gozilkmemesi, onun gercekten yasayip yasamadigiyla ilgili siipheleri daha da
artirmaktadir. Bundan dolay1 olsa gerek, Cumhurbaskani Mesud Pezeskiyan, 10 Agustos
2026’da kendisiyle 7 saatlik bir gériisme yaptigini beyan etmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: iran, Kur’ancilik, Cagdas iran, Islahat, thya, Sia.
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Mujtaba Khamina’i and Debates Surrounding the New Supreme Leadership

Prof. Cemil HAKYEMEZ*®

The assassination of ‘Ali Khamina’i, the second Supreme Leader of the Islamic Republic
of Iran, on February 28, 2026, as a result of US and Israeli attacks, and the subsequent
declaration of his son, Mujtaba Khamina’i, as the new Supreme Leader shortly thereafter
on March 8, 2026, represent a significant turning point in Shi‘ political thought.

The Supreme Leadership and the system of vildyat-i fagih (Guardianship of the Islamic
Jurist) to which it is bound constitute an institution in Shi‘ism where religious and
political authority are consolidated in a single authority. For approximately 47 years, it
has continued to serve as the form of governance for one of the world’s leading Islamic
nations. In this respect, it is unique and has undergone various modifications over time
in response to evolving conditions. The updated qualifications surrounding the election
of the second Supreme Leader, ‘Al Khamina’i, are among the most prominent of these
changes. However, the extraordinary circumstances that emerged with his passing have
necessitated a re-evaluation of these criteria within the system. Shortly after the death
of ‘Ali Khamina’i, his son Mujtaba Khamina’i was elected as the Supreme Leader by the
Assembly of Experts. This development has reopened debates regarding the selection of
the Supreme Leader and the requisite qualifications for the position, most notably the
issue of hereditary succession in the Supreme Leadership. Among the most remarkable
aspects of these debates are Mujtaba Khamina’i’s merit, his competence as a jurist (fagih),
the nature of his election, his connection with the public, his political relationships, and
his reclusiveness.

Another noteworthy dimension in Mujtaba Khamina’T’s election as Supreme Leader is the
growing influence of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) over the
administration. Opposition groups, in particular, view this election as a tool to legitimize
an administration dominated by the IRGC. They contend that legitimacy cannot be
established through an emergency election conducted under extraordinary
circumstances. Furthermore, certain mardgji¢ al-taqlid (sources of emulation) representing
religious authority in the Shit world have expressed similar views on this matter.

The issue becomes even more convoluted when compounded by Mujtaba’s state of
reclusiveness. Allegations persist that this secrecy—likened to the Occultation (ghayba)
of the Twelfth Imam—is utilized as a crisis management strategy aimed at preventing the
dissolution of the vilayat-i fagih system. The fact that he has failed to make any public
appearance despite the passage of months has heightened suspicions regarding whether
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he is actually alive. Presumably in response to these doubts, President Mas‘tid Pizishkiyan
declared on August 10, 2026, that he had conducted a seven-hour meeting with him.

Keywords: Islamic Republic of Iran, Supreme Leader, Mujtaba Khamina’i, Vilayat-i Faqih,
Shi‘.



Mesrutiyet Sonrasi iran’da $if Diisiincede Islah ve Reform Cabalar:: Sengelect,
Hakemizade ve Kesrevi

Ars. Gor. Mehmet Vehbi YAVUZ*

Kacarlar déneminin sonlari, bilhassa mesrutiyetin ilamm takip eden siireg, Sif diistincede
yenilikci fikirlerin giindeme geldigi bir zaman dilimi olarak da gbze carpmaktadir.
Mesrutiyet tartigmalar: esnasinda ulemanin benimseyecegi tutum konusunda bir birlik
olusmamus, ser? hiikiimlerden taviz verilecegini diisiinen bir kesim mesrutiyet karsiti bir
tavir takinirken, seriatin gerekliliklerinin gozetildigi bir ortamda mesrutiyetin
uygulanabilecegini savunan kesim ise sinirli bir siire de olsa bu harekete destek vermistir.
Bu d6énemde Onceleri mesrutiyete destek verirken sonrasinda bu destegini geri ¢eken
Seyh Fazlullah N{ri (6. 1909), mesrutiyet hareketinin ulema icerisinde destek bulmasini
saglayan Esedullah Harakani (6. 1936) ve Seyh HAd! Necmabadi (6. 1902) gibi isimler
Snemlidir.

Mesrutiyet tartismalar1 siyasal 1slah arayislarini giindeme getirirken, bahsi gecen
ulemanin dini sahada giindeme getirdigi fikirler de sonraki dénemde Sia'nin temel
kabullerinin dahi sorgulanacag bir fikri zeminin olusmasina katkida bulunmustur. Bu
cercevede Seriat Sengelect (6. 1944), Ali Ekber Hakemizade (8. 1987) ve Ahmed Kesrevi (6.
1946), dénemin dikkat ceken isimleri arasinda yer almaktadir. Hemen hemen aym
tarihlerde faaliyet gdsteren bu isimlerden Sengeleci, ulema igerisinden Sia’min temel
kabullerine elestiriler yonelten bir isim olmasi hasebiyle 6nemlidir. Kendisinden 6nceki
dénemde yenilikgi fikirleriyle 6n plana cikan isimlerden etkilenen, kimi arastirmacilar
tarafindan Vehhabilik etkisinde de kaldig1 sGylenen Sengelect, molla sinifina mensup bir
aileden gelmesi dolayisiyla bir anlamda $ia’ya iceriden elestiriler yoneltmis ve Tahran’da
yenilikgi fikirleriyle glindemde kalmistir.

Benzer sekilde ulema sinifina mensup bir ailenin evladi olarak Kum’da diinyaya gelen ve
babasinin kurdugu Razeviyye Medresesi'nde tahsil géren Hakemizade, Esrar-1 Hezar Sale
adli eseriyle bilhassa Kum ve Tahran’daki Sii ulemanin tepkisini ¢cekmistir, Hakemizide,
1943 yilinda yayimlanan eserinde Sii kabullere elestiriler getirmis, din adamlarinin
konumunu tartismaya agmus, hatta imamet fikrinin dahi bir inang meselesi olarak
anlasilmasinin - dogru olmadigini  savunmustur. Humeyni'nin bu esere reddiye
mahiyetinde Kesfu'l-Esrar't kaleme almis olmasi, Hakemizide'nin bu dénemde
uyandirdig1 etkinin ne denli dikkat cekici oldugunu gostermektedir.

Bahsi gecen dénemde hem siyasi hem de dini alandaki yenilikgi fikirleriyle en dikkat
ceken ismin Ahmed Kesrevi oldugu sdylenebilir. Molla sinifina mensup bir ailenin ¢ocugu
olarak diinyaya gelmesine ragmen kendi ifadesiyle “bu gdmlegi {izerinden ¢ikaran”

*  Yalova Universitesi, {lahiyat Fakiiltesi, islam Mezhepleri Tarihi Anabilim Dali
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7971-3948, mehmet.yavuz@yalova.edu.tr


https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7971-3948
mailto:mehmet.yavuz@yalova.edu.tr

fran Cografyasinda Mezheb? Yapi ve Toplumsal Dinamikler: Sempozyumu Bildiri Ozetleri Kitabi + 83

Kesrevi, dénemin $il ulemasinin tam karsisinda pozisyon almistir. Bunun yaninda
ulemaya yonelik keskin bir muhalif sdylem gelistirmesi de onu digerlerinden daha radikal
bir noktaya tasimaktadir. Cikardigi Percem gazetesi ve Peyman dergisinin yaninda sayist
yiizii asan eserleri yoluyla fikirlerini halkla bulusturan Kesrevi, ayni zamanda Pakdiniyan
yahut Bahemad-1 Azadegan adim verdigi topluluga da 6nciiliik etmis, bu meyanda siyas?
bir figiir olarak da iran’in uzun yillar giindeminde kalmistir. Fedaiyan-1 islam teskilatinin
diizenledigi suikast neticesinde dldiiriilen Kesrevi, Sta’da yenilik¢i diisiincenin reforma
varan boyutuyla éncii isimlerinden biri olarak iran tarihinde yer edinmistir.

Sit ulemaya mensup c¢evrelerde yetisen Sengeleci, Hakemizide ve Kesrevi, Sta’nin temel
inang ve uygulamalarina farkh diizeylerde elestiriler yoneltmeleri bakimindan 6nem arz
etmektedirler. Mesrutiyet sonrasi dénemde dini diisiincede yenilik¢iligin 6nde gelen
isimleri olan bu {i¢ zat, ayr1 zamanda Sii gelenek icerisindeki bir 1slah faaliyetinden
gelenekle baglarin biiyiik 6lgtide kesen bir reform hareketine dogru uzanan bir ¢izgiyi de
temsil etmektedir, Bu cercevede calismamizda s6z konusu ii¢ ismin Sii gelenege
yonelttikleri elestirilerin hangi noktalarda benzerlik arz ettigi, hangi noktalarda ayristigt
ve bu anlamda 1slah diisiincesinden reforma uzanan bu c¢izginin nasil olustugu, kendi
eserleri lizerinde gergeklestirilecek bir icerik analizi ve tarihsel-karsilagtirmali bir
metotla degerlendirilecektir. Arastirma esas olarak Mesrutiyet sonrasi dénemle sinirh
tutulmakla birlikte, ele alinan isimlerin énceki dénemden nasil etkilendiklerini ortaya
koymak amaciyla mevzubahis déneme de basvurulacaktir, Bu baglamda kendilerinden
sonraki déneme nasil bir etkide bulunduklari da yine birincil ve ikincil kaynaklardan elde
edilen veriler 15131nda analiz edilecektir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: iran, Sia, Yenilik¢i Dini Diisiince, Islah, Reform, Sengelec,
Hakemizade, Kesrevi.
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Efforts Towards Islah and Reform in Shi‘i Thought in Post-Constitutional Iran:
Sangalaji, Hakamizada and Kasravi

Res. Asst. Mehmet Vehbi YAVUZ5°

The late Qajar period, particularly the years following the proclamation of constitutional
government, stands out as a time when innovative ideas became prominent in Shi
thought. During the constitutional debates, no consensus emerged among the ‘ulama’
regarding the position they should adopt. While some opposed constitutionalism out of
concern that it would result in compromising the provisions of Islamic law, others
maintained that constitutional government could operate within a framework that
respected the requirements of the shari‘a and therefore supported the movement, albeit
for a limited period. Important figures in this context include Shaykh Fadl Allah Nari (d.
1909), who initially supported constitutionalism but subsequently withdrew his support,
as well as Asad Allah Kharaqani (d. 1936) and Shaykh Hadi Najmabadi (d. 1902), whose
ideas helped foster support for the constitutional movement among the ‘ulama’,

While the constitutional debates brought questions of political reform to the fore, the
religious ideas advanced by these scholars also contributed to the emergence of an
intellectual climate in which even the fundamental tenets of Shi‘ism would subsequently
be questioned. In this context, Shari‘at Sangalaji (d. 1944), ‘Ali Akbar Hakamizada (d.
1987), and Ahmad Kasravi (d. 1946) stand out as notable figures. Active at roughly the
same time as the other two, Sangalaji is significant for having criticized the fundamental
tenets of Shi‘ism from within the ranks of the ‘ulama. Influenced by earlier proponents
of innovative ideas and, according to some researchers, by Wahhabism, Sangalaji came
from a clerical family and thus, in a sense, offered an internal critique of Shi‘ism,
attracting sustained attention in Tehran through his innovative views.

Similarly, Hakamizada was born into a clerical family in Qum and studied at the Ridaviyya
Madrasa, which his father had founded. His work Asrar-i hazar sala provoked opposition,
particularly among the Shi‘i ‘ulam2’ of Qum and Tehran, Published in 1943, the work
criticized accepted Shi‘ beliefs, called the position of the clergy into question, and even
argued that the imamate should not be understood as a matter of faith. Khumayni’s
decision to write Kashf al-asrar as a refutation of this work demonstrates the considerable
impact of Hakamizada’s ideas at the time.

Ahmad Kasravi may be regarded as the most prominent figure of this period in terms of
his innovative ideas in both the political and religious spheres. Although born into a
clerical family, Kasravi, who in his own words had “cast off this robe,” positioned himself
in direct opposition to the Shi‘i ‘ulama of his time. His sharply critical discourse against
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the ‘ulama’ also placed him in a more radical position than the other figures discussed
here. Kasravi disseminated his ideas through his newspaper Parcham, his journal
Payman, and more than a hundred works. He also led a community known as Pakdiniyan
or Bahamad-i Azadigan, thereby remaining a prominent figure in Iranian political life for
many years. Assassinated by members of the Fid@’iyan-i Islam organization, Kasravi
secured a place in Iranian history as a pioneering representative of a strand of innovative
thought within Shi‘ism that extended to radical reform.

Raised in Shi4 clerical circles, Sangalaji, Hakamizada, and Kasravi are significant for the
critiques they directed, to varying degrees, at the fundamental beliefs and practices of
Shi‘ism. As leading proponents of religious innovation in the post-constitutional period,
these three figures also represent a spectrum extending from efforts at renewal (islah)
within the Shi tradition to a reform movement that largely broke with that tradition.
Accordingly, this study will examine the points of convergence and divergence in their
critiques of the Shi4 tradition and explore how this trajectory from islah to reform took
shape, drawing on a content analysis of their own works and a historical-comparative
approach. Although the research will focus primarily on the post-constitutional period,
it will also consider the preceding period to establish how these figures were influenced
by earlier developments. Their influence on subsequent periods will likewise be analyzed
through evidence drawn from primary and secondary sources.

Keywords: Iran, Shi‘ism, Innovative Religious Thought, Islah, Reform, Sangalaji,
Hakamizada, Kasravi.



Modern Dénemde iran’da Ulema Sinifinin Siilik Sorgulamasi ve Kur’an Merkezli
Islahatcgilik

Dog. Dr. Asiye TIGLI®!

Modern dénemde Islamcilik diisiincesinin seyri iginde Islam’in asli kaynaklarina ve
ozellikle de Kur’an’a déniis cagrisi yapan 1slahatci yaklasimlar cokga incelenen ve bilinen
bir konudur. Bu yaklasimlar, bir yandan gelenekle dinin kurumsallagsmasin
Miisliimanlarin geri kalma nedeni olarak goériip tarih icerisinde olusmus yorumlar
sorgularken, diger yandan islam’in ilk kaynaklarina déniip dini diisiincenin yeniden
insasi i¢in caba géstermislerdir. Dinin 8ziinii kesfetme ve Asr-1 Saadet islam'in1 yeniden
ortaya cikarma gayreti neticede Kur’ant merkeze alan calismalari da beraberinde
getirmistir. Ancak bu islahat¢i yaklasimin $ii diinyadaki karsiligi dikkate deger bir
farklilik tasimaktadir. Zira bu yeni arayislarin olusturdugu tartisma ortami iginde baz1 Sit
alimler, Imamiyye Mezhebinin ayrit edici niteliklerini icerden sorgulamaya
baslamuglardir, Sii gelenek iginden yiikselen bu 1slahatci yaklasim; tarihsel rivayetlerin
degerlendirilmesinden baslayarak dinl otoritenin ve mezhebin temel kabullerinin
sorgulanmasina uzanan bir seyir takip etmektedir. 1979 Devrimi sonrasinda ise bu
sorgulama alani daha da genisleyerek mezhebi akidenin Stesine tasinms ve seriat, vahiy
gibi dinin kendisinin konu edinildigi daha genis bir alana yayilmistir.

Bilindigi gibi iran, 1970’lerden itibaren diinyadaki ideolojik hareketlilikten en ciddi pay:
alan iilkelerden biridir. BSyle bir atmosferin etkisiyle Seriati, Mutahhari, Bizergin ve

.....

.....

etmek degil, Sii alim ve diisiiniirlerin kendi mezhepsel kabullerini nasil ve hangi diizeyde
sorguladiklarini mercek altina almaktir, Bu nedenle tebligde ideolojik okuma daha arka
planda kalan bir konu olacaktir. Zira burada asil vurgulanmak istenen husus, mezhebin
icerden sorgulanmasina paralel olarak, “Sii gelenek i¢inden yiikselen elestirilerin hangi

e

alanlara yoneldigi ve nasil derinlestigi” olacaktir.

Bu nedenle sunumun temel amaci, Szellikle 1979 iran islam Devrimi arifesinden
glinlimiize uzanan siirecte dinde ihya ve 1slah ¢abalarini, 6ne ¢ikan bazi 6rnek isimlerden
hareketle ve nitel arastirma yénteminden yararlanarak kisaca ele almaktir. One ¢ikan bu
isimlerin en Snemli 6zelligi geleneksel bir medrese egitiminden ge¢mis olan ulema
sinifindan gelmis olmalar1 ve asina olduklari kendi gelenekleriyle literatiirlerini, Kur'an’t
merkeze alan bir bakisla yeniden degerlendirmeleridir. Elbette Sii gelenekte farkh
tiirlerde 1slahat¢i ve yenilik¢i yaklasimlar séz konusudur. Bu anlamda, Kum ilim
Havzasindan olup islahat¢i yaklasimlarinda imamiyye siirlari icinde kalan Murtaza
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Mutahhari, Allime Tabatabai, Ayetullah Humeyni, Seyyid Muhammed Hiiseyin Behesti
gibi isimler de bu ¢alismanin konusu degildir. Ama burada bahsi gecen Sif islahatgiligin,
Kur’ant merkeze alan; dini 6greti, gelenek ve ritiieller alaninda batil inanglar: tasfiye
etmeye calisan ve tarihi siirecte arka plana itilmis cihad ile emr-i bi'l-ma‘rQf ilkesi gibi
bazi emirleri yeniden ihya etmeye yonelik bir hareket olarak tanimlamak miimkiindiir.
Sonug olarak bu calisma, Sif islahat¢iliginin, mezhep iginde kalan bir sorgulama
olmadigini, zamanla bu simirlar asarak dinin kendisini de konu edinen uzun soluklu bir
sorgulamaya doniistiigiinii ortaya koymayi amaglamaktadir,

Anahtar Kelimeler: iran, Kur’ancilik, Cagdas iran, Islahat, thya.
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The ‘Ulama”’s Questioning of Shi‘ism and Qur’an-Centered Reformism in
Modern Iran

Assoc. Prof. Asiye TIGLI®2

Within modern Islamic thought, reformist movements advocating a return to Islam’s
foundational sources—particularly the Qur’an—have been extensively studied. On the
one hand, these movements have critically examined interpretations that developed over
the course of history, often regarding tradition and the institutionalization of religion as
contributing factors to the decline of Muslim societies. On the other hand, they have
sought to return to the original sources of Islam and reconstruct religious thought on
that basis. The search for the essence of religion and the attempt to recover the Islam of
the formative period—often referred to as the Age of Bliss (‘asr al-sa‘ada)—ultimately
gave rise to Qur’an-centered approaches.

The manifestation of this reformist tendency in the Shi‘i world, however, displays certain
distinctive features. Within the intellectual climate generated by these new approaches,
some Shiq scholars began to critically examine, from within the tradition, the defining
doctrines and assumptions of Twelver Shi‘ism. This current of reform initially focused on
the critical evaluation of historical reports and traditions but gradually expanded to
encompass questions of religious authority and the foundational premises of the sect.
Following the 1979 Iranian Revolution, the scope of this inquiry broadened further,
moving beyond sectarian doctrines to address more fundamental questions concerning
religion itself, including the nature of the shari‘a and revelation.

Iran, as is well known, was one of the countries most profoundly affected by the global
ideological currents of the 1970s. Within this intellectual and political environment,
figures such as ‘Ali Shari‘ati, Murtada Mutahhari, Mahdi Bazargan, and Rah Allzh
Khumayni argued—albeit in different ways—that Shi‘ism possessed the conceptual and
political resources necessary for ideological revitalization. The principal concern of this
study, however, is not how Shi‘ism was reinterpreted in the modern period by these
prominent figures. Rather, it examines how, and to what extent, Shi‘i scholars and
intellectuals critically reassessed the doctrines and assumptions of their own sectarian
tradition. Accordingly, ideological interpretations of Shi‘ism remain secondary to the
present discussion. The primary emphasis is placed on the areas toward which critiques
from within the Shi‘ tradition were directed and on the ways in which these critiques
deepened and changed direction over time.

The main purpose of this presentation, therefore, is to examine briefly the trajectory of
religious revival and reform from the period immediately preceding the 1979 Iranian
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Revolution to the present, focusing on several representative figures through a
qualitative analysis of their writings. A significant feature shared by many of these
thinkers is their connection to the ‘ulama’: they received a traditional madrasa education
and critically reassessed the tradition and literature with which they were intimately
familiar from a Qur’an-centered perspective. It should be noted, however, that Shic
reformism encompasses a variety of approaches and intellectual orientations.

In this respect, figures such as Murtada Mutahhari, ‘Allama Tabataba’i, Ayatollah
Khumayni, Muhammad Mufattih, and Sayyid Muhammad Husayn Bihishti—who were
associated with the Qum seminary and whose reformist projects remained broadly within
the established doctrinal boundaries of Twelver Shi‘ism—fall outside the primary scope
of this study. The strand of Shi‘i reformism examined here may instead be characterized
as a current that places the Qur’an at the center of religious understanding, seeks to
eliminate beliefs and practices regarded as superstitious from religious teachings,
traditions, and rituals, and endeavors to revive principles that had been marginalized
over the course of history, such as jihad and al-amr bi-l-ma‘raf.

Ultimately, this study argues that Shi‘i reformism was not confined to an internal
reassessment of sectarian doctrines. Rather, it gradually moved beyond these boundaries
and developed into a sustained and increasingly fundamental inquiry into the nature of
religion, religious knowledge, authority, the shari‘a, and revelation itself.

Keywords: Qur’an-Centered Reformism, ‘Ulam2’, Shi‘ism, Religious Reform, Religious
Authority, Sectarian Criticism, Islamic Thought.



Humeyn{i’de Vahdetin Sinirlar

Ars. Gor. Dr. Mustafa YUCE®

Bu bildiri, Humeyni'nin Siinnilige bakisini vahdet sdylemi, mezhebi aidiyet, itikad?
kabuller, ibadet pratikleri ve cagdas Siinni devletlere yonelik degerlendirmeleri
cercevesinde incelemektedir. Arastirmanin konusu, Humeyni'nin islam birligi vurgusu ile
Stinnilik hakkindaki elestirel yaklasimi arasindaki iliskinin tespitidir. Bu iliski, onun dini
otorite kimligi, devrimci liderligi ve iran islim Cumhuriyeti’nin kurulus siirecindeki rolii
dikkate alinarak degerlendirilmektedir.

Galisma, Humeyni'nin Siinnilige dair yaklasimini siyaset, itikad ve ibadet alanlari
lizerinden biitinliikli bicimde ele almaktadir. Arastirmanin kapsami, Humeyni'nin
imadmet anlayisi, Islim birligi sdylemi ve cagdas Siinni devletlere yé&nelik
degerlendirmeleriyle sinirlandirilmaktadir, Bu ¢ercevede onun Siinni halklara ve Siinni
y6netimlere yonelik séylemleri birlikte incelenmektedir, Suudi Arabistan, Tiirkiye ve bazi
Arap ydnetimleri hakkindaki degerlendirmeleri, Humeyni'nin Siinni devletlere bakisim
anlamak bakimindan 6zel bir énem tasimaktadir. Clinkii Humeynt, bu yonetimleri salt
siyasi aktorler olarak degerlendirmemektedir. Onlarin dini mesruiyetini, {immetin
bagimsizligina katkisini, Bati ile iliskilerini ve islim diinyasindaki temsil iddialarini da
sorgulamaktadir. Calismanin 6nemi, Humeyni'nin vahdet sdylemiyle tanimmasina
ragmen eserlerinde, fetvalarinda ve konusmalarinda Siinnilige yonelik ciddi elestirilerin
yer almasindan kaynaklanmaktadir. Bu durum, onun birlik anlayisinin simirlarinm
tartismay1 gerekli kilmaktadir. Humeyni'nin Siinnilige yonelik yaklagimi, klasik imami
mirasin modern siyasal sartlar icinde yeniden yorumlanmasi agisindan da énemlidir. Bu
nedenle bildiri, Humeyni'nin vahdet ¢agrisinin hangi dini, mezhebi ve siyasi kayitlar
icinde sekillendigini ortaya koymayi amaclamaktadir. Arastirmamin temel amaci,
Humeyni’nin Siinnilige yonelik yaklasiminda dinf inang alani ile siyasal mesruiyet arayisi
arasindaki iliskiyi ortaya koymaktir. Bu gercevede onun Siinnilere dair siyasi, itikadi ve
ibadet merkezli degerlendirmeleri ele alimmakta, ayrica Stinni devletlere yonelttigi
elestirilerin fran Isldm Devrimi'nin bdlgesel hedefleriyle nasil irtibatlandig
incelenmektedir.

Galismada Islam Mezhepleri Tarihi disiplininin yéntem ilkelerinden fikir-hadise irtibati
ve mukayeseli degerlendirme kullanilmaktadir. Humeyni'nin gériislerinin ortaya ¢iktig
tarihl ve siyasi sartlar dikkate alinmaktadir. Ayrica Humeyni'nin yaklasimlar: klasik
imam? gelenekle karsilastirilmaktadir. Bu karsilastirma, siireklilik ve farklilasma
noktalarini gostermektedir. Arastirma sonucunda Humeyni'nin vahdet séyleminin
Miisliiman toplumlar1 ortak siyasi hedefler etrafinda toplama amaci tasidig
goriilmektedir. Bununla beraber bu séylem, Sii-imami kabuller, velayet-i fakih anlayisi ve

53 Recep Tayyip Erdogan Universitesi, {lahiyat Fakiiltesi, islam Mezhepleri Tarihi
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4535-4043, mustafa.yuce@erdogan.edu.tr



https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4535-4043
mailto:mustafa.yuce@erdogan.edu.tr

fran Cografyasinda Mezhebi Yap ve Toplumsal Dinamikler: Sempozyumu Bildiri Ozetleri Kitabt + 91

devrimci siyaset tarafindan sinirlandirilmaktadir. Siinni devletlere yonelik elestirileri ise
fran islim Devrimi'nin bolgesel etkisini artirma, Siinnl halklari devrimci séyleme
yaklastirma ve mevcut yénetimlerin dini-siyasi mesruiyetini sorgulama c¢abasiyla iligkili
goriinmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: islam Mezhepleri Tarihi, Humeynt, Siilik, Siinnilik, Vahdet, Siinni
Devletler.
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The Limits of Unity in Khumayni

Res. Asst. Dr. Mustafa YUCE>*

This paper examines Khumayni's approach to Sunnism within the framework of his
discourse on Islamic unity, sectarian affiliation, theological doctrines, ritual practices,
and assessments of contemporary Sunni states. The study focuses on identifying the
relationship between Khumayni's emphasis on Islamic unity and his critical approach to
Sunnism, This relationship is evaluated by taking into consideration his identity as a
religious authority, his role as a revolutionary leader, and his involvement in the
establishment of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

The paper offers a comprehensive analysis of Khumayni’s approach to Sunnism across
the political, theological, and ritual spheres. The scope of the study is limited to
Khumayni’s understanding of the Imamate, his discourse on Islamic unity, and his
assessments of contemporary Sunni states. Within this framework, his statements
concerning Sunni populations and Sunni governments are examined together. His
evaluations of Saudi Arabia, Tiirkiye, and certain Arab governments are of particular
significance for understanding his perception of Sunni states. Khumayni did not regard
these governments merely as political actors. He also questioned their religious
legitimacy, their contribution to the independence of the Muslim community, their
relations with the West, and their claims to represent the Islamic world. The significance
of the study lies in the fact that, although Khumayni is widely associated with the
discourse of Islamic unity, his writings, legal opinions, and speeches contain substantial
criticism of Sunnism. This makes it necessary to examine the limits of his conception of
unity. Khumayni’s approach to Sunnism is also significant in terms of the
reinterpretation of the classical Imami heritage under modern political conditions.
Accordingly, this paper aims to determine the religious, sectarian, and political
parameters within which Khumayn’s call for unity was formulated. The principal aim of
the study is to reveal the relationship between the sphere of religious belief and the
pursuit of political legitimacy in Khumaynt's approach to Sunnism. In this context, his
political, theological, and ritual assessments of Sunnis are examined, while the
relationship between his criticism of Sunni states and the regional objectives of the
Iranian Islamic Revolution is also analysed.

The study employs the methodological principles of the History of Islamic Sects,
particularly the relationship between ideas and historical events and comparative
analysis. The historical and political circumstances in which Khumayn’s views emerged
are taken into account. His positions are also compared with the classical Imami tradition
in order to identify points of continuity and differentiation. The study concludes that
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Khumaynt’s discourse on unity sought to mobilise Muslim societies around common
political objectives. At the same time, however, this discourse was circumscribed by Shi‘-
Imami doctrines, the theory of wilayat al-faqih, and revolutionary politics. His criticism
of Sunni states appears to have been closely related to efforts to expand the regional
influence of the Iranian Islamic Revolution, to draw Sunni populations closer to
revolutionary discourse, and to question the religio-political legitimacy of existing
governments.

Keywords: History of Islamic Sects, Khumayni, Shi‘ism, Sunnism, Islamic Unity, Sunni
States.



Cagdas iran Siiliginde Felsefe Karsgitligi ve Yeni Ahbarilik Tartigmalari: Mirza
isfahani’nin Din Yorumu Uzerine Bir inceleme

Dr. Yalgin YONCALIK>

Bu bildiri, cagdas iran Sif diisiincesinde felsefe karsitligi ve “Yeni Ahbarilik” tartismalari
baglaminda Mirza Muhammed Mehdi Garavi isfahani’nin (1885-1946) din yorum bicimini
incelemeyi amaglamaktadir. Necef ilim havzasinda us(li bir egitim alan Mirza isfahéni,
buna ragmen felsefe ve tasavvufa yonelik sert muhalefetiyle XX. yiizyil Sif diisiincesinde
dikkat ceken isimlerden biri olmustur. Onun gériisleri, Meshed ilim havzasinda talebeleri
aracihigiyla yayilmis ve daha sonra “Mekteb-i Tefkik” adiyla anilan yeni bir dinf hareketin
temelini olusturmustur.

Galismada Mirza Isfahini’nin dini diisiincesi, temel griislerini ortaya koydugu Ebvabu’l-
Hiidd adli eseri merkeze alinarak ele alinacaktir. Bildiride islam Mezhepleri Tarihi
arastirmalarinda kullanilan fikir-hadise ve zaman-mekan irtibat1 yéntemi esas alinacak;
Mirza isfahini'nin yasadigi dénemin siyasi, sosyal ve dini sartlarinin onun diisiince
diinyasina etkisi degerlendirilecektir. Bu ¢ercevede onun vahyi bilgiye yiikledigi merkezi

rol, beseri ve ilahi ilimler ayrimi, akil ve ilim anlaysi, felsefe ve tasavvufa yonelttigi
elestiriler {izerinde durulacaktir,

Bildiride ayrica Mirza isfahani’nin diisiincelerinin sonraki dénemde Mekteb-i Tefkik'in
tesekkiiliine nasil zemin hazirladigi ve bu yaklasimin Sii cevrelerde neden “Yeni
Ahbarilik” nitelemesiyle iliskilendirildigi tartisilacaktir. Béylece calisma, cagdas iran
Siiliginde mezhep igi fikri ayrigmalarin anlagilmasina katki sunmay1 hedeflemektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: iran, $ia, isndaseriyye, Mirza isfahani, Mekteb-i Tefkik, Felsefe
Karsitligi, Yeni Ahbarilik.
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Mirza Isfahani’s Interpretation of Religion in the Context of Opposition to
Philosophy and Debates on Neo-Akhbarism in Contemporary Iranian Shi‘ism

Dr. Yalgin YONCALIK>

This study aims to examine Mirza Isfahant’s (1885-1946) interpretation of religion within
the context of opposition to philosophy and debates over “Neo-Akhbarism” in
contemporary Iranian Shi‘i thought. Although Isfahani received an Usili education in the
Najaf seminary, he emerged as one of the notable figures of twentieth-century Shi
thought due to his strong opposition to philosophy and Sufism. At the core of Isfahant’s
thought lies the conviction that religious knowledge grounded in revealed texts (nass) is
superior to humanly acquired knowledge and that religious knowledge must be purified
of philosophical and Sufi doctrines. He even maintained that the introduction of
philosophy into the Islamic world was part of a conspiracy devised by the rulers of the
time against the Ahl al-Bayt. According to him, this process distanced people from the
Ahl al-Bayt as the authoritative source of religious knowledge and instead directed them
toward philosophers who sought to attain religious knowledge through rational
inference. On the basis of this claim, Isfahani adopted an uncompromising stance toward
reason and demonstrative proof (burhan).

Although he initially taught within the established curriculum of the Shi seminary in
Mashhad, he later introduced a series of lessons known as Ma‘arif, in which he adopted an
approach to doctrinal matters that accorded priority to transmitted reports (akhbar). His
views spread throughout the Mashhad seminary through his students and subsequently
formed the intellectual foundations of a new religious movement known as Maktab-i
Tafkik (the School of Separation).

This study seeks to introduce the fundamental views of Isfahani and the Tafkik School, of
which he is generally regarded as the founder, and to determine their position within
Imami Shi‘ism, which historically came to be divided into two major currents, the
Akhbari and Usili schools. Employing document analysis as a qualitative research
method, the study draws upon the works of Isfahani and other representatives of the
school as well as relevant academic scholarship. The findings obtained from these sources
are analyzed, and the resulting conclusions are presented as objectively as possible.

The significance of this study lies in demonstrating that the Akhbari tradition, often
regarded as having been confined to the past, continues to exist in the present in a new
form through the development of IsfahanT’s ideas into a distinct school of thought. The
study concludes that the opposition to philosophy and Sufism at the center of the
intellectual system of Isfahani and the Tafkik School, together with their adoption of a
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text-centered epistemological approach, has led to their characterization as “Neo-
Akhbaris,” Furthermore, the study contributes to a better understanding of Maktab-i
Tafkik, which emerged within contemporary Iranian Shi‘ism and has come to be regarded
as a distinct intellectual movement.

Keywords: Iran, Shi‘ism, Opposition to Philosophy, Neo-Akhbarism, Maktab-i Tafkik,
Mirza Isfahani,
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Bu 6zet kitapgiginda, Bursa Uludag Universitesi ilahiyat Fakiiltesi tarafin-
dan diizenlenen fran Cografyasinda Mezhebi Yapi ve Toplumsal Dinamik-
ler baslikli sempozyumun bildirilerinin 6zetleri yer almaktadir. Bildiri 6zet-
leri, basta Siilik olmak tizere iran cografyasindaki mezhebf yapilar izerinde
yogunlasmaktadir. Bu yaplilar, iran’da ge¢misten giiniimiize 6n plana gikan
dini ve toplumsal dinamikler temelinde ve miimkiin oldugu kadar krono-
lojik bir sekilde ele alinmaktadir. Mezhebi yapi ve olusumlarin yani sira,
Siilik ve Stinnilik arasindaki iliskiler, cagdas iran’da dinf diisiince ve mezhep
tartismalari da yer almaktadir. Kitapgikta, sempozyum kapsamindaki ko-
nuyla ilgili Tiirkge ve ingilizce karsiliklariyla 31 sunum 6zeti bulunmaktadir.
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